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CHAPTER r. 



'* li matches are not better made, 
Said Hj^men, I'll forswear my trade^ 
Who'll squabble for a pia, a feather, 
And wonder how tliej came together. 
Tlie husband's sullen, dogged, shy ; 
The wife grows flippant in reply. 
He loves command and due restriction; 
And she as well likes contradiction.*' 

Possession is vulgarly said to be 
nine points in law — ^in the island of 
Jamaica it may be termed all the points 
at once. Leaving Bouverie Fraz^, 
therefore, to grope his way through all 
the intricacies of deeds^ and leases, and 
VOL. IV. B sub-leases. 
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snb-leaseSi and powers of attorney, ac- 
cumulated for the last fifty years, and 
to resist the blandishments of the notary *s 
fair daughter^ we will return to Marj:^,^ 
whom we left sorrowing at the silence of 
.her lover. 

The London winter was now in its 
meridian glory ; the thoughtless Henri- 
etta was become a decided votary of 
fashion, and neither the friendly hints of 
lady RiversdalCi the playful expostula- 
tions of Mary, nor the stern disapproba- 
tion of her husband, had the power to 
arrest her in the mad career. 

The constant companion of Mrs. Les- 
sington, she hurried from one scene of 
amusement to another ; and when sir 
Theodosius and she met, which was 
seldom now the case except at the din- 
ner-table, a species of polite and covert 
warfare was carried on between them. 
But so rapidly had Henrietta improved 
her natural talent for sarcasm under the 
able tuition of her new friend, that she 

seldom 
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seldom failed to silence the baronet, 
without infringing, in the smallest de- 
gree^ the rules of good breeding. 
15^ In proportion to the awe with which 
the highly-polished ridicule of his fa- 
shionable wife inspired the baronet, was 
the sea*et hatred which he began to 
nourish towards her. His time was 
now wholly spent in those circles whefe 
she seldom appeared, or in brooding over, 
in his own chamber, the folly and mad- 
ness which had linked his fate *with that 
of a heartless coquette. 

AVhile thus contemplating, through 
the distorted medium of discontent, the 
fmilts and failings of the innocent but 
imprudent Henrietta, he ceased to re- 
member that it was he himself who had 
exposed her to the allurements of the 
tempter. Had he not been in the power 
of Mrs. Lessington, never would she have 
sought out his wife ; or had he frankly 
explained the tie by which she held his 
haughty spirit in thraldom, lady Beau- 

B St mont 
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mont would haye fled from her society 
in disgust 

The continual domestic jarrings in 
Berkley-square rendered the residence of 
Mary extremely unpleasant; yet^ know- 
ing the situation of her revered friends 
in Scotland^ she forbore to make them 
acquainted with her real feelings on the 
subject, well aware that no inconveni* 
ence to themselves , would, under such 
circumstances, withhold them from Irak 
mediately recalling her. 

Henrietta, when they did meet^ 
evinced towards her the same regard as 
at first ; but as Mary had decidedly re->» 
fused to follow her steps through the 
whirl of dissipation in which she was en* 
gaged, they seldom saw eadi other but 
in the presence of company. The truth 
wais, that lady Beaumont, dissatisfied 
with herself^ and dreading the mild re- 
proving eyes of her friend, shrunk from 
allowing her an opportunity of expos- 
tulation r 

In 
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In proportion, however, to the neg«> 
lect with which Mary was treated bjr 
lady Beauthont, did the baronet exercise 
towards her all the delicate attentions of 
hospitality. Frequently would he read 
to her for an hour or two in the mom<i 
ing; at other times he would favour her 
with valuable critical remarks on the 
labours of her pencil, or listen to her aa 
she struck the chords of Henrietta's 
harp. Never had he breathed in her ear 
the most distant hint of his dissatisfaction 
at the manner in which her friend spent 
her hours ; but Maiy could not, with all 
her modesty, fail to observe that he not 
unfrequently made comparisons between 
them, unfavourable to his volatile help- 
mate. 

This consciousness sometimes impart- 
ed a degree of awkwardness and restraint 
to the manners of the elegant giil in the 
presence of the baronet, which was pain* 
ful to herself; and after a while she pass* 

b3 ed 
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ed most of her time in the solitude of 
her own dressing-room. 

From lady Riversdale and her charm- 
ing daughter she experienced the most 
unremitting kindness; but, unfortunately 
for his peace of mind, the virtues and 
charms of the lovely orphan had made 
too powerful an impression on the heir 
of that noble house. 

With the frankness of his ingenuous 
nature, he made known to his mother the 
passion with which Mary had inspired 
him, and, possessing a mind far superior 
to the trammels of worldly distinctions, 
her ladyship seemed inclined to overlook 
the want of title and fortune in the wo- 
man of his choice, in consideration of her 
amiable manners and the virtues of her 
heart. 

Thus authorized, lord Riversdale 
made an offer of his hand and fortime to 
the desolate orphan. Surprise kept her 
for a few moments silent ; but, penetrate 

ed 
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ed with gratitude at such disinterested 
attachment, she unhesitatingly declared 
the inviolable engagements by whicli 
she WES bound to another. 

Though deeply affected by the de- 
struction of his air-built vision of happi- 
ness, he retired with increased respect 
for the frankness and candour of her 
whom he must henceforth regard in np 
other light than that of a valued friend. 

The esteem with which Mary had in- 
spired lady Riversdale, from the first mo- 
ment of her introduction, was greatly 
augmented by her conduct towards her 
son ; but she saw the propriety of wholly 
detaching him from the society of the 
charming girl, till time and reflection had 
completely restored his peace of mind. 

With this view she prepared to pay a 
long-promised visit to an aunt of her 
late husband's residing in Dublin, ac- 
companied by his lordship and his sister. 
The loss of her society and that' of the 
lively Jane . was severely felt by Mary, 

B 4 whose 
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whose health began to suffer from th6 
delicate situation in which she was 
placed in the family of the baronet, and 
her constant anxiety for the safety of her 
lover. 

Strength and, appetite forsook her^ 
her eyes lost their wonted animation^, 
and her cheeks their bloom ; yetf absorb* 
ed in selfish pleasures, Henrietta was 
heedless of the change till it was forced 
upon her notice by the baronet 

Mary, fatigued one morning with lis- 
tening to a humorous description given 
by her lively friend, to half a dozen 
loungers at her breakfast-table, of an en- 
tertainment at which she had been pre? 
sent the night before, rose* and with 
languid steps lefl the room* In a short 
time she was surprised by the appear- 
and of Henrietta, who throwing her 
arms round her neck, burst into a pas* 
sionate flood of tears. 

" You are ill — you are dying !*' ex- 
claimed her impetuous ladyship, ** and 

I have 
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I have remained insensible to your dan« 
ger. We must have medical advice di-> 
rectly ; I shall never forgive myself for 
my inattention.*' 

Mary was affected by this proof of 
lady Beaumont's affection, and returning 
her caresses, she replied with a placid 
smile — *^ Not iH^ not dying, my kind 
friend; but the unpleasant circumstances 
in which my best and earliest friends are 
placed, and my own desolate condition, 
at times w^igh heavy on my heart, and 
unfit me to join in the pastimes of the 
gay and prosperous/' 

The wasted form of Mary too forci- 
bly contradicted her assertion of being 
in perfect health, to gain implicit cre- 
dence from the warm-hearted Henrietta, 
who, in spite of her thoughtless folly, was 
sincerely attached to the lovely girl. 

Conceiving her altered looks to pro- 
ceed, in some measure, from confine- 
ment, she insisted that Mary should ac- 

B S company 
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company her in an airing to Riehmortd, 
and together they descended to the 
breakfast-parlour, to wait the app^sarance 
of the carriage. 

As they entered, sir Theodosius was 
alone, seated in a musing posture, with 
his ^ms leaning on the table. — ^^ I 
thank you, my dear sir,'' said Henrietta, 
with one of her sweetest smiles, " for 
calling the attention of your thoughtless 
wife to the altered looks df this dear 
girl. I believe her ailments proceed 
from too much confinement, and I have 
prescribed for her a drive to Richmond. 
Have you gallantry enough this morn- 
ing to become our escort ?" 

" With pleasure," replied the baronet, 
with vivacity, pressing the hand of his 
lovely wife. •* Act ever thus, Henrietta," 
he murmured, ^^ and happiness may still 
l)e ours." 

As the. carriage was brought round, 
that of^Mrs. Lessington drove up.to the 

door. 
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door. — *' Fiend !'* Maculated sir Theodo- 
sius, as he saw her alight, ** art thou des^ 
tined for ever to cross my path ?'• 

Entering, she b6wed to the baronet, 
and scarcely deigning to bestow the 
slightest sign of recognition on Maryy 
took tibe arm of Henrietta, saying — 
" Come^ -my dear, I want you to go to 
Willis's rooms ; all the world will be therd 
to witness the sale of the dowager lady 
Glenwinnoch's nick-nacks. Fill your 
purse," she added, in a wliisper, " for k 
continued run of ill luck }ia»' emptied 
mine." 

"I am going abroad this moming,*^ 
iady Beaumont replied, ** and am sorry 
I cannot accompany you.** 

" Cannot ! Why, that sounds like re* 
beUion in the court of fashion. And what 
may prevent you, give me leave to in- 
quire T* 

" The health of my friend has greatly 
suffered from too dose confinement, and 
the carriage waits to take us to Rich- 

B 6 mond 
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tnond this morning/' rejoined her lady* 
ship. 

*^ Nonsense ! leave her to the care of 
sir Theodosius : take my word fi>r it, he 
will prove the most effectual physician 
of the two." 

But the determined manner in which 
Henrietta replied — " I have no intention 
to put his abilities to the test in the 
present case,** convinced the wily votary 
of fiishion that this was no proper time 
to exert her ridicule; and taking her 
leave, she carelessly said — " Well, jesting 
apart, I hope Miss Ferguson's illness is 
not of sudi a serious nature as to warrant 
your ladyship's apprehensions f and 
without waiting for a reply, she hurried 
to her carriage. 

Mrs. Lessington had no sooner de- 
parted, than smoothing his angry brow, 
sir Theodosius led his fair companions to 
the carriage, and they proceeded on 
their excursion. 

It was stiU early spring, but the air 

was 
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IS 



VFQS inild for the season. The minds of 
the little party were attuned to harmo- 
ny; and the proposal of dining and 
spending the day at Richmond, made 
by the baronet, was cheerfully assented 
to by the ladies. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER II. 



^^^^•^^•^^^^^ ^ * »ir #^»» 



-Trifles, light as air^ 



Are to the jealous confirmation strong 

As proofs of Holy Writ. Shakespeare* 

It has been already observed, that the 
errors of Henrietta proceeded rather 
from thoughtlessnes than any radical de- 
fect in her disposition. She regarded 
Mary with the affection of a sister; but» 
fascinated by the elegant manners and 
bold pretensions of Mrs. Lessington, she 
had resigned herself in every thing to 
the guidance of this dangerous woman. 

Hurried by her from one scene of 
folly and dissipation to another, reflec- 
tion was either wholly banished from 
her bosom, or hastily dismissed as an un- 
pleasant intruder. ^. 

When Mary left the breakfast-table, 

her 
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her altered figure and melancholy coun- 
tenance struck the baronet more forcibly 
than usual, from being contrasted with 
the mirthful look and sparkling eyes of 
lady Beaumont. 

Interrupting her, therefore, in the 
midst of a ludicrous description of the 
antiquated marquis of P ■ , he abr 
ruptly inquired, in a tone of asperity, 
what might be her ladyship's intentions 
regarding Miss Ferguson? — "As the 
unbounded friendship you formerly pro* 
fessed for her seems now," he continued, 
" to have degenerated into complete in- 
difference, I could wish you would find 
time to inform her friends, of her situ- 
ation, and not suffer her to die imre- 
garded in a land of strangers." 

Henrietta waited for no more; con- 
scienc^-stiicken, she flew to the apart- 
ment of her friend, where the scene al-. 
ready described took place. 

The trio reached Richmond in the 
liappiest frame of mind possible, and 

while 
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while dinnet* was preparing, strolled into 
the park, and bent their steps towards 
the river. The day continued bright 
and calm ; the trees were fast putting 
fofth their leaves, and the feathered 
tribes, rejoicing in the renovation of na- 
ture, made the groves resound with 
their melodious notes. The combmation 
of sylvan sounds and images by which 
they were surrounded was soothing to 
the perturbed and anxious feelings of 
Mary, while, to her more gay and hap- 
py companion, the contrast which the 
peaceful calm of the country afforded 
to the noisy scenes of mirth and revelry 
in which she had of late been a constant 
actor, imparted to them at least the 
charm of novelty ; and the little party 
returned to town at a late hour in the 
evening, highly delighted with the day's 
excursion. 

The next morning beheld the ladies 
on horseback by twelve o*clock. Escort- 
ed by sir Theodosius; they rode to Ken- 

sington» 



THE HIGHLAND CASTLE. 17 

sington^ and returned by Hyde Park* 
Parsing through Grosvenor-gate, they 
encountered the equipage of Mrs. Le&< 
sington. By her side was seated a gen-* 
tleman rather above the middle age, 
whose air and dress indicated him to be 
a foreigner of distinction. As she sa- 
luted the equestrians, Mary observed a 
peculiar expression pass over her coun- 
tenance^ which, in spite of the exertion 
of her reason, made her sliudder — it 
was composed of scorn and deep malig-! 
nity ; but, transient as the metepr's glare> 
it instantly disappeared. 

They had not returned above an hour^ 
Mary had retired to her own chamber, 
and sir Theodosius and his lady were 
engaged in a lively conversation, when 
the door opened, and Mrs. Lessington 
entered* She was alone, and made no 
mention of her foreign companion. . 

Giving a hiind to each-r-" Do you 
know, baronet," she playfully said, " that 
you have been arraigned, and. but for 

me 



1$ THE HIGHLAND CASTLE. 

me would have been condemned, in the 
court of fashion, this morning assembled 
at the duchess of — — — .'s, for the high 
crime and misdemeanour of being twice 
the attendant of your wife in her morn- 
ing rides. But I pled in your behalf, 
that the fair friend of her ladyship was 
also of the party; as I myself had seen, 
and the sentence has been remitted for 
consideration*" 

Sir Theodosius bit his lip, and looked 
disconcerted, but Henrietta, in the same 
playful strain assumed by her visitor; 
replied—" My dear Lessington, are you 
ignorant that I and ray caro sposo con- 
ceive ourselves of sufficient consequence 
to set the example of love and marriage, 
and that we possess even the courage to 
meditate appearing together in the same 
box at the opera ? I trust you will be 
present this evening to witness so novel 
an exhibition." 

Mrs. Lessington saw with dismay 
that her poor fluttering captive medi- 
tated 



■ 
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tated an escape from her toils ; but too 
good a general to betray her doubts> she 
immediately changed her tact to meet 
±he present humour of her intended vic- 
tim, and Mary just then entering the 
room, she inquired, with an appearance 
of interest, into the state of her health. 

The dignified girl replied with per* 
feet politeness, but with a frigidity that 
would have deterred any farther ad« 
vances from a less determined spirit 
than that of Mrs. Lessington. — ** Your 
friends,** said that lady, " are going to 
exhibit love and marriage at the opera 
to-night, and I am invited to become a 
spectator : will you oblige me, my dear 
Miss Ferguson, by taking a seat in my 
box?** 

" I have already agreed to accompany 
sir Theodosius and lady Beaumont, and 
can only entreat, madam, that you will 
accept my acknowledgments for your 
polite offer-;** and Mary began to exa- 
mine 
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mine some drawings which lay scattered^ 
on the table> without bestowing any 
farther notice on their visitor* 
j ** Dearly shalt thou pay for this inso« 
lence, haughty fair one !^' mentally ejacu** 
lated Mrs. Lessington, as she arose to 
take leave, saying she would meet them 
in the evening. 

For several weeks lady Beaumotit 
f aid the most unremitting and delicate 
attentions to her friend; but though 
grateful for her kindness, Mary felt na 
relief to her anxiety amidst those scenes 
of gaiety to which she frequently>iac* 
companied her friend. The evident 
change of Mrs. Lessington's conduct to^ 
wards her also filled the mind of the 
upright girl with disgust; for in place 
of the marked neglect of her former be- 
haviour, she now treated her with the 
most overweening kindness. Her taste 
was appealed to on every doubtful oc- 
casion; lier conversation was, assiduously 

courted ; 
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courted ; and no party of pleasure was 
ever projected without Mary being 
pressed to join in it. 

With the unhappy, time seems to lag 
in his course. Not much longer, how- 
ever, was Mary doomed to undergo that 
painful state of suspense which was fast 
sapping her health and peace ; for the 
packet by which Frazer had forwarded 
his letters, though detained longer than 
usual by light baffling winds, at length 
safely reached port, and she had the 
happiness to peruse the transcript of 
feelings in unison with her own. A 
very few days after, she received a se- 
cond letter, which had been forwarded a 
month later than the former, although 
both reached Britain nearly at the same 
time. 

Thus relieved from her worst fears, 
the health and spirits of the sweet or- 
phan recovered as if by the effect of ma- 
gic. Henrietta rejoiced at the change, 
without critically examining the cause : 

not 
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not SO the artful Mrs. Lessington ; she 
neglected no circumstance, however ap- 
parently trifling, which she thought had 
the most remote tendency to sow dis- 
union between the youthful friends, or 
give a stab to the peace of sir Theodo- 
sius. 

Observing the uncommon elevation 
of Mary's spirits, she hinted with a 
smile to. lady Beaumont that it proceed- 
ed undoubtedly either from her having 
heard from an absent lover, or come to 
an understanding with a present oqe, 
at the same time fixing her eyes with 
an expression of peculiar meaning on 
the baronet, who was superintending 
Mary as she put the finishing stroke to 
a sketch of Roslin, which Henrietta 
had noticed in her portfolio, and ex- 
pressed a wish to have hung up in her 
dressing-room, ^ 

Engaged in her occupation, the whis- 
pering of the two ladi^ was unattended 
to by the sweet girl : but the baronet, 

ever 
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ever alive to the influence of Mrs. Les^ 
sington over the mind of his heedless 
wife, lost not a word of what was said. 
Colouring with indignation, he made a 
step towards the speaker, and cast on 
her a furious look ; but instantly check- 
ing the reproach which was rising to 
his lips, he resumed his station by the 
fair artist. 

•* Let the galled jade wince,"* ex- 
claimed the incorrigible lady with a 
sneer, and rose to take leave. Scarcely 
could politeness induce the baronet to 
conduct her to her carriage ; but as he 
placed her in it, he said, in a stem and 
suppressed voice — " Beware r 

Mrs. Lessington saw indeed the ne- 
cessity of being cautious, since one word 
from the object , of Her machinations 
could hurl her from even the equivocal 
rank in society which she continued to 
hold. 

•* Mary," said her ladyship, placing 
herself by her side, " I believe Mrs. Les- 
sington 
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sington is right ; you must have heard 
from a favoured lovpr.** 

" Have you no idea, Henrietta/' she 
replied, " that the near prospect of be- 
holding an old friend can light up the 
countenance with delight? If so, I 
shall be half tempted to withhold this 
letter, which I received-to day in a pac- 
ket from lady Frazer." 

Seizing the prize, which Mary play- 
fully held at a distance, her ladyship no 
sooner glanced her eye over the contents, 
than the same joyous expression which 
she had remarked in the face of her 
friend became diffused over her own fea* 
tures. 

It was a letter from Mr. Murray. In 
it he apprised his niece, that being so* 
licitor in a Scotch appeal to the House 
of Lords, she might expect very shortly 
to see him in London. Lady Beau- 
mont's- joy was unbounded : a vague 
feeling of uneasiness, which the inuendo 
ofMrs. Lessingtonhad momentarily con- 
veyed 
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veyed to her mind, was in a moment 
obliterated, while slie anticipated, with 
nil the vivacity of her nature, the meet- 
ing a relative she regarded with the 
same affection as her own parent. 

When the baronet re-entered the 
room, she ran up to him with the open 
letter in her band, and his pleasure fell 
tittle abort of her own on Bfiaking him- 
self acquainted with its contents. He 
dreaded the efieet which the sarcasms 
and insinuations of Mrs. Lessington 
might ultimately fnroduce on the mind 
of Henrietta, und he rightly judged 
tiiat the presence of her unde would di- 
Yort her thoughts to a new channel ; and 
after his departure he^ meamt to visit his 
estates in thecoiintry, and from thence 
proceed to Scotland. 

At the teiminatioti of -a week from 
the receipt of this letter, Mrs. Ijcssing- 
ton gare a masked ball, the tickets for 
which bad been previously issued. Sir 
Theodosius had many leasens which he 

VOL. IV. q durst 
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durst not openly avow for wishing that 
Itiis lady should not be present, and he 
hoped her uncle might arrive in time to 
prevent her from attending it. 

The important day, however, dawned 
without Mr. Murray making his ap- 
pearance. The baronet hinted the proba- 
bility of his arrival during; the evening; 
but lie found it unavailable to stay the 
steps pf the giddy Henrietta, wlio an- 
ticipated much pleasure from the enter- 
tainment 

Mary had resisted the most earnest 
entreaties, of the fair hostess to accept a 
ticket ; but she had" exerted her taste in 
the arrangement of lady Beaumont's 
dress, who had chosen to appear as 
thQ daughter of a Highland chieftain, 
equipped for the chace. 

When she entered the drawing-room, 
arrayed in a tartan riding-habit, with a 
Highland bonnet on her head, surmount- 
ed by a plume of snow-white Slathers 
waving parelessly over the left ^de of 

her 
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her face, ber graoeful and animated 
figure drew a compliment even from sir 
Theodosiusi who was tiot in one of his 
most complaisant humours. In her 
hand she carried a bent bow, and at her 
back hung an elegant quiver filled with 
arrows. Her vest was fastened by a 
large amber brooch, and a small silver 
hunting-horn was pendent from her neck 
by a black ribbon. 

Sir Theodosius had himself also as^ 
sutned the garb of an Alpine hunter, 
that he might the better attend,the steps 
of his wife. 

The concourse of carriages which 
thronged the door of Mrs. Lessington 
prevented theoi from alighting for a 
considerable time, although, in consider^ 
atim of lady Beaumoi^^s impatience, sir 
Theodosius had left.^iome at an un« 
usually early hour. 

When they at last gained an entrance, 
the rooms wer6 so crowded with masks, 
that it was' with some difficulty the ha^ 

c 9 ronet 
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tonet ccmld oonduefc his ftir companion 
to the upper end of the prkicipfll «part^ 
ment, wheve^ arrayed in the ^goKgeoua 
habit of a sjultana^ stood the fair mistress 
of. the mansion, in the act of veeeivin^ 
hex visitors. 

The noise, the lights, and the various 
grotesque ^guves which jostled her at 
every turn, made kidy Belmont dixkg 
to the arm of her husband.; but after a 
while, recognising seveiral acquaintances 
under their feigned ehaoqaeters, she j^ 
sumed her natural fearless levity, and 
mingled without dread among the mot- 
ley crowd. She was successively accost- 
ed by various masks, hut their witti-* 
dsms in general turned^ on the pecjuli- 
arities of her country^ andy^were wholly 
without point ^or adovelty. Sh^ ^ps 
about to confiMS^ sir Theodoisiiis that 
the gratification she anticipated from the 
entertainoMitt of the evienii^ had wholly 
disappointed her expeototion^, when 
jtheir mottce was poimcfffuUy'^tUifa^t^ by 

a group 
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a group of SwojBxi^ who sung some of 
their native airs in a style of simple and 
alfeeting pafebo& 

Biv^tted to the spot, she did not 
ebsefve the approach of a mask, habited^ 
as a Highland seer, till; touching hm 
arm, he whispered^-^'' Beware qfajblse^ 
Jriend and. a Jhitkkss husband. P* mA 
^ickly gilding smox^f the oix^wd^ disr 
appeared from hec sight 

In vain did her ladyshipt again tura 
|ber attention to the music; it nowt 
sounded \jke doseoid tOi her ear. Her 
reason totd bdc tiiat it was one of those 
unmeanitig jests produced by the occa* 
laon; sti{l hes mind reverted to it with- 
a kind of superstitious faprron Gladly, 
therefi»e, did she ass^it to the wisk of 
a kdy belonging to her party, she had 
joined on entemng the apartment, to 
make the tour of th^ rooms^ m the 
hope of diverting h«r mind from dweliv* 
ing on the unpkasan^t warning: but 
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vain was every attempt to banish it from 
her thoughts. 

In passing out of the principal saloon, 
the crowd was so great that their little 
party was separated. In vain did Hen- 
rietta turn her eyes in every direction ; 
sir Theodosius no more appeared : but 
in a few minutes they were joined by a 
pilgrim, who was assiduous in his atten- 
tions towards her and her female friends*. 
He led them to a. recess* in the apart* 
ment, and went in quest of refresh- 
ments. /Returning towards the sofa 
where they sat» he observed the same. 
Highland seer whose appearance had 
before so much disturbed lady Beau-: 
mont again approach her. Gliding, 
softly behind his back, he heard him 
address her in an accent meant to be. 
Scotch, but which was a wretched imi- 
tation of that language—" Daughter of 
my native mountains,'' he said, " xvky . 
tarriest thou here, wKUe the husha/ndqf, 

thy 
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tkff bosom is in dalliance with the friend 
iJiou cherishest in thy dwelling ?" 

He might have continued to speak, 
for Henrietta was in no condition to in- 
terrupt his cruel purpose ; but he fled 
with the quickness of lightning, while 
the poor victim of his diabolical arts 
could only stammer out a wish to retprn 
home. 

The pilgrim, little less agitated than . 
her ladyship, hurried out in search of 
the carriage.. On his return, he found 
Henrietta had removed to an anti-room, 
where Mrs. Lessington was hanging 
over her with a hypocritical semblance 
of concern for her sudden indisposition. 

Taking the arm of the fair sufferer, 
he led her to the carriage, and having 
placed her in it, sprang upon the box 
with the coachman, and directed him to 
drive to Berkley -square. 
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93 THE HIGRLANS» CASTLE. 



CHAPTER III. 

t 

*< Twist ye, twine ye-^even sa, 
M'lDgle shades of grief and woe, 
Hope and fear, and peace and strife, 
In the thread of human life/' 

I 

Ix a state of mind bordering dn distracv 
tioiii the abused and eredulous fair One 
reached her own mansion. She observed 
lights in a front drawing-rooni, and 
rushing hastily up stairs^ threw open the 
door of the apartment, and was sueces- 
sively dashed to the bosom of her father 
and het unde. 

As soon as her agitation would per* 
mit her to listen to an explanation^ Mary 
informed her that the two gentlemen 
had arrived about half an hour after her 
departure to Mrs. Lessington's^ but that 
all her entreaties to be permitted to ap- 
prise 



fnrise hev ladyt^ip of th^ joyful 90W9 h^^ 
heem negative by h&f unci?. 

". And ha^ s\r Theodosius wt bpen at 
home in the epwr«ip of tbe evening?" 
questioned Henrietta, the w^UTiing of 
the se^ rushing to her memory. 

^ What should lead you to si^pppse 
sp ?•* inquired Mary, in reply, ^mewhat 
aurpriaed ^t the manner in which the 
questi<m was put. ** I thought he pur- 
posed to he your protector through the 
evening?" 

" But I was separi^ted fw)m him in 
the crowd,'* rgpined her ladyship, "andrrr 
But no matter, he wiU he here presently, 
1 dare aay," shp added cgrelesdy, and 
again placed ber^lf betwixt her father 
jand uncte* 

At ^e termination of an hpur, $ir 
Theodoaiiia lent^ed the apartment His 
manner was gv^¥is and dignified as he 
approved to welcome the i^ther and 
unde 9f his wife. Then turning to lady 
Beaumont, be saidrrr" Whfn you reluc- 

c 5 tantly 
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tantly dr^w from me a consent fa mingle 
in the motley gtoups this night «6sem«^ 
bled at Mrs. Lessington's^ it was grant- 
ed on the express condition that you 
should never quit my side. Yet no 
sooner was I unavoidably separated from 
you by the pressure of the crowd, th&n 
you imprudently left the spot where I 
had the only chance of finding you, and 
where you must have been assured I 
would seek you the moment I was able. 
The consequences of this heedlessness 
have been most unpleasant : you were 
so far made the dupe of a pretended seer 
as to betray doubts of the honour of 
your husband, and afterwards left the 
house under the protection of a pilgrim, 
with whose real character you were un- 
acquainted. All this and mdre I learn- 
ed as I traversed the rooms in search of 
you, in a state of anxiety bordering qii 
distraction, exposed to the sneers of* 
those who had so effectually played on 
your credulity for their own amusement.- 

Dear, 
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Dear, imprudent Henrietta," he con- 
tinued, in a softened tone of voice, " tell 
me what punishment you deserve for 
all this?'' 

Gracefully hending one knee to the 
barcmet, she lield up her white hands in 
an attitude of supplication, saying — 
"Forgive me!" with, an expression of 
countenance so truly comic, as at once 
disarmed sir Theodosius of his resent- 
naent, and raising the fair culprit, he 
strained her to his bosom with all the 
ardour of his first attachment. 

Happy would it have been had Hen- 
rietta made Mary or her uncle acquaint- 
ed with the purport of the seer's warn- 
ing, since the sound mind and clear 
judgment of either of those attached 
friends would have at once applied an 
effectual remedy to the mischief; but, 
ashamed of her own credulity, the sub* 
ject wa^ reverted to no more. 

• Sir Theodosius was not himself per- 
fectly sincere in the representation he 

c 6 gave 
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gave of the affair ; for seeing the etkct 
produced on Henrietta by the ivtnsper 
of the pretended seer^ he had hurried 
from the house, and at a masquetade 
warehouse exchanged his hunter^s habit 
for the garb of a pilgrim, in wbiefa he 
eould watch over the safety of bis wifev 
and perhaps detect any farther madiina* 
tions against her peace and his own. 

Mrs. Lessington's depraved mind 
thought she could discern a more than 
common intimacy between sir Tbeodo- 
sius and his fair inmate; his. sudden de*. 
parture, therefore, from the rooms gave 
her hopes that he had returned home to 
solace himself in private with the com* 
pany of Mary, since she could oonceive 
no other m<Aive powerful enough to in-- 
duce this amiable girl to withstand her 
^ntneaties to be present at the evening's 
amusement 

Impressed with this bdief, slie plan* 
ned with her worthless coadjutor, count 
Neurenburgby the seocknd wttnuig, over- 
heard 
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heard by shr Tfacodosiua hiimetf in his 
diaracter of a pi^rim, «id "which tenni- 
nated in a manner very jKficrent 6roin 
that she had intended. 

When Henrietta became the bride of 
sir Theodosius Beaumcmt, the baronet 
gave her fiither a solemn promise that 
she should spend the autumn of every 
year in Scotland ; but Mr. Murray, un* 
happy since her departure, regarded the 
intervening period till h^^could again 
clasp his beloved girl in his paternal 
arms as an age. When^ therefore, he 
heard of his brother's journey to the me- 
tropolis, he intimated to him the design 
of becoming his travelling companion, 
and surprising the young folks with a 
visit. 

No circumstance could have imparted 
a livdier joy to the heart of his affection^ 
ate daughter, who returned the attach- 
ment he lavished oh her with all the ar<- 
dency of her nature. 

Next morning, theiefore, when Mrs. 

Lessington 
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Lessington called to escult over the mis- 
chief her contrivance, she doubted not, 
had produced, she was petrified with 
wonder and vexation to behold her pre* 
destinated victim, radiant in health and 
happiness, seated on a sofa between Mary 
and a stranger, with an arm carelessly 
thrown over the neck of each. 

Springing up, she took the hand of 
the deceitful woman, and introduced 
her to her fiitter, who, loving every be* 
ing regarded by his daughter, received 
her with the utmost dordiality. 

After passing half an hour in lively 
chit-chat, sir Theodosius entered, accom- 
panied by the solicitor. A glance of 
disdain, which the former darted upon 
Mrs. Lessington, convinced that lady 
that her manoeuvres were discovered by 
at least one of the parties ; but, unabash- 
ed, she met the flash of his keen eye 
with a steady gaze. ' 

" The ceremony of introdiMtion hav- 
ing again taken place, the conversation 

became 
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becatne general. . From the doating faF- 
ther of Henrietta little was to be dread* 
edf but the wily lady soon became con- 
vinced that great caution would be re* 
quisite to veil her purpose from the 
shrewd- penetrating mind of the solicitor. 
Like an able general, she therefore re> 
solved to withdraw for the present, and 
wait a more favourable opportunity for 
the furtherance of her diabolical purpose.^ 
The late general Lesaia||||;on jfead an 
aged sister who resided at Bath, and she 
announced her intention of setting off 
on a visit to that lady in a few days ; but 
so completely had this artful woman en- 
twined herself round the heart of the in* 
nocent Henrietta, that even when sur- 
rounded by affectionate relatives, she 
could not behold her departure without 
a pang of regret. Not so felt the other 
members of her family ; sir Theodosius. 
and Mary rejoiced* in her absence, the 
former more especially, who was never 
easy in her presence, and whose dislike 

towards 
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towards her, since the masquerade, had 
augmented to utter abhorrence. 

In the delights of friendship^ in social 
Gonrerse, and in the moderate enjoy-, 
ment of the elegant and refined pleasures 
which the capital affords, the next two 
months flew rapidly away. They were 
the happiest days which Mary had spent 
since she was banished from the abode 
of her yputh. 

Widi Miwif urray she could converse 
of the friends absent and dear to her 
heart. While she joined him in lament- 
ing the pertinacity with which sir Simon 
Frazer continued to neglect and contemn 
his inestimable wife, and to persecute his 
unoffending kinsman, her heart fluttered 
with joy as he described the daily im* 
provement of William Frazer, or dwelt 
on the prospect of Bouverie*s speedy re- 
turn. 

In proportion to the pleasure she de- 
rived from his society, wias the painfitl 
feelings with whidi she hear4 the period 

fixed 
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fixed for the return df himself and his 
brother to Scotland. Yet one bn^t 
gleam ¥ra» shed on her dreary jMrospects;. 
In a few weeks sir Theodoaius Beaxt* 
mont and his family were to leave Lodh 
don for his estate in Gloucestershiis^ 
from whence they were to set out ia 
August for the north, where the affec* 
donate girl would once more be pressed, 
to. the heart of her kind frienda aack pro^ 
teotors of hec youth. Widi tiiis hope 
in v}ewi she bade adieu to the wortiiy 
solicitor wiUi more cahnnesa than she 
had herself conceived possible.. 

Henrietta sunk into a kind of liafe- 
less inactiyity after the dcfiarttire ci het, 
father and uncle. The efKwts of Maary 
to amuse her not only failed to effect 
that purpose, but were received in ar 
manner calculated to shew that they 
\rere disagreeable. 

The high-minded girl would have 
been more hurt at this apparent diminu<^ 

tion ^ 
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tion of her regard, had not the same fit- 
ful caprice marked her conduct towards 
sir Theodosius. Frequently would she 
receive from him the common offices of 
politeness with an air of haughty indif- 
ference, while at other times she would 
fix her eyes on his face with an expres- 
sion of the most mournful tenderness, till 
her eyes filled with tears. The fact was, 
that the iron fangs of jealousy had stuck 
hat in her heart. The hints and insinu- 
ations of Mrs. Lessington, though at first 
little noticed, as well as the warning of 
the seer on the night of the masquerade, 
had made in the end so powerful an im- 
pression on her mind, that neither the 
honour of her husband's character, nor 
tlie tried virtue of her early friend, could 
wholly obliterate the painful doubts to 
which they gave rise. 

Restless and unhappy, she watched 
every look, every word of the baronet 
with the most intense anxiety, drawing 

from 
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from his most simple actions food for the 
baneful passion that already consumed 
her. 

Pained at this strange alteration in the 
manners of-her friend, Mary grieved that 
she had not returned to Scotland undef 
the escort of the worthy solicitor ; but asf 
the period of Henrietta's promised viat 
to the north was not far distant, she en- 
deavoured to arm herself with patience 
to await its arrival. 

In the mean time, lady Beaumont 
sought by incessant dissipation to banish 
from her memory the painful ideas 
which had robbed her of happiness. 
Balls, concerts, the opera, and even the 
gaming-table, occupied her evenings, 
while her mornings were either consum- 
ed in listening to the tonish lounger$ 
who crowded her breakfast-saloon, or in 
driving to the fashionable resorts of the 
idle and the dissipated. 

The well-regulated mind of Mary 
turned with loathing from tills mode of 

spending 
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spending her time, and she sought reSfttge 
in her onnpn Bpartments from the fbUy by: 
which she was surrounded. 

Somfitunflft she indulged henself in a 
Walk iaHyde Rtrki at an hour too early: 
tofeav interruption fnoin.th^ giddy throngs 
who ccoiwd its' walks at a kter period 
of the day. Attended one moniin^ 
by Feter^ she entered by CumterlandK 
Gate^ and! hwing disraissed the domes-v 
tic, with orders to retiam in a couple o0 
hours to the aame' spot, she slowly pro- 
ceeded to the banks of the Serpentine. 
HIvcr. . Sauntering abng its banks, musi-. 
iMg on hen own desolate state, aod vainly^ 
endeavoviong to account for the w^ay« 
ward Qondttct. of lady Beaunnant, time 
passed away unheeded till her name was 
uttered by some one near her. liookii^ 
up, slDf beheld with surprise oowit Neu* 
venburghi who immediately joined her. 

The count was. not a visitor m the 
hQu$e of sir Theodosius Beaumont, ne- 
verthdesa she had been introduced to 

him 
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him at Mrs. Lessington's, mnd frequent- 
ly mrt kim at ofheria^iionable parties. 
Returning bis salutation, $he imYnediate- 
I7 turned her steps bomewards, aware 
that she had exceeded the appointed 
time, and that Peter ivoald he in attend- 
anoe at the gate. 

The count proceeded by her aide, pour* 
iag into her unwilUng ear tbe sfiost fuU 
some and unmeaning flatteiy» which no 
efforts of hers had the power to restrain. 

Coining at lenglii in sight of the gate, 
she gladly hailed Peter, in the hope of 
getting rid of her tfOtifotesome compa- 
nion. But when she turned to take 
leave, the count presented to hera £)lded 
paper, with an :air of great mystery , Bind 
without giving her time to speaks bowed 
and disappeared. 

When Mary peached Berkley-square, 
she found m Theodosius alone in the 
breaklast^rooin, la^ Beaumont not yet 
having made her af)ipearance below. 

RallytUg lier on her taste ^r early 

walking. 
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walking, he entreated she would make 
tea ; ^' for»'* added he» with a bitter smile, 
*■ I believe Henrietta is become too much 
a fine lady to attend to the vulgar busi- 
ness of eating and drinking." . 

" With the history of which of my nu- 
merous follies have you been entertaining 
your favourite this morning?" inquired 
her ladyship, in a sarcastic tone, at that 
moment entering the room. 

'^ I have been complaining of your. in* 
attention to the vulgar business of eating 
and drinking, and of my favourite's pro- 
jpaisity to early walking, by which I 
have been compelled to wait for my 
break&flt these two hours," he rejoined, 
in a tone so ludicix>usly mournful as ef- 
fectually to beguile lady Beaumont oi* 
her ill-humour. 

Breakfast wa9 scarcely over before 
Mary hastened to her chamber,, eager 
to peruse the contents of a paper 40 my s- 
teriou9ly delivered to her* But bow 
great was her grief and iodignation.to 

find 
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find that it contained a declaration of 
the most unbounded adoration, with 
the offer of a handsome settlement, 
would she, regardless of the trammels of 
custom, become the companion of Neu- 
renburgh on his return to the continent! 

Bitterly did the amiable girl weep at 
the recollection of her friendless and un- 
protected state, which exposed her to an 
offer so humiliating; but after a while, 
drying her eyes and resuming the native, 
dignity of her energetic mind, she sealed 
up the detested paper in a blank cover, 
and instantly dispatched Peter with it 
to the hotel where the count lodged. 

.This disagreeable duty performed, she 
Busied herself in finishing the border of 
a white satin robe which she had been 
some time engaged in painting, from a 
pattern designed by herself, and which 
she intended as a birthdfty present to 
Henrietta; who came of age in the course 
of the following week. It was a wreath 
of moss rosebuds just bursting into, 

flower, 
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'flower, intermingled with fuU-Uowrt 
heart's-ease, and headed by a border ojf 
laurel in el^ant festoons. The first 
dinner-bell surprised her st her task, 
which hastily replacing in a wardrobe, 
she proceeded to make the usual altera- 
tion in her dress before descending to 
the dining-room. 

On approaching the mirror with this 
view, Mary was startled at the change a 
few short hours had produced in her ap- 
pearance, occasioned by the mortification 
and anger she had experienced from the 
' audacity of count Neurenburgh. 

" I am wrong," thought she, " to suf- 
fer the oimes or misconduct of others 
thus to affect me " Yet, should he perse- 
vere in hifi base designs, where could* she 
look for protection ? Not from €4r Theo- 
dosius Bes^umont, for hcH* heart revolted 
at inv<Jving him in any thing unplea- 
sant on her account ; and the giddy, the 
yaprieious Henrietta, was still more un- 
fitted for A confident. She had therefore 

■' only 



nfily to trust to W own tstrong mindL 
imd she trusted not in vain. 

Hurryiiig over iier toiiett she pro- 
ceeded to the tmial morning Bitting- 
room» where a£e found Henrietta alone. 
.^**lVhat have you done with Beaup 
fiiont ?'' she inquired, fixing her eyes on 
the face of her friend. 

The oddity of tlie question, and the 
tone in which it was uttered, made our 
oiphan stare^ luid she replied, gcanrely^ 
mfJ^ I have ncft seen shr Theodosiussinee 
I left him with your ladyship, having 
heen busy in my own chamber." 

*^ In the library you mean,*' rejoined 
tltt jealous fair one ; bnt ere the astonish* 
ed Mary could inquire the meaning of 
this aurraise, liie voice of the banonet 
was heard on the :stairs. He immediafte- 
ly entered the apartment, leading in a 
stranger, wliom he introduced "to the 
ladies as his sister. 

In passing the door of the l=ibrary In 
bef descent frwn ba: own dresamg-atooo), 

TOL. IV. D lady 
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lady Beaumont heard her h^fiband in 
conversation with a female, whom her 
jealous terrors concluded to be Mary. 
Now convinced of her error, and ashamed 
of her petulance and the injustice she 
had done her friend, she pressed itJie hand 
of the amiable girl with renewed cordi- 
ality. 

The presence of Miss Beaumont was 
a great relief to the harassed spirits of 
Mary. This lady was several years old- 
er than her brother. Her person was 
somewhat deformed; but her counte- 
nance was open and prepossessing,, indi- 
cative of the habitual sweetness and hila- 
rity of her temper. Her mind was not 
stored with a knowledge of literature 
and science; but she possessed a sound 
judgment and a penetrating under- 
standing. 

Mary had resolved to desist from her 
lonely rambles in the park, lest , the 
might again encounter the dreaded and 
detested count Neurenburgb ; but on the 

subject 
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subject of her early walks being indden- 
tally mentioned. Miss Beaumont indi* 
cated a desire to become her companion, 
which was joyfully acceded to by the 
poor forlorn orphan. 

Accordingly, at an early hour the fol- 
lowing morning, the two ladies proceed- 
ed on th^ir excursion, attended by Peter, 
whom Mary, contrary to her usual cus- 
tom, suffered to follow them the whole 
way. As they approached the river, 
Mary's quick eye caught a glance of 
Neurenburgh sauntering beneath a 
clump of trees ; he approached, but on 
observing her so attended, passed on with . 
no other notice than a bow, which Mary 
did not return. 

' •• What a sinister countenance !'* ob- 
served her companion : •* is that gentle- 
man, a visitOT at my brother's?" 

"No," replied Mary, " tliough we 
frequently meet him in the circles of 
fashion ; but I believe his countenance is 
no bad index of his depraved mind." 

d2 •^Well, 



5e THE HIGHLAND CASTLIBT; 

** Well, my dear, you are yet Hew to 
the world ; but you wilLfind tiiat fiuhioil 
and custom sinetify many etrors which 
reason and morality condemn. You 
seem, however, to have sustdned M\6 
ordeal of a London winter free firom the 
coritamjnation of the folly and absurdity 
vrhieh surrounded you ; and this is the 
more surpming, fince my ymi^fy eSs- 
ter4n-law appears to require Hie whis-;^ 
pers of «age experienoe even more than 
yourself. My brother was indeed a bold 
man to launch two such young and 
beaotiful females into the whiilpool of 
fashion, with no other pilot but himself 
to guide you through .the dangerous 
course.** 

^' Sir Theodosius doubtless trusted to 
the unbounded attachment of his- artless 
and wann*hearted wife,** replied Mary ; 
♦* and as for myself, recent and heavy afr 
fiiction has deadened my mind to all the 
enjoyments <s£ life, even to those most 
seducing at my early age.^' 

A tear» 



) 
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. A tear, which made its way to the be- 
nevolent heart of her companion, fell at 
the retxospeetion of pq^t sufferings. 

Miss Beaumosit took her hand.-*-*' I 
have p«Md you. my young friend, but 
it was in ignorance," she said, in a voice 
of aflfectimi ; ** ^ould you, however, at 
any time want a friend or adviser, you 
tnay command my willing services* 
Would to God my brotheir-*-~-But I 
$m a fo d" ' ^ 

Maty returned the pressure of her 
hand with friendly warmth ; she felt her 
tnind relieved flrom a load of vague ap^ 
prefaensions in the presence cf this amic- 
able woman, which bad threatened to 
crush her with their weight, and with 
renovated spirits she accompanied her 
back po the house. 

Lady Beaumont was not yet visible ; 
but Miss Beaumont observing to her 
brotbar that her walk had g^ven her an 
appetite, requested he would order 
breakfest 

I) 4 Before 
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Before they had finished their meal, 
Henrietta appeared. Saluting her with 
great good-htimoyr, her sister, pointing 
to the table, observed that she was -afraid 
her ladyship would be incommoded by 
her country manners, since she could 
neither sleep nor ' eat according to the 
horologe of fashionable life. 

'' I have not myself so long resigned 
the character of a mountain nymph," 
said the votary of fashion, with a languid 
smile, " to be displeased with the exhibi- 
tion, of it in another ; and perhaps,'* she 
added, with a sigh, ^* I had better still 
have been ranging wild on my. native 
mountains, blessed with health and peace 
of mind." 

*^ And what has deprived you oUhme 
inestimable blessings?" questioned sir 
Theodosius, in a tone of bitterness ; ^ or 
what prevents you from, resuming the 
salutary habits of your youth? To-day 
is Friday ; on Wednesday we commence 
our journey to — —- — , and in one month 

from 
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from that time proceed for Scotland, 
where I trust you will s recover that 
charming vivacity that first led me to 
bow a willing captive to your charms." 
" What says Miss Ferguson to again 
rusticating ; among the Highland hills ?" 

asked Miss Beaumont 

v. 

" My visit to lady Beaumont termi- 
nates onourreaching Edinburgh," replied 
Mary^ in a firm tone ; ^^ my fiiends in that 
city are impatient at my long-protracted 
stay in the south.*^ 

An embanrasskig silence continued 
for some time after this declaration. 
Henrietta's, conscience whispered to her 
that her behaviour had been les&kind 
and attentive to the deserted orphan 
than her virtues and misfortunes deserv- 
ed, whil^ h^r husband was vainly strug- 
gling to siAppr6Ss £?eting$ which honour 
and virtue alike condemned. 



D 4i CHAP- 



56 TBi^ BteuLMim CAvnx, 



CHAPTER IV. 



i#»##^#i»#»< 



'* What is true love ? Oh, not the ipoiler's art 
ShHll dare degrade the holy virtuous flame ; 
Love is the incense of a: spotless heart; 
Love wounds no eonfideiide*^be givos nxy tkotitt/' 

Monday had beon SxitA dn for ^ grmA 
ball and supper^ in cekbcation of tte 
birthdi^ of kdy BeamBont The most 
splendid prepatttions hud been mtikiag 
for some time past to gire ecisA to th^ 
totettoinmentr 

After breakfast^ sh* Theodosius^ taking 
his ba^ teft the house, arid tiie ladies re-* 
tired to Henrietta's dressitig-f o<»i to in« 
isqpect a dress sent home for tbe oee$»ion« 
It was like every thing ^se BMde undai^ 
the direction of her ladyship, gaudy and 
fantastic in the extreme, being made of 

bright 



» 
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bright purple siitifi^ heavily omamentedl 
with silver fi>il. 

Having diqdayed it in every light for 
some time without receiving any com- 
pliments on her taste^ she turned rather 
pettishly towards her companions to ask 
their opinion, when she observed that 
Mary had left the room. 

^ How insolent !" burst to her lips ; 
but cheeking the expression she was 
about to utter, she inquired at Miss 
Beaumont What was her opinion of the 
dress ? Ere this lady had time to reply^ 
the sweet girl re-entered, carrying in her 
band a parce}, which she opened, and dis-- 
played to view the satin robe of whidi^ 
the border had cost her so mtich labour.. 

The eyes of Henrietta sparkled with 
delight as Mary entreated her to accept 
this oiCfering of friendship, to which she 
had dedioBtted some of her solitary 
hours. 

The beauty of the poittem and the 
extreme delicacy of the execution filled 



^ 
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Mis.s Beaumont with astonUbment ; and 
she began to suspect that whatever inr 
dication of female elegance and ti(ste 
were discernible ii^ the mansion of her 
brpther mu^t have been borrowed frpm 
the accoinf^shed orphan. 

At dinner the n>aster of the mansion 
appeared abstracted, and even gloomy. 
Neither the high spirits of his lady» nor 
the cheerful equanimity of her cpmpa^ 
nions, seemed to possess th? power of 
arousing him from his reverie; and. hf 
left the table and the hou^e as soon . as 
the ladies retired to the drawing-ropm. 

Henrietta was too full of her splendid 
present, and in antjidppting the effect it 
would produce on her assembled friend% 
to notice the sudden change in her hus- 
band's manners. But Miss Beaumont 
and Mary were morje quick-sighted 
The latter imputed it to disgust at the 
caprice lately displayed by his lady; 
while the. former dreaded that it origi- 
nated in a still more serious cause.. > 

She 
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She had frequently with pain beheld 
his eyes turn from his flij)pant wife, to 
dwell with .mdancholy fondness on her 
fair companion; yet she entertained a 
higher opinion of her brother's rectitude 
of principle than to suppose that he 
would violate the sacred ties by which 
he was hound to the ol^ject .of his first 
and voluntary choice. 

The worth of the lovely girl was be- 
sides a sufficient security against suciv a 
laspe from virtue; nevertheless she feared 
that in the daily comparison forced on 
his mind between the amiable and dig- 
nified orphan, and his beautiful but ca- 
pricious wife, his happiness would un- 
dergo a complete shipwreck. 

The subject was however of so delicate 
a nature that she was forced to ccHifine 
her surmises to her own bosoms but she 
determined to watch over her brother 
with a jealous eye; and should ought 
occur to confirm her suspicions, to lay 
aside all reserve^ and endeavour to awak<- 

D 6 en^ 
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en hitn to t ^ense of honour and recti- 
tude. 

The bustle of preparation for the in- 
duing &ite left, however, for a whUe little 
time for reflection ; the affection of Hen«- 
rietta for her early friend appeared to 
have completely revived ; notlting eould 
be revived on without her concurrence 
and approval ; and indeed her chaste and 
elegant taste was everywhere visible in 
the decorations cf the different <apart«> 
ments. 

For some time past Mary had Shrunlc 
with a kind of involuntary horror when 
left ftlone with sir Theodosius. His 
strange and inconsistent behaviour 
alarmed her delicacy, and she carefully 
avoided meeting him except in company. 
On the day previous to the ffete, they 
were acddentally left alone in the saloon; 
Mary rose to retire, but the baronet in- 
terposed to prevent her retreat, and fall- 
ing at her feet, besought her to listen to 
him only for a few minutes.^^*' JHty me, 

Miss 
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M»s Ferguson/' he ^aid with all the en- 
ergy of passion ; ** think of the tortures I 
daily endure by seeing you only sur- 
rounded by spies. I adore yoii; the 
only happy moments I enjoy are those 
passed in your society.* 

Mary di^w back with all the dignity 
of insulted virtue, while she surveyed 
him with mingled emotions of astonish- 
ment and horror. 

^' Look not on me thus, most adorable 
of your sex,* he continued ; " is it possi- 
ble you could imagine I beheld you with 
indiflFerence? No, you are dearer to me 
than life itself; and could you but con- 
ceive half the misery I have endured by 
toncealing my love, my adoration, yoiir 
gentle heart would surely pity me. 
Think what I have sufiered on behold- 
ing you the object of universal admira- 
tion; oh, it was misery in the extreme! 
Were I but free to offer you my hand as 
well as my heart, with what joy would 
I offer them to your acceptance ! Nay, 

frown 
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frown not, enchanting girl! prudence 
shall still conceal my wishes from all but 
thee." 

" Grood havens !" said Mary, clasping 
her hands in agony ; " surely my ears 
deceive me ! can the man I looked upon 
as possessed of honour and generosity be 
80 divested of virtue, so little master of 
his passions, as to be un&ithful to one of 
the most amiable of her sex, and aim at 
the ruin of an unprotected female, the 
early friend of his wife ? Oh ! ere it is 
too late, recal reason to your aid !" 

The approach pf some one forced sir 
Theodosius to start from his kneeling 
posture, and Mary embraced the oppor- 
tunity of a servant entering the apart* 
ment to hurry out of the room. 

She remained, during the rest of the 
evening, alone in her own chamber, un- 
der the plea of indisposition ; but the an- 
guish of her heart dbiased repose from her 
pillow, and she arose the following mom^ 
ing languid and unrefi:eshed 

Misj 
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Miss Beaumont entered her dressing* 
room at a pretty early hour to inquire * 
how she had passed the night, and these 
two. amiable women conversed together 
for 911 hour ere the much*abused Henri- 
etta, had left her couch» ^ 

Together they proceeded to the break* 
fast-saloon, to pay their compliments to 
lady Beaumont on the anniversary of her 
natal day. As Mary embraced her 
friend, a sickening sensation oppressed 
her for a moment, as the idea passed 
through her mind that she had proved 
the cause, however innocently, of 
estranging from her the affections of her 
husband. Instantly, however, resuming 
her accustomed calmness, she received 
the morning salutation of the baronet 
with a dignified i^elf-possession, which 
should have taught him to despair of 
ben^ng her to his guilty purpose. 

Mary presided at the toilet of lady 
Beaumont: arrayed in the elegant gift 
of friendship, with no other Ofnament on 

her 
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her head but a sprig of myrtle tastefully 
'interwoven amongst the profusion of faei* 
ovm silken tresses, she entered the prin^ 
cipal saloon with eyes sparkling with 
animation, and her cheeks flushed with 
expected pleasure. Beautiful as a fa^- 
\Aed houri, the chaste and simple style 
of her dress displayed her fine figure to 
the greatest advantage. 

Sir Theodosius was alone, leaning, in 
a melancholy posture, on a superb mar- 
ble chimneypiece, with his back to^ 
wards the door ; nor did he observe her 
entrance till, gently tapping him on the 
shoulder with her fan,*—** What, sir 
knight of the woful countenance,'' she 
playfUUy said, '* indulging your gloomy 
reveries in this temple of pleasure? 
What punishment ought the smiling 
goi^dess of this enchanted domain to in- 
flict on her recreant knight, for thus do- 
ing homage to her rival, melancholy ?"* 

Starting from his reverie, the baronet 
embraced his beatxteous wife with "a kilid 

of 



TBS mCHLAMD GASTLC* (5 



of feverish rapture; and then complin 
mafiting her en the elegmm of her dxeuf^ 
led her toaooadi, and phioed himself by 
her side 

The struggle between love and duty 
had been long and severe ki the mind of 
sir Theodosius Beaumont, and it is more 
tbin probable that the latter would have 
finally triumphed, but for the caprldoua 
anddiildish folly of Henrietta hersel£ 

Living in the constant eontemphtion 
ci the numerous charms and virtues of 
the higbly-gifted Mary, he at first began^ 
almost uneonsciously, to draw condu-^ 
sions unibvouraUe to his giddy w^« 
These were daily sArengthened by the 
rash petulance she had of late oofistant- 
ly displayed; and lapng aside all re- 
stndnt, his passion soon overleapt the 
boundaries of honour mid discretion. 

The HooL contempt with which liis 
dedardtion o( unbounded love was re« 
ceived by the virtuous orphan, atung his 
proud soul to agony ; but so hr frpm In- 
ducing 
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diicing him to relinquish this guilty 
pursuit, .it| on the contrary, only stimu*. 
lated him to greater perseverance. 

The appearance of his young ^nd 
lovely wife, smiling upon him with love 
and confidence, shot a pang through his 
soul, and once more he resolved to live 
for her alone, when the dpor opened, 
and Mrs. Lessington made her appear- 
ance. Running up to. the poor deceived 
viotuh of her maclunations, she em- 
braced her with all the appearance of the 
most unbounded friendships declared 
that she looked divine^ and told her that, 
she had hurried to. town on purpose to 
congratulate her on her birthday.—-'* I 
am about to rent a pleasant villa on the 
banks of the Than:(ea, where you must 
come and rusticate with me for a few 
weeks," continued this wily serpen t» 
*' and then i we will make a painty to 
Brighton or somewhere for the next 
fiViC. i»ot)thfi, siuce Losidoa is fast be-^ 
coming a solitude." 

" You 
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" You forget, my dear Lessington," 
said the credulous Henrietta, with some- 
thing like a sigh, *' that t04norrow we 
depart for Gloucestershire, and thence 
to Scotland for the remainder of the 
autumn, so that a long interval must 
elapse before we again enjoy the plea«* 
sure of each other*s society. • But why," 
she continued, after a pause, ^' as you 
talk of rusticating for a short time, 
cannot the term of your banishment 
fixHn the metropolis be spent in — — . 
Do, my good Lessington, consent, to 
rdieve a dull family-party by your 
duurmiug presence. Miss Beaum<9it is 
in town, but having some pecuniary 
concams to settle, w31. not be able to 
join us in less than a month ; therefore 
I can afford you a comer ia the car^ 
riage.** 

With much affected hesitation, but 
red joy, this very best of friends accept* 
ed the invitfition of the lovely being 
wbo^ peace, she meditated to destroy, 

and 
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and t^ronmed to be ready to set off by 
eleven o'clcok the following morning* 

The baronet remain^ a passive Iis« 
tener to diis compact ; a time was when 
he wOttld have teptobated sudi a com* 
ponion for the artless Henrietta ; but in* 
miieMMe had succeeded to the fervour 
of passion^ and instead of guarding her 
ftom the oontamination of this un{Nm>- 
^led woman, he would rather have re^ 
j^ced to find in her errors an exeuee 
for his own dereliction from reetitudei 

Miss Beaumont and Marjr now en- 
tered tiie rooiiL Mrs. Lessington- sa* 
luted the former with an ease and grace 
slie weU knew how to asaumei while 
she held out her hand to the latter witii 
the cordiality of an old acquaintance^ 
telling her that she had. agreed to be^ 
come her travelling companion on the 
morrow. Tkna intelligence, whicfe would 
formerly have been regarded by this 
amiable girl with dismay^ was now ra* 
ther a source ci consolation, since her 

presence^ 
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presence, she eonoeiyedi wouU enable 
her more effectually to avoid meeting 
sir Tfaeodosins aloiie. Miss Beaumont 
knew the chaiaeter of Miv. Leasington^ 
and she severely blamed bar brother for 
introdiiciBg her into bis bouae ; stilli 
with her characteii&ttic bebevoknoe, she 
determined to exfMedite her busiiieas in 
London, and hiirry .dawn toisrlouoerter^ 
shire, in order to shield by her presence 
her giddy 8t8ter4n-laMr irom the baneful 
arts of her visitor. 

Mary dectined joining the daneers, 
u^nder the plea of indispomtlmi^ and 
Sffiited herself with Miss Beaumont in 
a reeess, where they wope ei^aged in 
friendly chat, when the elegant foam of 
Henrietta stmck their eyes as she was 
flying t^irougfa the dance. 

Never had she appeared more lovely ; 
the graceful fall of her wiiite drapery, 
ahd the unadorned braids of her silken 
hair, dis^yed her £u;e and ferm to the 
greatest tAvantSLge, while mmiae had 
i heightened 
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V 

heightened her complexion, and given 
animation to her fine dark eyes. 

Mary heaved a sigh at the painful 
conviction, that ndther the youth, beau- 
ty, nor amiable qualities possessed by 
her friend, could chain the fickle heart 
of her husband, and longed for the pe« 
riod which would enable her to fly the 
detested presence of this unprincipled 
man. 

' The supper-room was thrown open at 
a late, or rather an early hour in the 
morning, where a table presented itself 
loaded with all the delicacies of the sea* 
son, and ornamented with various em« 
blematical ' devices, in allusion to the 
happy occasion of the entertainment. 

The youthful hostess presided with 
her usual ease and grace, and to a super- 
ficial eye might have been the happiest, 
as she was the gayest of buman beings. 
Mary, accustomed to' control het 
feelings, assumed a cbeerftilness foreign 
to her heart, and rejoiced when propri- 
ety 
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ety allowed her to retire to the privacy 
of her own chamber. Overcome with 
fatigue and mental anxiety, she threw 
herself on her bed, and soon sunk mto 
t profound slumber, which lasted for se- 
vetal hours. 

Starting up, she hastily dressed her* 
self, and then sat down to finish a lettw 
to Mrs. Frazer, detailing the insult she 
had received from the baronet, and en- 
treating that she would devise some ex- 
cuse for recalling her to Scotland imme^ 
diately, as she wished not to create un- 
pleasant suspicions in the mind of her 
fijend, by hastily terminating a visit 
which she had promised to -prolong till 
they should all set out together for th(e 
north in a very short time. 

She had scarcely finished her epistle 
when a gentle tap at her door was fol- 
lowed by the entrance of Miss Beau- 
mont. This lady observed traces of 
tears visible on the cheeks of tibe inte- 
resting girl, but too delicate to. notice 

them. 
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them, or pry into the cause of hef sor- 
irow8,.she took her hand, fiaymg*— '' Like 
myfldf. Miss Ferguflon, I observe you 
(dislike the constant buttle of fashionable 
flociety. It indeed destroys, in my 
opinion, all relish for social pleasure; 
and I am really at a loss to conceive 
irfaether complete aiditttde, at constantly 
making ione in a crowd, wfaeite the heart 
can take no interest in individual excel- 
lence, is most calculated to render us 
selfish, and blunt the best afieotions of 
our nature. Be ihat^ however, as it 
may, permit me to say that I higUj 
disapprove of Mrs. Lessington^s becom* 
ing an inmate m my farother^s family ; 
she is a daqgerous companion for the 
young and thoughtless, and I grieve to 
think that she should have acquired so 
great on ascendancy over my sister-in- 
law. I >sball not remain long behkMl, 
and should any circumstance occmr to 
render Mie Mge advice oftoffperknce de* 
iivable, you wlU always find in me a 

willing, 
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willing, and, I trast, a disinterested 
counsellor. Let no motives of false de- 
licacy prevent you from opening your 
heart to me, who haye both the will-and 
the power to shield you from every 
harm, till you are once more under the 
protection of your friends. But I have 
agitated you,** she continued, with a be- 
nevolent smile, '* and shall say no more 
till we meet again .'' 

Mary, affected even to tears, could 
only press the hand of this disinterested 
woman, ahd after a while they together 
descended to the breakfast-room. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Her eyelid's black and silken fringe 
Xiiy on her cheek of vfitrmil tinge, 

« 

Like the first ebon cloud, that closes 
Dark <m evening's heaven of roses ! 
Her glances y though in slumber hid, 
Seemed glowing Ihf^ugh their ivory lid. 
And o'er her lips reflecting dew 
A soft and liquid lustre threw, 
Siubh as, declming dim and faint. 
The lamp ofjome bfUvod saint 
Doth shed upon a flowery wreath, 
Which pious hands have hong beneath. 

Mooes. 

About noon lady Beaumont and Mary 
commenced their journey in a new tra- 
velling chariot, accompanied by sir Theo- 
dosius and Mrs. Lessington on horse- 
back. The baronet disliking, or pre- 
jtending to dislike, a close carriage* pro- 
posed this arrangement, and challenged 

the 
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the ladies to take tfaeir turn as his com* 
panions. 

After riding a few hours, Mrs. Les* 
sington declaring herself fatigued, re« 
quested Mary to take her jdaee, and 
alighting sprung into the carriage, which 
was no sooner in motion tiian her com- 
panion reverted to the ^ulgect of his odi* 
ous passion. He Tehemently declared 
that whatever might be bis sufferings, 
he would carefully conceal the admira- 
tion with which she had inspired him 
from all eyes, but^ espedally from th^ 
knowledge of lady Beaum<Hit ; and that 
all the return he expected &r this de* 
votedness was a teiicfer friendship. 

It may be easily conceived how much 
the virtuous and high-minded orphan 
endured in being thus' constrained to 
listen to such language; but restmining 
her tears by a violent effort, with dig- 
nified calmness^ she replied*^'' When I 
beibame the visitor of latdy Beaumont, J^ 
little suspected that her husband woul4 

i; S become 
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become my persecutor. You must be 
well aware, sir Theodosius, that while 
you acted with propriety you possessed 
my friendship and esteem; but now I* 
must frankly confess my opinion of you 
is changed/* 

" Say not so, cruel girl," he replied ; 
*^ love is an involuntary passion ; grant 
me therefore your pity ; say you do not 
hate me ; is there not some merit in con- 
cealing my love, and studying the peace 
of lady Beaumont? restore me, I conjure 
you, at least restore me to that friend- 
ship I have forfeited." 

** You must first,'* rejoined Mary, 
** summon honour and reason to your 
aid, in order to conquer your guilty pias- 
sion. You must, as far as circumstances 
will admit, avoid my qompany, nor ever 
more insult me by a repetition of such 
conversation as you have this day in- 
dulged in ; on these conditions, and on 
%hese only, my future friendship must d^ 
pend.*' 

*' Hard 
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^'Hard sentcineef cruel gitl! I will 
however strive to obey yoa, sdvd culti- 
vate your esteem ; but. say at lenst you 
pty the conflict I endure ; say you do 
Bot rejoice in my misery •** 

** I wish you happy, sicTheodosius ; it 
is in your own power to be so ; and lie- 
\et more, I again entreat you, renew this 
odious sul^tr'^ 

•*Ah, MaryE how can I submit to 
this hajrsb command ? By participation 
my grief would be in some measure al- 
layed ; and to whom but yourself can I 
diru%e my present unhappiness ? Lis- 
ten to me at least ! It will be some alle- 
viation to the affliiction whidi consumes 



ma" 



To sndi flights as these was the in- 
£gnant girl compelled to listen, until 
they reached the inn. at which they 
stopped to dine. When they entered 
the parlour, Henrietta noticed the lan- 
guid air and colourless cheeks .of heps 
friend, and inquired with an appearance 

E 3 of 
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of more interest after her health than 
she had lately displayed towards her. 

During the remainder of this disa^ 
greeable journey she was at intervals 
condemned to listen to sir Theodosius' 
assurance of the constancy of his detes- 
table passion ; and when at length they 
reached Beauiqont Lodge^ Mary» faint 
and ill, was forced to retire to bed. 

** During the night her thoughts were 
wandering and unconnected, ^nd it wat 
not till towards morning that she sunk 
into a disturbed slumber. *0n rinng 
next morning, her head tcbed so vie* 
lently that it was impossible for her to 
appear below. When her friend heard 
of her indisposition, she flew to her 
apartment in the utmost anxiety, which 
WHS not lessened by the pale dheeks and 
heavy eyA of Mary i 

Taking her burning hand, lady Beau* 
mont proposed to send instantly for me- 
dical advice ; but Mary so earnestly en« 
treated her to desist, saying that she 

would 
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I 

would be aHe to join the fitmily at din* 
ner, that she prevailed on her to give up 
the idea &r the preacntt 

Xjefit once more alone, she began seri^ 
oiisly. to reflect on the conduet it behov-» 
'ed her to pursue in the pdnful predica- 
ment in tvhioh she stood. She grieved 
that die bed not made Miss Beaumont 
the confidant of her brother's conduct^ 
and Brrax^gtd with her the best mode of 
putting an esuA to her visit, without giv« 
ittg rise to a suspickra of the truth in the 
Hmid of hdy Beaumont Now that she 
had left London, the difiSculty of travel^ 
ling to Soofland alone was augmented 
taifold, nor could ^e devise a sufficient 
reason, the true one excepted, to urge to 
her friend, fi>r so strange a proceeding. , 
She determined there&oe to arm herself 
with patience till the arrival of Miss. 
Beaumont, or a letter from Mr. Frazer, 
and in the mean time sedulously toi 
avoid iiiB presence of the baronet 

Having once resolved on the proprie- . 

E 4 ' ty 
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ty of this mode of conduct, thie native 
dignity and firroiieM of her mind enabled 
her so far to overcome her feelings as to 
appear with her usual placid composure 
in the family circle. 

The arrival of sir Theodosius Beau* 
mont at the seat of his ancestors soon 
drew crowds of visitors, to congratulate 
him on his recent marriage ; and had the 
mind of our orphan been at eaise, the va- 
riety of charapters with which she had 
now occasion to assodate, so different 
from all she had ever before met with, 
would have afforded her much amuse* 
ment. But melancholy and abstracted, 
she found a great effort necessary to^pre- 
serve even an appearance of cheerfulness 
in the presence of her friend ; and when . 
alone, she was too prone to indulge in 
glopmy anticipation of the future, which 
gave a tinge of languor to her whole 
manners and appearance the very reverse 
of the open*hearted hilarity natural to 
her character. 

A week 
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. A week bad passed away, and never, 
in the estimation of Maiy, had Time be- 
fi)re seemed to lag in bis course, when a 
packet from Scotland was put into her 
hands, that for the time proved a sove- 
reign balm to her wounded mind. It 
contained, along with testimonies of the 
continued friendship and affection of her 
beloved lady Frazer and the family of 
Bouverie, a letter . from tliat highly- 
prized youth himself. After expressing 
his satisfaction at Mary having accom- 
panied lady Beaumont to London, as 
the novelty of all around her would, 
be trusted, enlarge the sphere of her 
ideas, and assist in dispelling the gloom 
she would feel in his absence, he spoke 
of his probable stay in Jamaica not ex- 
ceeding six nionths, and dwelt with rap- 
ture on bis reunion with the dear com-* 
pan|on of his infancy, the destined wife 
of his future days. 

While Mary shed tears of delight over 

this tender memorial of pure attachment, 

^ ^ E 5 sir 
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sir Theocbsitts Beaumont ittid hh infa- 
mous proposals were alike forgotten^ 
With the elastic step of happiness, she 
bounded after Henrietta, whom she ob-» 
served crossing the lawn by herself; 

Her engagement to Bouverie Fmzetf • 
had never been communicated to her 
friend, who was of too volatile a disposi-- 
tion to sympathize in the profound and 
high-toned feelings which Mary cherish* 
ed for her lover. Rejoicing, hovever^ 
to see a smile reillume her wan cheeky 
lady Beaumont took her arnnfr and to* 
gether they strolled towards a copse at 
the western extremity of the park, con* 
versing on the land of their birth and 
the friends equally dear to each. 

Just as they reached a mount . which 
overlooked a meandering rivulet, sir 
Theodosius overtook them with a pae* 
ket of papers in bis hand; upon which 
Henrietta requested her friend to walk 
forward to a sliady arbour at no great 
distance, and she would follow her, after 

having 
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having given an audience to her lord and 
master. 

Mary sauntered forwards>^ and seating 
herself <m a r u stic bench, took Bou verie's 
letter from her pocket and began to re* 
peruse it. 

In a few minutes the rustling of th^ 
leaves behind her afforded, as she ima- 
gined, a^-warning of lady Beaumont's ap 
proaeh ; scarcely had she time to replace 
the letter when her hand was seized by 
some ane, and looking round with sur^ 
prise, the hated form of count Neureur- 
fourgh met her eye. Thrown complete* 
ly off her guards she uttered an inyolun* 
^ tsaj shriek, and would have i|ed had nqt 
the count detained her. 

Falling at her feet, he swore he had 
been mis^able sinpe last tibey parte^d^ 
entreated her pity^ and iu equivocal 
terms made a tender of his lieart and for- 
tune. 
The shriek . of surprise uttered by 
: E 6 Mary 
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Mary had alarmed the baronet and \n$ 
lady. Sir Theodosius hastened to learn 
the cause, and arrived in view as the 
count ceased speaking. He approaohed, 
but started baek with surpriseon observ* 
ing that it was Neurenburgh who had 
excited her terror. 

The count, abashed at the sight of sir 
Theodosius, immediately let go the hand 
which he had detained a captive, when 
Mary springing up, sought protection by 
the side of the baronet ** Good hea^ 
yens ! Mary<~Miss Ferguson, you look 
pale and terrified ; compose yourself; in 
my presence no evil shall reach yovi. 
The intention * which biK)ught you 
hither, count Neurenburgh," said sir 
Theodosdus, reddening with anger, ** re- 
mains to be explained; but I must in- 
form you, sir, that while. Miss Fecguson 
is under my protection, no one shall in«» 
sqlt her with impunity." 

Terrified at the baronet*s menaces, 

Mary 
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Mary conjured hkm to return with her 
to lady Beaumont, who must have been 
alatmed at the outery she had made. 

'' I have no doubt," she added, '* but 
oount Neurenburgh is by this time fuUy 
sensible of the impropriety of his con- 
duct, and will avoid a repetition of it ;"* 
and so saying she took the arm of the 
baronet and turned froiQ the spot 

The oount till now stood absorbed in 
profound meditation, as if endeavouring 
tofraitie some plausible excuse for his 
intrusion ; but when he observed the ba» 
ronet leading off his fair visitor, he said 
— " Hear toe patiently, sir Theodosius ; 
my utmost ambition is to call Miss Fer* 
guson mine ; let me entreat your consent 
to address her; p]ead for me ; niake any 
terms you please, only influence your 
charming ward to bondur me with her 
hand." 

Sir Theodosius itood for some mo* 
raents in dlent astonishment after the 
count ceased speaking ; then turning to 

Mary, 
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Maty^ he inquired what r^ly he was to 
make to tjhe proposal. * 

With the calm dignity of ofiefiided ' 
, Virtue, the lovely orphan tumed towai'ds 
count Neurenburgb-^" The humiliating 
imult yo« ' lately offered me,'' said she; 
'* cannot easily be banished from my> 
memory, and I must own creates doubta 
of the sincerity of your present proposals4 
Be that, however, as it may, I embrace 
this opportunity of solemnly assuring 
you, in the presence of my friend^ that 
lio consideration wiU ever induce me to 
unite my fate with that of a nian who 
supposed me capable of saorificing my 
honour at the shrine of unhallowed pas^ 
aion." 

Sir Tbeodosius fixed a scrutinizing 
gaze on the oountenanee of Mary, for she 
had never mentioned, either to him or 
lady Beaumont, the insulting proposal 
cf the count; bat in her open • brow he , 
saw otAj contempt fxHr* the object befbie 
her, and again motioned to d^rt« 

Count 
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Count Nenrenbiurgb, ct^er not to lose 
his present advantage) fell at the feet of 
the justly-ofiended fidr ome^ acknowLedg-* 
ing that he was ovevpowwed with shamd 
at the reooHeotion of his past conduct 
He again entreated the baronet to inters 
cede in his behalf, or he should be the 
most wreti^hed b£ human beings. 

Su- Theodosiiis briefly replied, that 
Miss Ferguson was entirely at her own 
disposal. 

The count then urged the baronet sa 
strenuously to grant him permission to 
call at the Lodge, if only as a friend, tliat» 
seemingly much against his inclination, 
he consented.' 

. Mary, surprised and disquieted at 
this inter view,^ remained silent. She 
read duplidty in the aspect of this au- 
dacious foreigner, and was fiilly oonvin* 
eed that his anxiety to gain admission 
ii)to the baronets family was only with 
the view of ensnaring her* affections foi^ 
the. basest of purposes. Sick at hearty 

she 
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she ' begged sir Theodosius to return 
with her to the house, when^ after a few 
more complimentary speeches, the count 
bowed and took his leave. 

A faintness. pervaded the frame of the 
agitated girl, which obliged her to lean 
on the baionet's' arm for support, as they 
pursued their way towards the house. 
On approaching the lawn, they met seve> 
ral servants whom lady Beaumont, in her 
fright, had dispatched to their assistance. 
In the hall stood Henrietta herself^ who 
immediately led the way to her dressing- 
room. 

While Mary was struggling to gain 
composure, the baronet informed his la- 
dy of all that had passed, and continued 
--" Though I have always regarded 
Neurenburgh as a designing man, yet 
his honourable overtures, I thought, de- 
manded at least a return of civility ; but 
I am afraid the permission I gave him 
to call at Beaumont Lodge may be. dis- 
{igreeable to our young friend. At pre- 
sent, 
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sent, howeVa:, I observe Miss Fergu- 
son's spirits are too much depressed to 
pursue the subject^ so shall bid you both 
adieu." 

The following morning count Neuren* 
burgh presented himself at the Lodge 
at an early hour. 

Lady Beaumont received him alone, 
and so effectually did the wily foreigner 
ingratiate himself into her good graces^ 
that she gave him an invitation to stay 
dinner. 

At table sir. Theodosius looked grave, 
nay even displeased; but his volatile 
lady, flattered by the attentions of the 
count, and the compliments he paid to 
the elegance of her taste, was in high 
spirits. 

Soon after dinner, he joined the ladies 
in the drawing-room, whien, to the ex- 
treme mortification of Mary, lady Beau- 
mont immediately left the i^artment. 

Throwing himself on his knees, he re- 
iterated with the utmost vehemence the 

assurance 
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«iS8umnce of his unbounded love; but 
his dignified auditor soon put a^ stop to 
his rhodomontade, by gravely declaring 
it to be her fixed resolve to decline the 
honour of hi$ hand. 

The eonnt^ started, changed colour^ 
and was lost in a profound reverie ; at 
length recovering the use of his speech, 
he assured her of his evedasting con^ 
$tancy, and declared it to be his detem 
mination to take advaatage of a general 
invitation given him by lady Beauxaoa^^ 
and use his utmost efforts to render 
himself i^eeaUe to the mistress of hia 
affectionft 

Mary heard this affirmation in digni-^ 
fied silenop, and was about to leave the 
room, when the entrance of sir Tbeodo* 
sius and the rest of his visitora put a stop 
to the loquadty of the count, and the 
evening passed more agreeably thaa 
could have been anticipated. 

At an early hour the next day, Mk^s^. 
Lressington returned from a visit she had 

been 
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been paying in the neighbourhood. She 
expressed much surprise at seeing count 
Keurenburgh at Beaumont Lodge ; yet 
Mary, who was in the saloon when sh« 
entered, fancied she could discern a 
glance of intelligence pass between them. 

As soon after dinner as the ladies re- 
tired to the drawing-room, the proposals 
of the count, and Mary's, refusal, were 
made the subject of conversation by the 
heedless Hemietta. 

Mrs. Lessington rallied our orphan on 
what she termed the romance of her 
character; *^ or perhaps,'' she added, 
playfully patting her cheek, * you ex* 
pect to have thla beauteous brow of 
yours adorned with a ducal coronet ?" 

Sir Tbeodosius, in l^e mean time, 
looked ill and unhappy. Far from 
striving to conquer his passion, he cbe-* 
rished it as the greatest solace of his e^« 
istence. He execrated the folly that 
had led him to wound the chaste ears of 
the object of his mad adoration by so 

sudden 
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sudden a dedaration of his love; and 
self-deoeivedy believed that oould she be 
brought to pardon his presumption, and 
restore him to her wonted confidence 
and friendship, peace would again be^ 
come the companion of his bosom. 

Though silent on the subject of his 
odious passion, the pure mind of Mary 
shrunk from his presence, and except at 
meals, she now almost confined herself 
wholly to her own chamber. . 

Mrs. Lessington was too well ac- 
quainted with the human heart not to 
perceive, in spite of his utmost caution, 
that sir Theodosius was deeply smitten 
with the charms of the fair Caledonian^ 
and she lost no opportunity of striving 
to awaken the donnant embers of jea- 
lousy in the bosom of his lady, The in- 
creasing coldness of Henrietta's beha- 
viour towards herself convinced Mary 
that the diabolical insinuations of that 
dangerous woman had at last sunk deep 
into the heart of her friend, and she im- 
patiently 
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patiently waited till either a letter from 
Mrs. Frazer, or the aitival of Miss 
Beaumont, should enaUe her to bid adieu 
to Beaumont Lodge. 

In daily expectation of one or both of 
these events, and animated by the cheer- 
ing hope of Bouverie's speedy return, 
she assumed a gaiety foreign to her heart, 
though her health suffered from the 
mortification she daily endured. 

Being one day affected by a violent 
headach, she wandered out alone, in the 
hope that the air would afford her relief. 
Pursuing her way through a sequestered 
path that led to a woody dell, she enter- 
ed a rustic arbour, several of which had 
been constructed on different parts of 
the grounds to afford shelter from the 
midday heats, and reclining on a moss- 
covered seat, she bared her burning tem- 
ples to the evening breeze. Refreshed 
by the cool air, and soothed by the tran- 
quillity and repose of the surrounding 

scene. 
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scene, her thoughts reverted to the hap- 
py days of her infancy, when, under the 
protection of her valued paternal firiend^ 
the sunshine of peace and joy illumined 
her days. The mournful change in her 
present prospects next rushed forcibly 
to her mind, and her tears fell unre« 
strained at the striking conJtrast. Re- 
lieved by this salutary burst of grief, she 
dwelt with revived hope on her future 
reunion with all she held dear, when 
her present sufferings would be forgot* 
ten, or only remembered as a painful 
dream. 

In the midst of these bright visions of 
love and hope, time flew unheeded ; the 
previous heat of the day had exhausted 
her enfeebled frame, and sftie sunk into 
an unconscious slumber. In dreams she 
revisited her native Scotland; and hand 
in hand, again wandered through the 
defightful shades of Glencross with her 
beloved Bou vetie. A smile' df joy and • 

confidence 
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confidence playecl oq her coral lips, as 
supinely she lay extended on her mossy 
couch. 

At this moment Mn. Lessington en*' 
tered the covert: had her eye possessed 
the power of the basifisk, the mioon* 
scious object of her hatred would have 
be^Q instantly sacrificed to her malignant 
glai>ce ; as it was, she silently retreated,, 
and meeting sir Theodosins at the extre- 
mity of the path, playfully said*^'* If 
you wish to contemplate sleeping beauty, 
center yon arbour," and hurried away. 

The peaceful slumbers, of Mary were 
quickly disturbed by a slight noise, and 
starting up, she beheld sir Tbeodosius 
kneeling by her side.*— *' How dare you 
thus intrude on my privacy ?** said the 
indignant ghrl, rising to leave the bower, 
when the baronet, seizing her hand, ob» 
structed her progress At this' unfortu- 
nate moment bdy Beaumpnt, leaning 
on the arm of count' Neurenburgb, and 
followed by Mrs. Lessdngteov turned an 

angle 
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angle in the glade, and entered the ar- 
bour. 

The shock was too powerful for the 
weakened spirits of Mary, and bereft of 
speech, she sunk fainting on the seat 
from which she had risen. On recover- 
ing her consciousness, she perceived she 
was alone with the baronet, who was 
banging over her with the utmost anx- 
iety depicted on his countenance.— '^ In- 
jured excellence T he said, on perceiving 
she had recovered, ^ what can I plead in 
excuse for my im^nrudence? how so- 
licit pardon for the pain I have occa- 
sioned you ?" 

'' Barbarous roan ! leave me !*' replied 
the injured girl; '^ what demon tempted 
you to invade my repose ?•• 

*' Mrs. Les^gton was that demon ; 
but let her beware ; she is too much in 
my power to offend me with impunity.. 
I fly to compel her to speak the truth, 
and vindicate your purity to the abused 
and credulous Henrietta.** 

So 
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So saying, he left the arbour, and Ma- 
ry, after - endeavouring to compose her 
agitated spirits, slowly returned to the 
house, and sought the solitude of her 
own apartment H^*e she wept in bit- 
terness of soul her hard lot; her mind 
was in a perfect chaos, nor could she, as 
yet, reflect cooUy on the steps it be- 
hoved her to pursue. Impatiently had 
she waited for a letter from Mrs. Frazer, 
but weeks had passed over since it 
might have arrived, yet hel: maternal 
friend continued silent. Not doubting 
her attachment, Mary, amidst her own 
mortifications, was tormented with the 
dread that some evil had befallen her 
friends^ since to some heavy domestic 
calamity alone could she attribute her 
seeming negligence 

Buried in these painful reveries, the 
suffering girl heeded not the lapse of 
time till the door of her dressing-room 
opened* and the baronet entered. 

As she was about to reprove his in- 
VOL. IV. p trusion. 
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trusion, he interrupted her by saying 
that be had been with lady Beaumont, 
and candidly declared to her the whole 
truth ; " but her ladyship^" he continued, 
'^ spumed me 'from her, and, instigated 
by that fiend in the human shape, the 
worthless Lessington, she even dared to 
call in question your angelic purity ; we 
part, therefore, for ever.** 

The words of sir Theodosius struck 
like an icebolt to the soul of the suffer- 
ing orphan, and her proud heart swelled 
almost to bursting, at the unjust sur- 
mises of one who had known her since 
their days of infancy. 

Without uttering a word, she flew to 
the apartment of Henrietta, who, pale 
as the sheeted dead, lay extended on a 
couch, with no one near her but Le 
Noir. She detailed to her every cir- 
cumstance as it had happened ; related- 
the intention she had formed of quitting 
Beaumont Lodge as soon as she h^d ire- 
iceived a letter from Mrs. Frazer ; and 

conjured 
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conjured her by their early friendship, 
and the knowledge she had of her prin- 
ciples, to say if it were possible she 
could have become the guUty being she 
supposed. 

• " You act your part .well," said Hen- 
rietta, sarcastically; ** but I wish to be 
alone at present ; doubtless sir Theodo- 
sius awaits your return." 

Indignantly Mary arose— *^ I pity the 
misery you at present endure," she said, 
*^ but a time will come, when, the mist of 
prejudice being removed from your eyes, 
you will regret your present injustice. 
Be advised, Henrietta, by one sincerely 
interested in your happiness; no longer 
cherish the friendship of Mrs. Lessing- 
t(m ; she is a viper who wUl in the end 
sting to death the bosom that has fos- 
tered her.'' 

Ditoppc»nted in the hope of impress- 
ing conviction on the irritated mind of 
her friend, !Mary again retired to the se- 
clusion of her own dressing-room, there 

F 2 to 
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to reflect on the best mode of proceed- 
ing to Scotland without delay. 

As she dreaded, sir Theodosius was 
pacing the apartment with hasty strides. 
He stopped at her entrance, but the 
flushed cheek, and^the indignant expres- 
sion which marked her countenance, 
convinced him that Henrietta continued 
inflexible in her opinions. He would 
have taken her hand, but, with the 
calm dignity of injured innocence, she 
waved him fi-om her, and requested he 
would withdraw. Reluctantly he pre* 
* pared to comply with her request, at 
the same time entreating that she would 
favour him with half an hour's conver- 
sation in the morning. Mary bowed in 
silence to this petition, and her persecu- 
tor immediately retired. 

Left once more alone, she revolved in 
her mind by* what mode of conveyance 
it would be most prudent to proceed.- 
Since the open rupture of the baronet 
with his lady, he seemed reckless of 

consequences^ 



I 
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- consequences, and she dreaded that he 
would hang on her steps: She deter- 
mined, therefore, to proceed to the 
nearest post-town, and take her place 
in the coach for Edinburgh, as being- a 
safer and more unexceptionable convey^ 
ance than a postchaise, wholly unat- 
, tended as dbe was. 

With money she was amply supplie<I 
for the jouitiey, since the packet put into 
her hands by Mr. Murray at parting 
with her in Edinburgh contained a draft 
on a banker in London for one hundred 
pounds, which, as well as the sum which 
the watchful care df Bouverie had left 
for her use, Remained nearly untouched. 

Having once determined on the line 
of conduct she meant to pursue, her 
mind became more tranquil ; and though 
she grieved at having been the innocent 
cause of so much suflfering to her friend^ 
she could not wholly acquit Henrietta 
herself of having, by her capricious con- 

F 3 duct. 
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duct, paved the way for the estrange* 
ment of her husband's affections. 

Fatigued and exhausted as she was, 
she lost not a moment in making the 
necessary preparations for her journey, 
and having, by means of the faithful 
Susan, who, since her leaving Scotland, 
had been her more immediate attendant, 
secured a horse and one of the villagers 
to attend her to B— — by daylight the 
next morning, she threw herself oh her 
bed to obtain, if possible, a short repose. 

Susan was at her bedside before it 
was fully light, and having prevailed on 
her to partake of a slight breakfast, they 
proceeded, with noiseless steps, through 
the corridor, till they reached a door 
leading by a flight of niarble steps to 
the shrubbery, from whence they easily 
gained the path to the village. 

Taking an affectionate farewell of the 
sobbing girl, and placing in her hand a 
token of remembrance, Mary, mounted 

on 
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m. a pillion behind hier rustic conductor, 
6oon lost sight of Beaumont Lodge. 

After an uncomfortable ride of nearly 
six miles, she reached B , and im- 
mediately repaired to the inn from 
whence the northern coach set out; 
but, to her extreme mortification, she 
found it had departed nearly an hour 
before her arrival. 

As there was no alternative, she was 
forced to remain tiU the following morn- 
ing, and, being much fatigued, she re- 
iited to a bedchamb^, and enjoyed, se- 
veral hours^ sound sleep. She awoke 
much reir^shed, and descended to a 
amall parlour, where the doth was laid 
fpr dinner. Having hurried over her 
solitary meal, she took out a volume of 
Shakespeare, with the view of diverting 
her mind from painful retrospections.; 
but the attempt was firuitless, and, rest- 
ing her arm on the table, she was soon 
buried in a profound reverie, 
- The shades of evening were beginning 

F 4 to 
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to fall wbeti the door of her little |>ifiti> 
lour opened, and count Neurenburgii 
entered. He fell at ber feet^ and, with 
insulting vivacity, repeated his infamoaa 
proposal that she would become th^ 
companion of his travels. 

Great as was Mary's vexation at his 
appearance, she betrayed no outward 
signs of agitation, but,* with a solemnity 
that awed even the libartine county re- 
iterated her unqualified reyectiom of his 
suit 

As he was about to reply, the well-- 
known, and to Mary the d^ded voice 
of sir Tbeodosius Beaiunont struck on 
her ear, — ** iTou must answer to me» 
count Neurenburghi for this intrurion»^ 
he said, in a tone o£ haughty m^iace^ 
interposing between him and the fair 
object of their contention. 

•' When and where you please^''' was 
the laconic reply, as, eooUy bowing to 
Mary, the count left the rooift. 

Strongly was jhe tempted to call him 

back» 
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6ack, 80 odious to her had the baronet 
ef late become ; but checking the half- 
ftnned WBh/ she merely said*—*' Is this 
well done, sir Theodosius, to persecute 
one you faa^e abeedy so deeply in- 
jured?" 

" My sweet love,** he replied, atfieinpt- 
ing to sei2e her hand, ** we are met to 
part no more ; how could you so cruelly 
fly from one who adores you to mad<^ 
ness ? My hand, "were it at liberty, you: 
must well know, would be yours ; let 
us leaTe this detested country ; on the 
Continent you may pass for my wife, and 
when lady BefEiumont dies, I iswear—~" 

" Stop, monster,'* she exdiaimed, •* nor 
again wound my ears by such language, . 
or you will force me to seek that pro-- 
tection which the kws of my country 
will unquestionably afford me«" 

A light step now approadied, and as 
sir Theodosius turned to reprove the in- 
truder — " Is it my brother who thus 
persecutes innocence?'' was uttered in a 

F 5 tone 
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tone of the deepest sorrow by Miis 
Beaumont, who stood by his side. 

Had the most hideous spectre met 
the eyes of the baronet, it oould not 
have produced a more appaUing effect 
than did the presence of his beloved and 
highly-venerated sister. 

Several years older than himself, she 
had acted to him the part of a parent ; 
and such was the influence she had ac- 
quired over his. wayward passions, that 
she appeared to be the only being who 
could bend his stubborn wiU. Her un- 
expected appearance in tihie present case 
seemed to have aroused the latent sense 
of honour in his bosom, and, self-con- 
demned, he hurried out of the room, 
and was leaving the hous'e, when tlie 
valet of count Neurenburglt put a note 
into his hand that changed his deteribi- 
nation. ' 



^^ CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VL 



O woman ! in oar hours of ease, 
Unoertaiiv coy» and hard to pleaK^ 
And variable a* the shade. 
By the light quivering aspen made^ 
When pain an(f anguish wring the bfow, 
A sainiatering a^gel thou. dcoTT* 

Marx, who had hitherto comported her- 
self with the greatest firmness, now^ 
when the necessity for exertion ceased, 
sunk weepings into the arm» of Miss 
Beaumont. Into her frieni^y bosom she 
poured the tale of her griefs ; the con-^ 
duct of her brqther and eount Neuren- 
burgh^ the jealousy of Henrietta, the &^ 
lence of Mrs. Frazer, her engagement 
to Bouveri^ and the mystery of her 
birth, were all revealed with unhesitating 
candour. 

f6 Her 

r 
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Her compassionate auditor listened 
ivith the deepest interest to her mourn- 
ful history, and when it terminated, en-* 
treated her, with a benevolent smile, to 
compose her agitated spirits.~^* Undtt 
my protection," she added, " you aire 
safe from farther pursuit from my poor 
mistaken Beaumont, nor should I sup- 
pose count Neurenburgh would again 
attempt to intrude into your presence. 
The storm that has lately threatened 
your peace will, I trust, quickly disperse, 
and be forgotten, or only remembered 
to enhance your future happiness,* when 
restored to friends so jusliy dear to yoUr 
heart. But as to traveUitig alone and 
tinproteoted^ especially In the present 
^tate of your heftlth and spirits, it is not 
to be thought of; to return to Beau- 
mont Lodge, or remain in a public inh, 
would be cfqually exceptionable; the 
dearest friend fate has spared to me re- 
sides with a widowed = motiier a few 
miles from hence; to her cottage I will 

conduct 
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conduct you by tcvtaofiow'ls dnwn, wbere 

yoa will be eherished fer my «ake. Hav*^ 

ing seen yoa in a place of safety, my 

next care must be to eoneiliate the in* 

Jured, but knprudent Henrietta. Of an 

unbending di^osition, which was fostw* 

ed by eaily indulgenee, the adoiowledg- 

ment of enw is peculisry painful to the 

proud spirit of my brother \ should lady 

Beaumcmt, therefore^ continue to n^eet 

bis ofiers of ooncUiation, a separation 

must be inevitaUe. Had she> on the 

Tontrary^ given him credit for the sinoe- 

rity with which he laid open to her view 

. the wanderings of his wayward heart, 

ehe might have secured to * herself ^ 

: firmer hold on his affieetions than even 

when her youthful charms led him jsi 

willing captive to her fecL While, 

however, Mrs. Lessington continues her 

bosom friend and counsellor, I expect to 

find her deaf to the voice of reason and 

prudenee. On the Continent, sir llieo- 

do&dus' filrst met this artiful womMi, and 

smitten 
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smitten by her*. beauty, and fasdiiatiog 
m^QerSi he became an attendant, satel- 
itte.on.her i9plen<tid course. .Whether 
.the intercourse between them everover- 
: stuped the boundary of virtue^ J do not 
. kooHT ; but when . the news of. my bi»- 
. ther's marriage with a northern . bettuty 
reached her earSf frenzy took possessi<m 
* of her soul, atad she swore, in the bitter- 
ness of Iter, heart, tobereveiiged on him 
and his unoffending wofe. How religi- 
cusly she . has.* kept her oath, you have 
.unfortuni^ly been but too well fated 
to know,, though* I hope, no ultimate 
evil will ensue from her dark plottings. 
At present: I must seek my erring bro- 
ther, and trust, when I return^ to And 
you more oomfiosed/'. 

Mary n^sed he; tearful eyes in grati- 
tude to her considerate iriend, wbo 
. pressed her hand and glided out of the 
apartment. 

At a lat^ bour in the evening she re- 
entered tlie ropWi 4oUoW;c4tbyv a. waiter 

4 with 
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•with tea. Traits of deep and powerful 
agitation were yidUe on her oounte- 
nance, but the name of m Tfaeodosius 
no more passed her lips. She strove, on 
the contrary, to lead the mind of her 
young companion to other and far difie- 
rent subjects of contemplation. She 
spoke of the friends they were to visit, 
the beauty of thdr sequestered dwelling, 
and the pleasure Mary would experience 
from their society. 

During the night the kdies shared 
the same chamber, and after ah early 
breakfast^ a chaise was ordered to convey 
them to Ivy Cottage^ 

As they were prepforing to set out, sir 
Theodosius Beaumont's valet rushed in- 
to the room, with temir depicted in his 
countenance, excMming that liis master 
was wounded. 

Dreadfully alarmed^ his sister rushed 
from the apartment, followed by the 
equally-teri^ified Mary* In the hall they 
met tlie object of th^ solidtude, appa- 
rently 
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rentier lifelMi, borne by two men, who 
pkoed their insensible bniden on a sofii 
in an adjoining parlour* A suTgeon^ 
who had been hastily summone4 soon 
after airived» and hsiving examined the 
patient, declared his wound not to- be 
mortal, but that he had merely fainted 
through loss of blood. 

Miss Beaum<nit, who, with her usual 
odnside»tti<m, bad after the first alarm re* 
quested the poor distressed girl to retire, 
now hastened to relieve her worst fears 
by assurances of the baronets safety. 
She then wzote a few hasty lines of in- 
troduction to her friends at the Cottage^ 
and entreated Mary to proceed with the* 
chmse, as her remaining under the same 
roof with her wounded brother would, 
under every drcumstanoe of the case> be 
highly improper. 

Miss Beaumont^s next care was to^ 
send off an express to the Lodge, lest an 
exaggerated account of the disaster 
might lesQh the ears of lady Benupiont ; 

but 
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bot long ere slie could expect the return 
of her messenger, her ladyship rushed 
into the little parlour of the inn vrhere 
her sister-in-kw was seated. 

The account of the baronet's danger 
revived all ber tenderness ; his harshness^ 
his neglect, his infidelity, all were for«- 
gotten ; the image of her belbired Beau^ 
mont, wounded and dying alone, took 
possession ' of her mind, and the instant 
horses could be put to the carriage she 

set off fbr B , without even a thought 

of Mrs* licssington, who happened to be 
in the groimds when the express ar- 
rived. 

With the greatest tenderness Miss 
Betfumont soothed the dirtraction of 
Henrietta, who blamed her own thoughts 
less lev%^ and subsequent harshness iot 
all the evils that had happened.--^'' With 
my own hands,'' 6h6 said, ^^ I presentedi 
a jneture of perfection- tb the view of my 
husbiOMly and heightened the ctmtrast 
between M«ry and mysdf by my own 

capricious 
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capricious folly. Instead of imitating' 
the virtues I saw him jadmire, I e^tin* 
guished every reipaining spark of affec- 
tion towards myself in his bosom by my 
ill-concealed jealousy; while I drove 
from my heart and my home the ange- 
lic being who, in spite of my injustice^ 
was labouring to secure my peace, by 
shidding from my knowledge the dere- 
liction dT my husband. Never can Beau- 
mont fcxgive me; never 'can I forgive' 
myself r Tears streamedfrom the eyes 
of Henrietta as, resting her burning 
forehead on her hand, she remained the 
mute image of despair. 

Miss Beaumont^ endeavoured not to 
check this salutary relief to her overbur- 
dened htert; but seating herself by her 
side, ^e watched the moments of return- 
ing composure to whisper hope arfd con- 
solation in her afflicted bosom. 

. The ball had been readily extracted 
by a skilful surgeon, who expressed no 
fears for the safety of his patimt, except 

what 
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i^hat might be apprehended from the 
weakness consequent on the profuse loss 
of blood.. Enjouiing the strictest quiet, 
he took his departure, and when lady 
Beaumont arrived, the invalid had sunk 
into a profound slumber. 

Tranquillized in some measure by the 
soothings of her sister, she waited with 
tolerable composure till the baronet 
awoke, which yras not till after the lapse 
of several hours. She would then have 
immediately flown to his chamber, but 
"WBS gently withheld by the. more coUt 
siderate Miss Seaumont, who represent* 
ed to her that the least agitation might 
be fatal to the patient in his present ex- 
hausted state, and promised grstd^ally to 
prepare her brother for the interview* 

Henrietta followed on tiptoe to the 
sick Chamber, and seating hersdf in a 
small antiroom, listened, with the most 
intense anxiety; to what passed within. 

With joy almost unboundedr she 
heard him de<^are that he was much re- 
' freshed 
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freshed by bis long sleep, and f hank his 
sister in terms of tlie most animated gra- 
titude for her affectionate attentions.--^ 
** I have one more painful task toim<- 
pose upon you, my dear sister," he con- 
tinued ; ** hasten to my poor abused 
Henrietta; no one. knows better than 
yourself to pour the balm of consolation 
int6 the wounded mind. Perhaps my 
contrition, my sufferings, may have soft- 
ened her just resentment towards me ; 
perhaps—-*-*' 

This waa too much for the tesolution 
of Henrietta, who, unmindful of cbnse- 
quences, rushed into the room, and &1U 
ing on her knees by the couch of her 
husband, bathed his pale face with h^ 
tears. 

Miss Beaumont glided gently from 
the room, and on her return, at tlie end 
of half an hour> had the satisfaction to 
observe that the reconciliation was com- 
plete* 

Henrietta now established herself at 

the 
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tiie bedside of the patient ; with the most 
tender and assiduous care, she adminis- 
tered to his wants, and beguiled the te- 
dious hours of confinement by all those 
little delicate attentions which the fe- 
Biale mind knows so well how to em- 
ploy. From this period indeed her cha- 
racter seemed completely changed ; the 
virtues of her mind, which had been hi- 
therto obscured by traits of levity and 
caprice, now shone forth in all their na- 
tive lustre. Her illiberal and unfeeling 
behaviour towards the friend of her 
youth arose to her mind, and checked 
her present happiness. She longed to 
know whethar Mary had actually de- 
parted for Scotland; but it was too de-. 
licate a subject to meet the ear of her 
husband. Embracing the opportunity 
while he slept, she communicated to 
Miss Beaumont the anxiety she felt to 
learn the fate of her injured friend, and 
was delighted to learn that she was safe 
under the protection of Mrs. and Miss 

Mountford. 
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Mountford. Shis declared her intention 
of flying to propitiate her wounded feel- 
ings the moment Beaumont's convales- 
cence was ascertained, and in the mean- 
time entreated Miss Beauniont to be- 
come her intercessor with the gentle 
Marjr. 

"Miss Beaumont readily undertook the 
pleasing task, as she intended, should 
her brother continue in the same favour- 
able state, the following morning, to 
drive out to Ivy Cottage. 

Henrietta had scarcely resumed her 
station by the pillow of thebaronet before 
Mrs. Lessington arrived at the inh. She* 
was surprised, and by no means pleased, 
at Miss Beaumont's presence ; but, dis- 
guising her chagrin, she lamented the 
painful situation in which her dear friend 
was placed, and entreated to be led to 
her presence. 

** As^ my sister never leaves the bed- 
side of the patient, and the strictest 
quiet is enjoined by the surgeon, I knotvs 

not 
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not how to comply with your request 
I shall, however, inform Henrietta of 
your wish." 

The nurse entering at this moment. 
Miss Beaumont requested she would ap- 
prise lady Beaumont of Mrs. Lessing- 
ton being in the house. Her ladyship 
turned pale, and shuddered at the men- 
tion of her, name ; but turning to her 
husband, with one of her most bewitch- 
ing smiles — ** Tell me, Beaumont," she. 
said, ** how I am to get rid of this bad 
\^ woman, whom I had the folly to term 
my friend ; but for her pernicious coun- 
sel, I had never lost the heart of my hus- 
' hand — ^never wounded the gentle bosom 
of my truest and best friend/' 
. " Hush, my sweet love," replied the 
baronet ; " if you wish to punish this 
female fiend, admit her for ^n instant 
to witness our present felicity," 

Henrietta shuddered at the bare idea 
of meeting one to whose evil agency 
^as owing, all her pai;t sufferings ;. but 

the 
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the idea of performing an act of justice 
towards her husband and h^ friend, by 
an open recantation of her errors, recbn'^ 
died her to the suggestion ; and a mes^ 
SBge to that purpose was accordingly, 
sent to the parlour. 

Miss Beaumont sighed as she rose to 
accompany Mrs. Lessingtou to the sick 
chamber.—** Alas !" thought slie, " how- 
evanescent have been my poor sister's re- 
solutions to. shun this her worst enemy, 
when, on her very first appearance, she 
again forgets iier husband's wishes, nay 
almost commands, diat she would reUn* 
quish her intimacy !" 

An exulting smile played on the fea^ 
tures of this malignant woman as slie 
thought pf the additional pangs it might 
yet be in her power to inflict on the ob-» 
jects of her hatred ; but wh^i she beheld 
Henrietta supporting the half-recumbent 
form of her husband, whose eyes were 
turned upon his lovely wife» beaming 
with love and gratitudei -the withering 

sight 



THE HTOHLAKD CASTLE. 131 

^ht SHei her chirk wul with pi^jects 
of the most dire revenge. She smoothed 
be# broW) however, and in honeyed ac- 
oeiits amgratokted the baronet on his 
forturmte escape. ^ 

*' Foi<tuilate, indeed r e^d&imed lady 
Beaumont^ with enthusiasms turning her 
full dar]k eyes on the face of Mrs. Les- 
sington ; ^ for nearly had his precious 
life fallen a sacrifice to his imprudent 
contemplafion of sleeping beauty, and 
the weak credulity of his imprudent 
wife. But, as the poet says — * Misfor- 
tunes are sometimes blessings in dis- 
guise/- so I trust my past mistakes will 
render me wiser and happier for the fu- 
ture." 

Even the audacious Mrs. Lessington 
shrunk under the speaking glance of the 
lovely enthusiast, and pretending to be 
afraid of fatiguing the patient, immedi- 
ately left the apartment with Miss Beau- 
mont, who accompanied her, to the 

voi. IV. G Lodge 
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Lodge to send same necessary artielei 
to the inn. 

The warm pressure of her hand by 
the grateful Beaumont fuUy compensat- 
ed Henrietta for the exertion she had 
m^de ; and in a few minutes she had the 
satisfaction of beholding him sink inta a 
calm slumber. 



./ 
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CHAPTER VII. 



** Tbe heart may languishy and the eye may weep, 
For tbo^ whom Heaven has called from life and care ; 
Yet there's an earthly pang, than these more deep, 
Which sharpens sorrow, and which brings despair; 
Which wrings the heart, and lays the bosom bare : 
Yet 'tis not death—each living man must die. 
Death culls the sweetest Bower, the form most fair— 
The one deep cloud which darkens every sky 
Is chang'd affection's cold averted eye." 

In the- meantime, Mary had anived in 
safety at Ivy Cottage, and, for Miss 
Beaumont's sake; was welcomed by its 
iiospitable owners with the frank cordi- 
ality of an old acquaintance. They re- 
gretted the unhappy occurrence which 
had detained their friend at the inn, but 
trusted it would not ultimately deprive 
them of her promised visit 
Thioui^ the day, Mary vainly endea- 

G 2 vour^ 
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voured to shake off the lassitude which 
oppressed her, and when retired for the 
night, she failed to enjoy that repose of 
which her harassed frame stood so much 
in need. Languid and unrefreshed, she 
joined the family at breakfast, and be-* 
fore the meal was finished. Miss Bean* 
mont drove up to the door. 

Her smiling com).t€tnance imported a 
ray of joy to the harassed orphan, ere 
her lips had time to utter the delight- 
ful assurance that all danger was past,, 
and that a complete reeoneiliation had 
taken place between Henrietta and her 
erring husband. 

A weight seemed removed from the 
oppressed heart of Mary at this MSssful 
news ; yet when her first feelings of aa* 
tisfaction began to subside, her own pe* 
culiar woes pressed with reviewed Iwce 
on her careworn spirits. A monfli hod 
now elapsed since an answer might baire 
arrived fix)m Mrs. Pra«er to hat argent 
request to be reeeflled to S<K>4totld^ yet 

she 
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she pce^rved im mvindble silence, ^ad 
mty misfortune occurred in her cirele of 
fiiendsp the kind, the considerate Mr. 
Murray would have apprised ber of it, 
For the first time» the maddening idea 
found entrance into her BSdnd, that her 
conduct had boea un&tvounibly judged 
by that high-minded matron, and it 
brought in its train a dreary perspective 
of future misery. 

With a spirk firm and unbending as 
her own, Mary onice xoore addressed the 
Tolerated parent of her beloved Boiive- 
fie She reea|^talated the purpcnrt of 
her former letter, entered into a detail 
of subsequent events, and concluded by 
informing her that she was now safe un- 
der the protection of a fjo&kd of Miss 
Beaumoat'& 

Having finished her communication^ 
«he requited tibe baronet's valet, who- 
had attended Miss Beaunlont to the Cot- 
ti^, to put it into the post-office on his. 
mtum to B i ' ■ » and then joined Mrs. * 

gS Mountford 
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Mpuntfbrd in the parlour to wait the 
return of the two friendsi who had 
walked out when Mary retired to write 
her letter. 

In a short time after their return to 
the house. Miss Beaumont took her de- 
parture, promising to repeat her visit 
whenever she could be spared from the 
inn. ^ 

Daily letters from this considerate 
friend informed Maty of the progressive 
convalescence of the invalid ; and at the 
end of a week she learned, with much 
satisfaction, that the baronet was not 
only able to quit his couch, but that it 
was deemed isafe to convey him to the 
Lodge in an easy carriage. 

Mrs. Les^ngton departed for Lon* 
don on the day following her interview 
with Henrietta at the inn, and the in- 
creasing harmony between lady Beau- 
mont and her husband gave a fair pKK 
mise of their permanent felicity. 

The storm that had threatened to 

wreck 



! 
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ivreck the peace of her friend had now 
happily blown over, but Mary fek only 
more fordUy her own friendless and de- 
solate state. 

She was at first regarded by the ami- 
able inhabitants of Ivy Cottage as the 
friend of Miss Beaumont, but became 
daily more and more endeared to them 
for her own sake. 

Miss Mountford, mourning, an early 
and seyere disappointment c>f the heart, 
wdl knew how to sympathize with her 
afflicted guest She did not intrude 
upon her the consolation of words, but 
endeavoured, by every means in her 
power, to divert the sufferer from brood- 
ing over her sorrows. 

Before leaving B ^ the repentant 

Henrietta visited the Cottage, and re- 
ceived the forgiveness of her injured 
friend for her cruel and unjust suspicions *,. 
but neither he^ tears nor entreaties could 
prevail on the high-minded orphan 

G 4 again 
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again to beoome the inmate of sir The* 
odofiius Beaumont's liiouae. 

Mm Beuuoont, iq her own maid, 
applauded the delicate firmness of Mary, 
though she did not interfexe in the 
friendly contention. The, family were 
about to set-off for London for the be- 
nefit of a medieal oonsultation^ as the 
convalescence of the baronet appeared 
stationary. The fiiends, therefore, took 
an ai&ctionate leave of each other; and 
in a few days sir Theodosius Beaumcut, 
accompanied by his lady and sister, pn^ 
ceeded to the metropolis. 

On the eighth day after their depar*- 
ture, Mary received a paoket from lady 
Beaumont, and on tearing open the en« 
vek^, 9 letter, addressed in the wall- 
known hand of Mrs. Fraaer, met her 
eye. 

Eagejrly she perused its eontento; 
they* proved a deathblow to aU hcv 
hopeil of happiness* Of her first com.*. 

munication. 
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munkid&an, Mn.* Eraser took not the 
digfatest Bokioe, but proeeeded to say 
dmt pradenoe ottght to have dictated to 
ber to kaive the house of the baronet 
the mament his designsf were rendeied 
manifest, amce her own fame, and tiie 
hapfiineai of the youth ta whom she 
ma solMMkly betrothed, were unquea- 
tlcNMbly of more conaequenoe to her 
thaift the peace of lady Beaumont. 

Conscious integrity was^ howeyer, a 
'shield tihat would enabie her, she trusted> 
te bear up against the heaiy weight of 
suepieion: that threatened to overwhelm 
her; She congratulated ber on having 
seeiired a safe and hcnaoiifable asylum, 
which she hoped, no future imprudence 
would deprive her o^ and enclosed a 
hattk-bitt for twenty poinds to answer 
present expence% till some arrangement 
could be Boade for a more permanent 
pvo^nsion. 

Mary read tibia unfoeling epistle with 

G 5 a dry 
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,a dry eye. The stroke that had de- 
prived her of every hope seemed to have 
taken from her the power of feeling the 
full weight of the blow. Th^ only dis- 
tinct perception she had was a desire to 
owe no pecuniary obligations to one 
who could so cruelly insult her misfor- 
tunes, and without a moment's con- 
sideration she enclosed the bill in a blank 
cover, and by the return of post retrans- 
mitted it to Edinburgh. 

Like a withered branch lopped. ofF 
from the parent stem, Mary was now 
without home, property, or friends; yet 
the fearless buoyancy of conscious inno- 
cence and wounded pride supported her 
under the dreadful trial. 

In confidence, and under the seal of 
the strictest secrecy, she communicated 
t6 Miss Beaumont her blighted pro- 
spects, and the determination she had 
formed to depend in future on her own 
exertions, . rather than owe the slightest 

favour 



■ 
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&vour to the proud family whoi had so. 
unfeelingly deserted her in the hour of 
her heaviest affliction. 

Though Miss Beaumont grimed that 
Goe so highly gifted should be forced^ 
and that by the turpitude of her only 
brother, to seek an asylum amongst 
strangers, she nevertheless approved of 
her virtuous design, and determined 
that no effort on her part should be 
>iranting to procure safe and honourable 
protection for this persecuted orphan. 

Happy would she have been to have 
secured to herself so valuable a com- 
panion, but the medical gentlemen of 
the first eminence ivho had been con- 
sulted in the case of her brother, unani- 
mously gave it as their opinion that no- 
thing but passing the winter in a milder 
climate had the least chance of restoring 
his health. In a fortnight, therefore, 
the baronet and his lady were to sail for 
Madeira, whither she had herself pro- 
mised to accompany them. 

G 6 While 
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While hesitating how best to Ibrward 
the wishetf of her young fii^d,, she 
chanced to meet at her milliner's with a 
very intimate fiiend of her melher's. 
The honourable Mrs. St, JTolui was ae* 
companied by a nie^e^ who having been 
left an orphan while yet at sdiool, had 
been, when at a proper age, reoeiv^d aa 
an inmate into the house of her afibc- 
tionate aunt. 

Mrs. 8t. John resided chi^y at an 
elegant villa which she possessed on thei 
banks of the Thames; and as neither 
her health nor her age allowed hevto 
keep much eampany, she was anxious to 
engage a youthful companion to enttven 
the solitude to which her niece was ne- 
cessarily condemned. Mentioning her 
intention to Miss Beaumont^ this lady 
MKimediately related as much of Mary's 
history as she deemed' snlBcient to inte- 
rest her auditors in the fate of the sweet 
girL; 4wd. befere they parted, it waa 
agreed tliat she shdiidd eonduet MarjF 

to 
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to Biehmwd lefora her departure ftom 
England. 

Ew she kft the milliner^s, Miss JBeau* 
mont seeured an apartment for the r&« 
oepticD.of Miss Fergusun; and hy the 
evening post wrate to her young friend 
to sat out finr London as soon as poa» 
sH^Je afteF the receipt of har lette#. 

Mavy lost no time in obeying hev in- 
juncticms. Mournful indeed was the 
parting bet?wixt her and the amiable in* 
habitiuits of Ivy Cottage, whose trader 
synip^thy had been to her withered 
heart like the vefresiung daw ta the 
parched and drooping fiower. 

^ Without any aecident she arrivedi in 
BondvStreet» and in a few hours aftep« 
wards was presised to the sympathising 
bosooi of her only remaining friend. 

After 1^ few days ^vaa- to tlie neceft* 
sary preparations &r entering Mns* St 
John's &nuly, Mary was condueted by 
Miss Beaumont to the splendid mansion 
of her new pKottctcessL 

With 
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With that innate delicacy which 
formed a characteristic trait in Mrs. St. 
John's mind, she avoided all mention 
of pecuniary arrangements ; and Mary 
merely stipulated to be permitted to re« ^ 
main in her own chamber on those oo* ^ 
casions when compaay were present. 

After partaking of an early dinner,: 
Miss Beaumont took an affectionate 
leave of her youpg friend. The forti* 
tude which had supported Mary through 
the late trying scenes in which she had 
been an actor entirely forsoo'k her, as a 
turning in the avenue hid from her 
sight tl^ie carriage which contained the 
only being who now seemed interested 
in her fate. Alone and desolate, she 
stood like a blasted tree in the midst of 
a dreary desert, exposed to every passing, 
blast. Abandoned in infancy by her 
parents, misjudged in riper years by 
those friends whom fate had raised up 
to supply the place of her natural pro- 
tectors, separated from the exalted be- 
ing 
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ing to whom she had yielded up her 
youthful affections, the future appeared 
to her a cheerless blank. 

Still the cozener Hope would at times 
whisper to her heart that Bouverie 
would judge her less severely than his 
mother had done ; but again the fervour, 
nay almost the adoration, with which 
he regarded that mother, interposed to 
obscure this fair vision of her fancy, and 
again plunged her into the depths of 
despair. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

** What though thy heaven be overcasts 
The dread appearance may not )uu*» 
£iipect a br%bler ftkjf.'' 

Maay was auSared by her am^wate 
patroness to pass the rest of the daj in. 
the seclusion of her own chamber, and 
before the following morning, had rea- 
soned herself into such a degree of com- 
posure, as to join the ladies at breakfast 
without betraying any signs of her re- 
cent sorrow and agitation. 

t)aily did the sweet girl gain in the 
good opinion and friendship of Mrs. St. 
John and her lively niece, who declared 
she was much more reconciled since 
her arrivfd than she had before been to 
the retired life led by her aunt 

> Beadingp 



Reading, . drmfmg. and the lighten 
kinds of needlework, employed their 
morning hours ; before dinner the young^ 
ladies usually rode out on faorsefaaiek, and 
the evenings were diversified bjr musie, 
Qonversation, &c. 

Thus passed the winter months in the 
elegant moasion of Mrs. St. John, and 
Mary might have been happy in the in* 
creasing kindness and consideration she 
ei^perienced, had not the tormenting 
thought, that she was cut off from all 
she loved, ecmtinuidly intruded to dis- 
turb her pa»ce* 

With feverish eag&mess shesoannad 
every newspaper, in the hope of seeing 
the arrival of the Jamaica fleet ; yet 
should Bouverie even he a passenger, of 
what avail would it be to her? In the 
pride of wounded feeling, she had cut off: 
all due. to her present residence, and she 
i^QQoat blamed herself fcnr the haste with 
which she had sealed her own doom. 
StiUrwhra she drought of the influence 

which 
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which jiis proud mother possessed over 
the mind of her son, she again became 
reconciled to the step. 

The silence of lady Frazer, df William, 
and even of the friendly solicitor, con- 
vinced her that she had been condemned 
and cast off unheard, and she determined 
to leave it to time and circumstances to 
convince them of their error. 

Mistaken Mary! little wert thou 
aware that at the moment thou wert ac-». 
cusing thy fHends of injustice and ne* 
gleet, those very friends were mourning 
your loss in bitterness of soul ; while 
your faithful Bouverie lay stretched on 
a bed of sickness, brought on by your 
supposed perfidy. 

Mrs. ^ Frazer felt the delicacy of Mary's 
situation on receiving" the letter in which 
she detailed the conduct of sir Theodo*- 
sius Beaumont, and lost not a moment 
in recalling her to Edinburgh, under the 
plea of captain Frazer's indisposition, 
and his earnest deske to see her inune- . 

diateiyi 
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diately. She enclosed a draft for twaity 
pounds, told her to solicit Henrietta to 
sufier a confidentic^l domestic to aocom* 
pany her to London, and see her pro- 
perly accommodated in the mail. 

Anxiously did Mrs. Frazer and her 
other friends wait for the arrival of their 
&vourite, but day after day elapsed to 
bring only disappointment, when a letter 
to Mr. Murray from Henrietta, written 
Ifi all the frenzy of passion, detailed the 
infidelity of her husband and the perfidy 
of her friend. 

Much did Mrs. Frazer grieve that her 
letter had been too late to prevent the 
exposure of the baronet's unworthy de- 
^gns to his lady ; but of the virtue of 
Mary not a shadow of dottbt ever en- 
tered her mind. The reproaches of lady 
Beaumont she imputed to Jealousy, and 
longed to sooth the poor victim of injus- 
tice and intrigue in her maternal arms. 
Just, however, as her anxiety had reach- 
ed such a pitch as'to induce her to take 

a journey 
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a jourifiey td GkHicester sbire, however 
itlconvenient and expensive it might he, 
the public papers gave an account of felie 
duel, witii this addition, that the fsAt 
Caledonian vrho occasioned the ^spute 
had 1^ England with the foreign 
count. 

The next post brought a letter fr(»n 
lady Beaumont herself, ^ving a detail 
of the unfortunate affair, mentioning her 
Kecouciliation with her wounded hus» 
hand, aaid entreating her uncle nevec^ 
more to allude to the painful subject » 

The susfNicions of Mary's friends were 
somewhat aroused by this lett^ and the 
newi^iaper account ; but still they resist-* 
ed every injurious thought, till her own 
draft endosed in a blank cover reached 
the hand of Mrs. Frazer, and put be* 
yond a doubt the turpitude of the un- 
£ortunate orphan* 

Mrs^Lessington hadeontrived, through 
the agency of he Noir, who was reoom« 
mmided by her to the unsuspicious kdy^ 

Beaumont 
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S^ttQMiit on her fmt anrivai m towB, 
to possess herscflf (^ Mra. FiB2«f^8 first 
letter, wbicli dceumstasice oee&siened 
all the sifbse^yneiit misfortiuicB of ^«ior 
Mary, 

The valet of qor Theodosius ww the 
piiofessed lovar of Le Noir, who, oertaiii 
of a rkh rewasd, prevailed on him to 
^te up to her also the explmatoty omn- 
munication addressed by Mary to . h^ 
llpends^ and etttrasted to his care by Miss 
Fevgnson ai; Ivy Cottage. This waa 
beyond even tiie utmost expectationa of 
the worthless Les^Dgton^ a&d eiabled 
ber to graAify her unbounded maUee 
agakist the hfinoeent girl, whcHoa she de- 
tested for her virtues^ and for the snmy 
wMch heat beauty and aoeompligbments 
Iwi gfdned over the heart of sir Thcod^ 
siua^ To thia end tihe fiibrioaAed an aiiK 
swer to tbb krttec, .coudied, as has beeii 
seen, in terms of unfeeling reproadl and 
iU«*di8gmaad ;Sii6pfceion i md endeiskig in 
h the draft; wfakb had been transmMli^ 

for 
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for a very different purpose, in due tinae 
forwarded them to Ivy Cottage. 

Mrs. Frazer's hand was so exactly imi- 
tated, that the unsuspecting orphan fell 
into the snare thus artfully spread for 
her destruction ; and by returning the 
draft without farther explanation, con- 
firmed the unfavourable opinion her 
friends began to entertain of her con- 
duct. 

But however strong appearances migh||^ 
be against her, nothing could shake the 
reliance Mr. Murray placed on her vir- 
tue. He therefore resolved to undertake 
a journey to London, with the twofold 
view of ascertaining the real domestic 
situation of his niece, and, if possible, 
discovering the retreat of his young fa- 
vourite, and again restoring" her to that 
place in the estimation - of her friends 
which be felt assured she ought never to 
have lost 

Unfortunately he did not reach the 
mansion of the baronet until three days s 

after 
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after be and his faooily had embarked 

for Madeira. From the <Ad faithful but- 

* 

kr he heard only a oonfirmati(xi of the 
story with which he was before acquaint- 
ed, and for farther particulars was refer- 
red to Mrs. Lessington, who^ Wilson in- 
formed him, was on a visit to his lady at 
the time the duel occurred. 

Mr. Murray had conceived an un&- 
vourable opinion of M;^. Lessington 
^hen he was formerly on a visit to his 
niece; but being unacquainted with any 
cause of enmity she could entertain ' 
against the unoffending H^irietta, he 
proceeded without delay to her house. 

She was, alone on his entrance, and, in 
spite of her high-bred assurance, could 
not conceal a considerable dc^gree of agi- 
tation, as, fixing his penetrating eyes on 
her &ce, he entreated her to inform him 
if she knew ought of Miss Ferguson's 
retreat? 

Relieved by this question, which pro- 
claimed her visitor ignorant of the part, 

she 
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dhe had tek^ ia the bite anpiMMbt af* 
&ir, Mrs* ILesslngtam entered, itith 
nuu^b setmit^ MUmg and delkac^r, itito 
a nacrttbixm o( Iha droumrtiffioes whieb 
pceeeded andlbtio^sied the duel wiikh 4lo 
nearly prdv^ fatal to the baroc^. Ske 
dirdt tin the soexie in the arbourw. £liid on 
Mary's subseq.i»eiit elopement with eduiit 
Neurenbii]^, which ao hritatedi air 
Tbeodosias^ that he puraued, and eaiae 
up witb them 9t. an ism aC B - ■»*■ », Hef% 
the endocmter took phMte, whkh^i provia^ 
fiBvoucable to the oMint^ he eanried off 
tiu fiffiUe fak one to the Continent, whiile 
the poet ivsottiided baronet was kfb to 
the caore and oompasspDn ei hia aboard 
buit mgaiic \vafe 

There was. audi a mixture of tnitii 
and &laefaood in this aceoiuut; Idiat an 
auditor leaa sbi ewd wMld have ^vm te 
it jpqpikrit, cradenoe; b^t on Mr* Sftur-r 
ray's mind it produced a very ccaltnc^ 
effect. He fbltoomrinoed that the boeurt 
fbrnied by hifr bte wiGEthy friend; /eevSd 

not 
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iiotattmee tieooiiielfteMattafvioe. He 
OMJectiired that woaaded ds&sacy and 
'Hiartified pride had faidnoed the attfier*- 
ing girl to seehide iiersaif Ibr a while, 
imt lie trusted liudt time and refleotioii 
"iroidd towmoB her, that, in so dioiag, 
ake ivas unjust to iiarself and cmcito 
her iriends. 

Ebrring exfaautted every aource of in- 
quhy without effect, Mr. Mwray again 
/totned his steeps towards Scoduid, foy 
no means satisfied with the aocounts he 
'had reoeived. On arriving in £din- 
hmf^^ the bojpe he had entertdned thiit 
yteaj might either have written, or per* 
iiaps even reached that city during his 
absence, was fated to meet with a disqi- 
'{KoiiEtnent, and he tsemUed iest force 
or art liad been employed to sever tike 
S)vdy orphan fbom her iiiends and 
-^i^untry, wefi assured that vdontarily 
abe never would abandon tliem to shar^ 
the fortunes of a dissolute foreigner. 

iMirfulasbefidt the ta<k, underall 
VOL. IV. H the 
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the ciroumstanoes of the case, his aAxietf 
lor the fate of his young favourite was 
•so great, that he determined to write ttf - 
jsiv Theodosius Beaumont, and conjure 
:him candidly to disdose all that he 
knew of the ill-fated girl. Still months 
must pass away before a reply could be 
expected from Madeira. 
> Lady Frazer's health and spirits had 
tgradiially declined since the tyranny of 
her, husband deprived her of her fiivour*. 
ite companion, and the knowledge of 
tlie persecution and indignities to which 
.Mary must have been subject, ere she 
resolved to secrete herself from .<3ie 
^knowledge of all she held dear, filled ha: 
mind with vague apprehensions. 

This interesting orphan was a ittcred 
deposit committed to her charge by a 
dying brother, and she blamed herself 
for having been so easily intimidated Jto 
resign her. William, her darling .Wil- 
liam, it is true, uttered no word of re- 
.proach; but his ardent mind conceived 
, 1 all 
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all that Boitverie would feci in having 
the object of his youthfal adoration so 
mysteriously torn • from him, and he 
blushed to think- he should so ill have 
fulfilled the promise he made to his 
friend at parting, of watching over the 
safety of his darling Mary. 

Captain Frazer's feelings would in- 
stantly have prompted him to demand 
satisfaction for the insult offered to her 
who was as dear to him as if she had be^n 
already his daughter ; but with a debili- 
tated frame and contracted means, he 
found it impossible to cross the sea, or 
traverse the Continent, in search of onfe 
or both of her persecutors. Like a lion 
struggling in the toils of a cruel hunter, 
the gallant veteran was therefore com- 
pelled to remain inactive, though none 
of Maiy*s friends suffered more than 
himself on the painful occasion. 

Mrs. Frazer endeavoured to inspire, 

with hopes she durst scarcely entertain 

hef 0elf, the mind of the two invalids ; but 

r H 2 week 
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week after week passed <hi without Mng* 
ing tiie mtdligenoe so anxtoudy k)oked 
for, tiU hope began to be swallowed up 
in despondemy . 






r . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Not e'en the soldiers' futy raitM id war^ 
The rage of tycantSy whea defiance fltiogs 'em^ 
Tlie pride of priestSi so bloody when in power. 
Are half so dreadfol as a woman's Tengeance. 

Sava6b« 

Impatiekt a$ was Boirvme Frwer to 
conclude ^ dardingemmts wkv^ had 
led him to Jianmca, he foimd his detiga 
of entering on tiie biMaesi9 ddbyed &mk 
day to day by the Mf^ daughter oi his 

To the orerseer's ivedd\ng suoeeeded 
other entertuxuKients» all of which termi^ 
nated in dancing. On these oecasionfr 
BcMiTerie necessarily becanie the esoorfe 
of Miss Gordom To exhibit her band* 
fiome putner. in tiie dance* to secure hia 
attentions at the supper-stable^ seeioed ita 

H 3 constitute 
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constitute the sole pleasure of her exist* 
ence. Every one of her young com- 
panions congratulated her on having 
made a conquest of the yoinig Caledo* 
nian, which, fer from denying, she only 
parried with a playfulness which con- 
firmed them in their belief* 

Mr. Gordon saw his darling'is face con- 
tinually lighted up with smiles, and he 
was in no haste to dissolve the enchant- 
ment, till his guest, impatient to termi- 
nate his banishment fh>m all he valued^ 
in existence, proposed to set out for 
Orange Grove, where he would await 
Mr. Gordon's leisure to join him. 

Besides the necessity Mr. Leslie liad 
found himself under of taking active* 
measures to acquire possession, so to 
speak, of his West Indian property,* 
which had for years been wasted and' 
ipendered unproductive by the rapacity 
and cruelty of his late relative's agent, 
his benievolent mind was actuated by 
higher and more liberal views. Since 

the 
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the ertates became his, he had oooupied 
himself in the discussion of various plans 
for ameliorating the condition of the ne- 
gvoe6 upon his plantations, and his 
young friend, aident in the cause of the 
oppressed Africans, was anxious to make 
a practical trial of those theories to which 
he had oft^i listened with intense inte* 
rest. To do this it was necessary he 
should re»de for some time among them ; 
whether, therefore, the notary accom-- 
panied or followed him, at the end of a 
few weeiks, was a matter of little conse- 
quimce. 

Mr. Gordon had noting to object t9 
this arrangement He felt thait he bad 
trespassed too lo^g.on the time of Mr* 
Frazer, since the business he had to 
transaet was of that complicated nature 
which would require both time and pa- 
tience. 

Yet the good notary dreaded the 
storm which he was certain he woul(| 
be doomed to encounter from tlie vio*>: 

4 

H 4r lence 
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linioe ofZelinda cRitbelost of her pie* 
sent favourite. 

For a tin^ he had indeed flattered* 
lumself that the beauty and ixamenee 
wealth of his little pet would have found 
thdr way to the heart of the Scottish 
youth ; but aa he observed, that &r fironx 
regarding her with peculiar interest, the 
attenticMis of Bcmverie were the mere ze* 
suit of politeness, he became convinced 
that the soon^ they were separated tiae 
better; still he hesitated to inflict tbeash 
lutary blow, when the proposal of Mr*. 
Frazer to depart alone and immedialsdbf 
terminated his indedmm. 

When the usual hour of retiring dee w 
near, Mr. Grordon begoEie abstracted and 
nueesy ; he anticipated the seene which 
would ensue when* his daughter should 
be informed of the intended departure 
of their guest. 

At length Bouverie arose, and taking 
the hand of Zetinda, began to utter his 
thanks for the kindness and hospitality 

he 
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Ke had experienoed from her and her fa* 
ther during his stay at their mansion. 
At first she seemed not fully to compre- 
hend his meaning; but when he declared 
his intention of setting out for Orange 
Grove before sunrise, she no longer at* 
tempted to conceal ihe passion with' 
which he had inspired her. 

Shocked at $»uch a total want of fenu- 
hine delicacy, Bouverie was about to 
glide out of the apartment ; but perceiv- 
ing his intention, the frantic beauty. fell 
at his feet, and besought him not tg les^ve. 
her- 

•* I love— I adore you," she continued, 
•* nor will I survive your loss, I am mad — 
distracted ; every sense aches when your 
nnage jpresents itsielf to my imagination, 
I know you love me ; you cannot — yotf * 
date not abandon me !" 

Exhausted by the violence of her feel- 
ings, Zelinda fell into a violent hysteri- 
cal paroxysm, and in a state bordering 
on insanity was carried to her own 

H 5 chamber. 
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chamber^ attended by her weeping fa- " 
ther. 

Bouvme remained in the saloon, not 
in a state of mind the most envial^le. 
He had frequently been disgusted by 
the freedom displayed by the young 
Creole ; but being totally free from every 
kind of vanity, he entertained not the 
mo^t distant idea that he had made a 
conquest of her heart, but merely im* ' 
puted her conduct to manners different 
from those to which he had been accus* 
tomed. 

He at last determined to write an 
adieu to Mr. Gordon, and without retir- 
ing to rest, proceed immediately on his 
way ^0 Orange Grove. 
, While his hand yet rested on the bell 
to "summon his attendant, the good old 
notary re-entered the saloon. In silence 
he took the hand of Bouverie; — " My 
young friend," he said, while his bosom' 
heaved convulsively, and tears stole 
down his furrowed cheeks, " I grieve 

that 
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that my ZeUnda should have so exposed ^ 
herself. The poor girl, I speak it with 
sham^ never knew control. Her feel* 
ings are warm, but her heart is the seat 
of ev^ry virtue, and her love fiwr you ap- 
pears so deep«rooted, that I nuiclr fear 
her life .will fall a sacrifice to her disap- 
pointment. If you ean love my child,' 
^all that I have shall be yours, and the 
prayers g£ a tvretcbed parent will call 
down Uessings on your head.** 
. Though despising srucz^ weakness, 
Bouverie felt for the poor old man's suf- 
ierings. . He cordially thanked him for 
the reliance he placed oti his honour, and 
in return made him the confidant of his 
^gie^ment with Miss Ferguson. He 
pointed out to him the propriety of his 
instantly departing from the house, an^ 
endeavoured to inspire him with the 
hope that Miss Gkn-don would soon for* 
g^t one she had so recently known* , 

The old man assiented to the justness 
41^ his reasoning, and with increased re-^ 
1 h6 spect 



speet daw him depart^ having first pKV 
xnised to jdn bini fit OraDge Grore; ai 
soon as the situation of his dtaughtar 
would permit o^ his leaving her. 

Bottverie was greatly disconcerts^ at 
the Strang conduct of the feir Creole; 
but, as he could attach no blame to him- 
self, he strove to drive the unpleassint dse^ 
cumstanee from his memcny. 

On reaching Orange Grove be ]M0^ 
ceeded to the bouse of the prindpal 
overseer, who had been apprised of his 
arrival in the island, and conseqaeiitly 
expected him. He delayed^ however, 
entering upon business till he could 
either benefit by the presence of Mr. 
Gordon, or be forced, through lAieiblly 
of his daughter, totefinquisb A hope of 
bis assistance. 

. "^Phe intervening time he decBoatiied to 
inspecting the groimds, and making bim^ 
self acquainted with the situation of thq 
Heroes. These he fbund wretched and 
sickly beyond even tile or&Mcy om^ 

tion 
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tion of the^ ^ves on the ndgfabouring 
plantttiaos. F v, however, from being 
cU^b^arteiied hy sudi unfavourable ap* 
peanmceii. it only stimulated him to 
grefitar exertion. 

In this taak be received much aid from 
an intelligent youth, who filled the dou** 
Ue.ca|tticity of surgeon and sub-overseer 
on the estate* Frequently bad the firin- 
iMsa, pindenoe^ and humanity of young 
Simpson saved these poor creatures from: 
ftUing under the lash of his tyrannical 
piiildpai and they loved him accord*^ 

i^y. 

. To conrect the fiiults of either indivi* 
duals or collective bodies of men, it ie^^ 

t 

fiOit necessary to gain their confidence, 
by cpavincing them you have their real 
interest at he«*t With this view, Bou* 
Terie Frazer bi^n by ordering theih a 
4aorq nutritious diet, rendering thdr 
viretdied huts habitable, and attaching 
tQ«afiii » smaS portion of ground for the 
<»ltival3ioa of firuits. and vegetahLes. 

A dilapidated 
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A dilapidated sugar-house was hastily 
fitt^ up as an infirmary, into which the 
sick were removed, and where they were 
carefully attended. The others were 
divided into classes, and tasks allotted 
to each, according to their age and 
strengths 

These changes were sufiered to ope* 
rate some time before attempts were 
made at farther improvement ; nor wa^ 
thetr salutary tendency long in being 
perceived. Cheerfulness and health 
quickly took plaoe of gloom and despair 
in the countenances of the poor negroes,* 
and their tasks werfe executed in a neater 
and less slovenly manner. 

Three weeks had elapsed since Bou« 
verie Ffazer's arrival at Orange Grover 
and still Mr. Gordon had not arrived 

Though interested and amused by 
watdiing the progress of his scheme, and- 
charmed by the judicious conversatton 
of young' Simpson, still Bouv«*ie Imii 
ties and recollections which fordbly 

drew 



dMw him towards his distant native 
land, and he resolved no longer to delny 
proceeding to a settlement with the 
overseer^ 

On the evening previous to the day 
fixed on for comnienctng this business^' 
Bouverie walked out, accompanied by 
Mr. Simpson, to inspect the improve- 
m^iiits going on in the plantations. As 
they reached a shady copse, they were' 
respectfully accosted by an old negro 
woman, who told them that some runa* 
way slaves were certainly lurking in the 
adjoining thicket, as she had seen one 
or two strange faces peep out from be* 
hind some trees. 

The two gentlemen immediately 
iM:itered the wood, and being armed* 
each with a fowling-piece, proceeded in 
the direction pointed out by the old wo- 
man. Before they had proceeded fifty 
yards, however, the report of a carbine 
startled Simpson, who was somewhat a- 

head 
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heitdof hta oomfmiiofi^ v^htn, tarmn^' 
round, h^ bdbeld nvitib ecMisternetion 
Bouverie Frazen with Im dothea bloody, 
leaning against a tree for support 

He was rushing to his assistanoe wh^n 
the wounded youth, pointing with his 
ifinger io m opposite direeticHijt fiontljr 
artioidated^-'^ Seeure the asasawLT 

Simpaon loade his way to the spot 
thw indieaited, and at the distance of a 
few paces, led by the glittering of the 
btttt-end of the carbine, beh^ a negro 
oou4aii« amidst some tengled under- 
wood* He quickly dragged forth the 
tr^nbting culprit, and hastily retrod his 
steps towards his wounded friend. 

With joy he perceived that the injury 
waa^ligliA indeed, the faintness Bouverie 
had experienced having arisen merely 
from loss of Uood. 

After binding up the arm with a 
handkerchief, they proceeded to examine 
the prisoner, whom Simpson had secured, 

m 



in the first iartaiici^ by meaiw of tiie^ 
hdt in whidk hk ibwluig*piMe y99» 
slung« tt ., 

Great was the surprist of BouTerie tOf 
behold in the culprit Sancho, the favour* 
ite negfo of Mi38 Gotdon^ diigutsed in 
tlie Tile habiliments of a field-sfaive* 

The tremUing wretch fell at Mr.' 
FrasBer^s feet» andconfimiBai tibat he had 
been ordered by missey to waylay and 
murder Bouverie; that he had hoked 
about the plantations till neaiiy finnisbed 
with hungw before he found the oppor- 
tunity to. {Hit his didboliaal orden into 
exectttkin. 

HoRor^truek at the base design^ yet 
fisdiug for the geod old notary^ Frazer 
would instantly have set the eriminal at 
liberty; but ta thi^ hia men pradent 
friend objected The tyranny of Mr. 
Gordon's fair daughter was not unknown 
at Orange Grore; and whatever eontri- 
tion San^^o sain^t profess white a pri* 

8oner» 
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soher, tbedieadof the.puidbbnienfcittififc< 
would await the failure of hi8iiilt^BQip4. 
might induce him to watch aifnOfeiA^* 
vouri^e opportumty to coixtpiale'his4e* 
sign. li. , ' ' 

Cbnvinoed by this reasoning, tiSaneho 
was compelled to acoompany them to: 
the residence of the oraBeer^) tiU hia 
master^ determination couM be known 
concerning him. 

On reaching the house» Bouveiie war 
i^eeaUy rarprised to behold Mr. Gor-^ 
don waiting his return on the terraca ^ 

It was now almost dai^^ and willing 
to save the poor old man the shodk o£ 
knowing the full extent of his darling^s 
guik, he would at the moment have te* 
mained silent; bnt Sancho wy sooner 
pereeived his master* than^ falUng at his 
feet* be made a fiill confession of his« 
guilty errand. 

When he* had coschided^'DeUTer. 

me up toiaksey,!-.be>6aid, wif^ firantier 

gestures; 



gMituM^j'^kt her piiice me with hot 
iMM;>)#t4i^ricut off my ears; only save 
pobr^G&ttt i she kill poor Cara outright*^ 

Beuveiie thought that terror had de- 
prived the poor fellow of his senses ; but 
when somewhat more composed, he gave 
them to understand that such was the 
puiiishment threatened by his young^ 
mistress to be inflicted not only on him* 
self, but on his favourite negress, if he 
&i}ed to compass the death of the being 
i^ainst whom she had sworn eternal faa^- 
tred. 

,The nK>rtification and distress di^lay- 
ed hf Mr. Grordon during Sancho's re- 
cital was truly pitiable. When it waS' 
finished, he entreated Mr. Fraser to suf- 
fer him to remain at Orange Grove, 
thus tadtiy confessing that his power 
was inadequate to a£brd him protection 
from the rage of his daughter. 

Makkig allowanee for the strong mo« 
tives whioh impeUed Sanoho to commit 
the dieed, Bouverie hiesitated not to re- 

ceive 
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oove biai into the serrke of his emplbjr* 
er; bat» though gratefttl for fhe favour, 
thte rude chUd of nature dedarcd his de- 
sire to return and receive the threatened 
punishment^ in order to save Cara from 
the anger of her mistress. ** liissey kill 
Gara if me no return ; me die with Cwmf 
was uttered in audi heart-rending accents, 
that, at Bou verie^s solieitation, die notarjp 
consented to transfinr Cara to him also' 
for a s^pulated sum; and a messenger 
was imroeduiteiy sent to conduct the 
negres, to the G^e. 

Not all the arguments brought agiewst 
tins bocribfe traffic by the most able lo^ 
gidai^'-^not; tiiie most glowing doqiuente 
exerted in the British senate, in behalf 
of this opfnressed race, ever impressedl the 
enrtt omaequraces of negro slavery so 
forciUy on the mind of our young tea^ 
veller as the foregoing tnmsactioiL He 
had heheid one of nature's fidrest woiks 
converttd into a fiend by the habitiud) 
and ttiidieeked power of tyraiunuiiftg' 

over 
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ovBT a tffte of helpless human hemgs; 
he had beheld the poor slave sent for(h> 
under a dread of the most hosiilile tor« 
tures^ to beoome a murderer at the wiU 
of an imperious nnstrefls. Still Hob poor 
ai^ect being, the ol^eet of our pitjr, cKs* 
jiayed some of the best fedingstyf onr 
nature, ivfailst hia proud persecutor re^ 
tamed no-traoe of human fedi^g eKcept 
an ofvevpowerii^ egotism. Yet naftuM; 
who never suffm her laws to be infringe 
edwidi impunity, held inher hasid the 
even scales of retributive juatifie, and Ae 
pangs of theiwr Zeiinda, ivrtthing un* 
der the agony of unlicensed paswm and 
deep revenge, exhibited a picture of au& 
ftiing h^oitely great» than any tor* 
tunes her midignity could havedeviaedL 
or her power inflicted on Ae poor alave 
of her wiUL 

The next day was dedicrted to set- 
tinag aoaounts with the ovCTsieer^ iSreat 
indeed had been tthe waste and dSa- 
pidttlona committod on the iisduaUe 

estates 
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estates and plantations of Orange Grove. 
Unwarrantable sums had also been ad'* 
vanced to the usurper of Mr. Leslie's 
rights during the ^short period he had 
been considered the {H'oprietbr, and for 
which Mn Gordon affirmed the priTate 
fortune of the overseer was answerable. 
But as Bouverie's intentions were to 
fvroid all farther litigation, he settled 
the business on more liberal terms than 
even the cupidity of the oversea had 
dared to hope, who, hugging iiimself an 
his ill-gotten gains, immediately' todk 
his departure from the Grove. 

Unsolicited and unexpected on. hia 
part, Mr. Simpson was immediately 
placed by Bouverie at the head of the 
establishment, with a liberal salary, and 
^authorised to select assistants on whom 
he could depend in the arduous' task to 
which* he wais appouited. 

4 

Mr. Gordon, anxious and rnieasy on 
his daughter's account, prepared to re« 
turn 'home, and was accompanied pbrt 

of 
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«rf the way by the two friends, who took 
an affectionate leave of him at the ex- 
irra^ity of the plantation. 

During their absence, Cara had aiv 
fived, and the transports with which 
•^e was hailed by her faithful Sancho. 
were gratifying to the benevolent heart 
•of her preserver. 

The fi^Iowing day was q^inted for 
their union, when a hc^iday was to be 
sgiven to all the slaves, on the double 
.account of the wedding and the depar- 
. ture c^ the detested overseer. ^ 

At an early hour the sound of the 
gongi which form^ly inspked them 
with terror, now awoke them to mirth 
and jollity* 

. After . the ceremony of the -marriage, 
•a plain^ but plentiful r^ast was ^read 
.he»eath the shade of some banana trees, 
and the day terminated with dancing 
and various rude sports. 

f'ew were the arxaog^ents that now 
'l^uii^d the {Hresemae of Bouverie^ and 
• . « ne 
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he iminediately wrote to his agenit 91 
Fort Boyal to seeure for him a pafisag^ 
on board the first fleet that Wits to mil 
iorBritatB. 

The intervening time was spent bgr 
him Mid Mr. Simpson in carrying into 
eflfect those regulations whidi were 
deemed requisite for improving the es- 
tates* and permanently amciioratii^ the 
condition of the slaves. The origisial 
injuatioe committed in Daaking them 
^auch eould not now foe iemedied fay 
granting tbrai indiscrtminateiy foQe4aBi. 
It. would have been like qpeaing .the 
idoor of an aviary, and turning fortha 
flight of pampered nestliogs, who acaaoe- 
ly knew the use of their wingi, 
,tiie wild tribes t£ the field, 
.would they have Men a.prey to llie n- 
. pacityef hir4aJof prey,orpeaishediiiraagh 
inabilily to procure sufficient $iwle* 
nance. .. . 

With the garbb the degrading K||>el- 
lotion of slaw wat^ howei^eE; \baniriied 

from 
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from the territory of Orange Grove. 
Fart of the ground was laid out in small 
farmSy for which each negro had the op« 
lion of paying a moderate rent in la- 
hour, or <^ working for a stipulated 
weekly sum. 

Marriage was encouraged amongst 
them, and a reward bestowed on those 
mothers who reared the greatest number 
of healthy children. Instruction was 
provided, by founding a sdiool for the 
education of the young, who were all 
declared free from the moment of their 
birth. Those who preferred it were 
taught some handicraft employment; 
small shops were opened for the sale of 
iiseful and rude ornamental articles; 
machinery was introduced for the abridge- 
ment of labour ; and, in short, to antici« 
pate the order of our history. Orange 
Grove In a few years exhibited a scene 
of contentment and activity, with which 
no other spot on this fertile island could 
compare. 

vouiv. I The 
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The vaiw of tlfe plkntAtSons became 
progreffii^efy mgiD^nCed- with tfte im^ 
pttwemefit in* tb^ eoiiditloin of the ne^ 
gfOM, efxh^Mng a sfiriking e^dtn^e * fo 
the rapacious'slftve-holder, that the labour 
of one active and industrious peasant is' 
i)f tttw times* die' rakie of that of » 8laTe» 
wh08« onl^ motive Ibr e^certion is the 
dt^ead^ 00 tile lash. 

Hbuverie Mield the dawn o0 those 
itnpiisfTemeiite' which in a shoilr time- 
were to brighten intoa mofe perfect day ; 
andf Hatmg* taken an dfl^ionate leave of 
Mr> SimpMn; proceeded to Port Roy«t); 
wbere,^ ftitt of youthftil hope; and antid^ 
pated;^ happiness) he embarked on< board 
the* v€«sel that wm -to >vaft him baek to* 
his^hatiw sborei^. 
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^HocncfsWidge'rSdve^sfj of ^f^utMndiiM' sore attend 

. TKift Tftst pMjfustou^ this e&travagtuioe 
Of Heaven to bless me thus ! Ti$ gold so piire, 
It cannot bear the'stamp without alloV. 
Be'kiM/ ^4 ^tnkcM ahcf t^e'biit hfilf avAjc'' 

Ati evdk raceeeiiiDg ddy dll^plfij^etsl the- 
virtute* and^ rare qiiaUtie* of Mary.V 
ttiiAlA} aDd heart- to Mer new fneiidi!; slie 
b^taiiia.to theth moreahdmore'anobj&ot 

' ^Pb&'M^hil«fe of* mdanohdly M4iidb, in' 
spite of every eiertidni' tiroi^* ai tiraes 
cliMSd ha: brow, gbveg^atpain to lieit' at- 
ta<!lied:ffi#ndi^ mid by the n)o6t5 delicate: 
aCtetltlbi«i> th^' strcyvTe tb di&^pafe' her 
i^r^om GrYQfeeM^ fpr sudi Idoidness, the 
amiable girl redotdbled' Her effosrts to ap^ 
^«ai^df06rfiiU andr #ai nbt whoHy tin- 
. . 1 2 successful. 
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successful. Hope buoyed up her qyiritf 
on hearing from Miss Beaumont that sir 
Thefddosius continued rapidly to l^end 
in health, and intended to retuvfi to 
Britain at the commencement of sum- 
mer. '' Then," thought Mary, •* their 
long-promised visit to Scotland will tftke 
place, and the intercourse between Hen-* 
rietta and her worthy uncle will unques* 
tionaUy acquit me to the proud mother 
of Bouverie, without any interfei^nce on 
my part."* The bright prospects which 
followed this train of thought weredwdt 
on till they acquired the force of reality ; 
and the poor foriom fiigitive agaan, in 
idea, was pressed to the manly faaiom of 
her lover, and once more became the 
pet of her reveied friends. 

For some weeks past, rapid prepara- 
tions had been maldng at a vQla adjoin* 
ing Mrs. St John's grounds, for- the rch 
ception of its owner, ' the widow of the 
late marquis of Devdreux. 

Mary fegmtted the drcumstasfce^ as 

it 



Tfi£ HIOHLAKD CAStLE. '1781 



it \v«mld abridge het of many a delight^ 
fulnlnble through the extensive park 
and grounds belonging to the house, 
^rhiie, the lively Miss St John wearied 
herself with conjectures respecting the 
ilimily of their new neighbour, and in 
h^ii^g thcrt; her aunt would be prevailed 
on to visit the marchioness. 
' At the end of a few weeks conjec- 
ture t^rminatedr as amidst the full glare 
and pomp of Asiatic splendour, arrived 
-ihe mitrcfaioness of Devereux at her 
cUDdptuous vHla; and the following mom* 
ing at breakfast, Mrs. St. John delighted 
li^r mece by dedaring her intention of 
caUling to welcome its fair inmate, who 
twas thQ niece of one of ha: oldest and 
most esteemed friends* 

' The succeeding Monday, Mrs. St. 
John and her niece had gone early to 
London to meet a gentleman on busi- 
ness* After breakfast, Mary wandered 
into tiie music-room. The simple air of 
Auid Robin Grey lay on the st^nd 

i3 Sitting 



fitting, (iown Jbf^e tbe ftgi^i al^.sie- 

;i»d w^ft *o nbpophed in i^\eim^i^»W 
iWoes Qf J^ermy, thjtt t;cf£WE^ s(^ 4pwn 

her 1k»iU»ow c^i^«, j9n4 s^^ peKseir«4 
not tikej^nUkn^ Qf^^tf&ngfif, yi^^sfi^ 
xx)otio&ii»as> viewing h^ivitb't^^o^sf; - 

surprise, ~. . 

ed x»i }p&xeri}mg ah^ w^^ nQP fUmf^ \xv$ 
^mei^y mmmiig ftm h^t mptm, 

to Im i^vmed who ^ bad ^^ bcNMwr 
ofa4drf!ssing. ' 

i< Tiae DiafKehiofjew of X>e9eDw?fi" «* 

Mosvfis Mis» iJBt. Joto mwy ^j^)oip«B 

for the abrupt maiXMf in wbioh Ae ^fi^ 
s»nted herself; but jthe tmHk k, (bat 

my unde to the laisiy of ibfi m^fMm$ I 
ttralked cyver to delirer my ki4?t^ yvkm, 
finding the hall dow opeui and tmt 
guai^ded, and attraetad bjr tb« »w^t 

sounds 



wunda.af y4>ur ]wr|)^ ai9d the ^^^ 
er somu^ 0£ your vgAm^ I exrtened ihe 
4i)»artm^jat unpermvad. WJiat ipuisish- 
m^it qw I to e»^ect (w my towarity ?" 
. ^' Foora wy ^seirerity/' Mary «€i|plieii» 
ydih 4 &^weet aoaite, '* y^Mir ladyship hM 
jQDtJwg to dcead ; but I «m {9ftoid your 
dlBa|>pQiate»eat will prove a isufileient 
piinifilmient, when infwmed that mf 
Mef^ Wtn. $nA Mm St Jdm^ f^eboth 
9kbseD.t <w. ]»u8iiies«, ^whidi will 4eUm 
ikem ia Londc«i &r la few d£^«; I know 
it i(^ be tlieir ui^eiitiofi^ ho^ew^er, to 
\mt on ymur lUdy^ip ihe first BStomeiit 
of their return." 

^' I #]m^ be ff^^l ib)r the emipli- 
m^^'' mpfied the iDtuncbioaest^ '' for i 
yitfferstAQd Mt«. ^. Jobn'i; habits are 
^xteencM^y j^tit ed ; may I flatter my»df 
that you will so far hoixow me as to <kM 
eDmpany your frteftds?" 

Mary o«ly. bawted to the intitatioxv 
ADd» ringing &r rei&eshsnentSy cflateradr 

1 4 into 
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into conversation with her gtiest on 
some of the passing topics of the day. 

At the request of her ladyship^ Mary 
again sung the air that had so much 
charmed . her on her entrance ; tears 
filled her eyes as she finished, and look- 
ing mournfully in her face, she said—* 
** Forpve me, my sweet young lady, 
but your manner, your accent, and the 
tones of your voice, recall the days of 
my youth, the fleeting pleasures of 
which have been followed by years of 
acute suffering. I could even fancy 
that your features resemble-*— but no, 
it cannot be.'* ' 

The marchioness rose, walked to- 
wards the window, hummed an Italian 
air, and again resumed her seat, with 
every trace of feeling banished from 
her countenance. 

The first impression made on the. 
mind of Mary by the manners and ap- . 
pearance of the marchioness was unfa- 
vourable ; 
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Toufable; she seemed to her a mere 
heartless votary of fashion, till the strong 
traits of feeling She displayed, when lis* 
tening to the concluding stanzas of the 
pathetic ballad, convinced her that the 
assumed levity of her manners was only 
a mask to conceal some hidden and deep- 
rooted sorrow. 

As this idea took possession of her 
niind, her behaviour became at once 
tender and respectful ; and as her visitor 
rose to take leave, Mary smilingly ob* 
served, that as she and Miss St John 
had frequently been intruders on her 
lad3rship's grounds, she believed she 
could conduct her home by a nearer and 
more delightful path than that leading 
by the pubGc road. 

Together they entered the conserva« 
tory, and having passed through an ex- 
tensive shrubbery, JVJary drew from her 
pocket a key which ^ve them entrance 
through a sinall wicket to the grounds 

15 belonging 
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faebnging to the mafohioDftfii. Anhady 
]^th skifting tfae iiy€r kd th€Bi to a 
gentie eminence, roimd "prhich ran a tsin- 
euitous path loading to a nistio Sample 
open on both sides. Having jenterod 
this buiidingyhei lady i^ip was agi^eeaihiy 
si|rpdsed to find herself in front c£ her 
own superb mansion. 

For a few mqments they rested on 
one* of the moss-oovered benekes; aiad 
feasted their eyes on the smiling prcb* 
spect ground ^hem. The marcMooess 
remained absoshed in thodght, whilst 
Mary in idea vtas oontrasting the rich 
but tame seenery around h^r with the 
grand and sublime prospects^ of hes na^ 
%\ve Scotknd. 

At lengthy recollecting hevs^lf/ she 
arose, and with somethpg of the play- 
Aihiess of her. happy d^y^s^ presented t^ 
key of^ the wieket to h^ir companion^ say* 
ing— '( Since I hay^ nat oi^ly CDnfe8se4 

r. faulty but now restore the k^ey to 

* * its. 
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H» lawlul owner, I, ttwt your ^etttenei^ 
for our unwarranted intruaion WiU b^ 
xneroiful ?" 

*^ SooierdfuW rejoined mftrchi<Hie89, 
wtthesapae playful, ton^, i^etuming tbe 
h^^ ^* that I take you captiye for tim 
day.** 

All Mary's objecltons to thiis arr^gck 
ment were ov^-ruled, aod together they 
proceeded to the house. On entering 
a saloon, she wm agitated to behind lord 
Mirjrnard,. .whom the marchioness wel- 
eomed by the appellation of unde. 

Hialordship, after embracing hi^ iidece,. 
tiimed to pay his compliments to her 
companion^ when — ^* Mary I my d^r 
Misa Ferguson !" were uttered by him 
in accents c£ unfbigned surpriae. 

Mary hailed the presence of her aged^ 
fevourite witb the greatest delight, and 
the expressions of his undiminished re- 
fgtigd- proved a baUa to her wounded 
mind. But her attention was quickl^y^^ 

1 6 called 
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icalled to the marchioness, who, pale and 
fidnt, had sunk on a sofa. 

To their anxious inquiries she re» 
plied not, but) as if endeavouring to 
recall some faint recollection to her 
mind, she repeated^ — ** Ferguson ! Miss 
Ferguson! did you say?--*from Scot* 
land too ! Her voice ! her manner !•— 
Gracious Powers ! can it be possible ?^ 
Theii seizing Mary's hand, who hong 
over her in extreme agitattton-*-'' Tdl 
me,'' she said, '* ah, tell me, my sweet 
girl, who are your parents?" 

In tremulous accents, Mary replied 
•^^^'^Alas! madam, I never knew the 
authors of my being. Deserted in eaiiy 
in&ncy, I was rescued from the hand of 
a cruel Hume by the humanity of the 
honourable Mr. Ferguson, by whom I 
was cherished and brought up as if I 
hpA been his own child." 

^* You are— you are my long^lost 
oau^ter!-' exclaimed the marchioness, 

tbri^wiiig 
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tiurowing ber arms found the neck of 
the astonished girl ; '' the image of my la- 
mented. Charles, welcome to the heart 
and borne of your mother, from whom 
you have been too long estranged.'* 

*^ Be patient, my niece^" interposed 
the venerable lord Maynard ; ^* I have 
long suspected that in my young friend 
here I should one day be fortunate 
enough to claim a near relative, but oh 
such a subject I forbore to agitate either 
of you, till conjecture liad given place to 
certainty. Your present meeting is to 
me inexplicable, but as silence on my 
part is now no longer necessary, permit 
me, my sweet girl, to entreat that you 
would favour us with a sketch of joxxx 
early history, which will at once either 
ccoifirm or destroy our blissful antici- 
pations.'' 

Mary thus urged, commenced the 
painful task of reverting to past scenes, 
and to her departed paternal friend, 
whose loss she had never ceased to de- 
plore^ 



plore» She gare a brief account/ 
Iftteil to hw by Mr. Ferguwn, of the 
bumiiyg of old Elspeth Andersoo's cot^ 
taget her being afterwards transferred to 
the cam of a eottag«r» &om whose crucdi^ 
her bumane benefiidor bad mscued her. 
She dwelt, with tears of gratitude in her 
ej^> on the patennal kindness with 
whifih she had beoi reared and educated 
by ber revered benefactor and hu amiable 
aiater^ lady Fraser. She mentioned tbe 
daring attempt whidi bad been made to 
carry her off from Glencroas Cottage in 
her in&ncy, the mysterious disappear^ 
anoe of Mr. Ferguson^i wilU and the 
tttbsoqfuent p«*c£Qutian she underwent 
from sir S&mon Fras^er^ and whidi eveiv-^ 
tuaUy forced her to reKnquish the pro* 
teotion of his amiable but unfastunate 
wife. 

*' TofacQ9unt for my residence among 

$itra[i^er»," contimvod the fair narratoiv^ 

tibuming to lord Mayiuufd, while the 

blush of insulted virttte tiumtkd tm her* 

( pale 






fmb ^^hf ^ I Dboll mtU fquAl in- 
getmpDJsnfiSf^ dtado^e the p^nfi}! oceyi?^ 
rences of tb^ \^t (ew iQontbSf wbiob 
iil|¥6 driVien iqe Ibrth 4 wftnderef, desti- 

IjwJp of hom^ op friends." 

' ^'"TSf Qii*njfty sftve yqUFWlf the pdnful 
reptftl,'- sftid lord M^yp^rd, " sinf« I urn 
fully Informed, whether by ^ito or 
faii?y I leave you to guosa^ of the ordeal 
tfargugh which yix^ hi^ve . passed, and 
die Qdded brightneas with which you 
emevged from the fiery trial'^ 

Mary now drew fcM^th the loeket 
which WQs given by Mr. Monc^kf to 
her heDefaotcgv as the only article whieh 
was saved from the rubbish of Mwii 
Anderson's cottage. 

With tnemuloua haste the marchio* 
ness of Devereux applied her finger to a 
^ooBeealed spring, when the trinket flew 
open, and disclosed the portrait of a 
lUj^soote officer in the prime.of /man- 
kkad-^T-'' It is-rr-it ia my Charlei^*' sh6 
exol^wed; ^come to my asmsy tliou 
ttv^ing image of my murdered ku^baiid. 

Farther 



\ 
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Farther to doubt would liow indeed be 
amme^" and she pressed the agitated 
Mary to her panting bosom. 

From the arms of her parent she wai 
only released to meet the embrace of an 
affectionate unde. — •* Soon," •he said, 
f'my dear niece, shall your unnatural 
kinsman, the worthless sir Simon Frazer, 
meet the just reward of his misdeeds. 
Soon shall every hope of succeeding to 
the immense possessions of your grand- 
father be wrested from his avaricious soul 
—soon shall the venerable lord William 
Frazer rest from his wanderings in search 
of the lost child of his darling boy, and 
hail the day which restores you to his 



arms.'' 



" What new wonders am' I about to 
hear ?" said Mary, looking earnestly in 
the face of her unde—" Is lord William 
Frazer indeed my grandfather ?" 

** You are — ^you are indeed the chifti 
of his bittferly-lamented son,** replied 
the rnarchioness, while tears of artguish 
flowed down her cheeks. '^ Know, my 

dear 
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dear Mary, that I myself am the only 

child of the late duke of C . Losing 

my mother, the sister of the worthy 
lord Maynard, in early infancy, I was 
educated in the mansion of my paternal 
aunt, till I reached an age deemed pro- 
per for being placed at the head of the 
duke*8 splendid establishment. Im- 
mersed in politics and projects of ag- 
grandizement, he Yelt not for me the 
tenderness of a parent. 

** Considered by him only as one. 
means of forwarding his ambitious yiew^ 
I was almost immediately after my ar- 
rival in London betrothed to the mar- 
quis of Devereux, whose age nearly 
doubled my own, and whose only re- 
commendation was his great wealth, 
and extensive political sinfluence. On' 
account of my youth, the intended mar- 
riage was not to be consummated for 
two yeaiis, and, hurried forward in the 
giddy maze of pleasure, I thought not 
jof the coming sacrifice. 

**At 



met tke honoMn^fe o^pt^irx FRazw/then 
j[ becfin^ jb^ |)P'Hb^ in tjba dwc^ ; hv^ 

tferfr way ip wy hewrt, ni^ I isetired to 
my pjillo)!ir to irq^m of iiou^ht bat tb^ 

'' Suffice it to saj, tht^t fr<li9a thi^ isiS|§^t 
our ii|£erQC!i^se wfts litqjawfc ;wd that, 

$^ itb^f^od of tmo monli^ om f^t^ w^m 
privnibf ly httt w^^okiHy. u»d^. The 
fPQ^mce of nay yotrtbfu^ iiji9»4 md ^eon^ 

fid^mti €«r(^i^ Li^oiys^ ;iV>n^ smc* 
ti0n^'iwr uni^n, wbl^ tpok pUp^ with 
th^ greateat privacy in rni obficiu^ ^Jhic^ 
ill the fwty ; ftftw wbi«h I r^tal9le(i to 
tbfj^ SQMisiim pf tbe duki^. 

^' Tfao-ee montbi; bac\^<»pidly Aaol airajF 
wben tibe i^qaant to .wbicb Qfm^ 
belong^ iro9 ord^d .to disjK&ikt ^uftr^ 
ters, Awakened ftom our dbpmn of 

love 






love md^^ §?cwity, «^ *»*sljw4 |«rps??^ 
.me to ^eoopppany feim, rggpr^ess.pf ^ 
splendid fortune I 'Wou^d fprfe^ wJ^iefi 
my disc^dience was ktioivii h> ^J^e 
duke. 

<' 9ut I se^isted his most e9i¥i^9t en- 
taesiim, from 4J;ie 4reacl t^t, ji^ INipi; 
^iage, my :ii[ie;?:orftble fatfier wpHlfl 4«V 
me ftpm the ^rms of the m^n I pd^^« 
As pay ^tere^ ^h^e, JboTvev^r,. libr^ss^ 
tened to betray our mstfi^t, it w#fi 9Q^eiSr 

«wy to d^a^iroiw, mA ti^^nklAy, on 
^ome inean$ q( ^v.e^t^g ii ^isc^Qy^^t X« 
Urn perpleaung situation, J t};ir0tF mf^ 
^\{fm the cQiopassioo ^f }a^y JJ^di^m, 
:who, while jbis^siiiii^g our faUy» pitied ihe 
i^aite of siiflEering to whioh I was x^ 
duiced. 

'^.Buried in th^ idtricaieies of static 9^ 
fyv^, the duke felt Httiie interest in l^e 
pavements of bis daughter; I was 
j;jb0sefom permitted to accompany lady 
Lmiare to her estate in B^rksh^e ior 
a few mf^tfas^ under the pidft that ooutu 

try 
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try air and exerdte were requisite fbr 
my health, which had, for a few wpeks, 
been on the decline. , 

*' At the hospitable mansion of lady 
Lindore, you, my dear Mary, saw the 
light, and was immediately conveyed to 
the care of a healthy nurse, while your 
youthful mother, on her recovery, im- 
mediately returned to the house of her 
parent, which was rfow regarded by her 
as a splendid prison. 

•* The attentions I was forced to receive 
from the marquis of Devereux filled me 
with disgust, and, except on very rare 
occasions, I mostly confined myself to 
my own chamber. , I longed for tweQty^ 
one, when I might safely declare my 
choice, and openly claim the protection 
of my husband; but as tin^e seemed 
with me to move with leaden wings, I 
received a letter from Charles, stating 
the probability of his regin^ent being 
among the first that would be ordered 
to the Contin^t, and adding, tliat he 

would 
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would make a nin up to London from 
Scotland, where he then .was on a visit 
to his^ worthy father. 

** In the house of lady Lindore, I 
shortly afterwards taet your fether for 
the last time. He informed me, that he 
had made his cousin. Miss Frazer, the 
bonfident of our union and the birth of 
our dsiughter; but that, without my own 
permission, he did not think himself 
warranted to disclose my name. - 

** Whenever the dreaded order should 
arrive, he was to convey you, my child^ 
to. Scotland, and place you under the 
care of an aged domestic of his late mo- 
ther, till Miss Frazer could remove 
y0\x to the Highlands. She promised 
to watbh over you with the affection of 
a mother, and there I was to jdn you 
on becoming of age, and claim the pro« 
tection of lord William Frazer for my- 
self and my child, should Charles not 
then be returned. 

** Relieved 



yimf ftfttr t6 ptib it ia immedkte e5»- 
cution, to disclose my name tiy Msnsr 
l^m^f,' MA \^Yg& het to fffvourmewith 
ftequi^tM^ acfedUMIta of itiy Mbi^. One 
slmrtf hbtif \M^8 I oiily indalged^ ttitU 
tfte^^ pt^senc^ of* my- adored Chartej: 

*'' ^eeLtdtiy had k^ time tc^ i^eh«<Aie^ 
inn' befbi^ the o6Mi& i^et off^ for the 
norths never did^L s^ him* mow?"* 

The mdrchibneb^ Was ttef^ ovdrponrw 
et'Ad^ t^* tliie' deufi^tie^ of her £^fngs, 
ai^d 9btti€ tiMe dtf jMed^ beft>fer lihe? tfdir 
atfle fo'j^MbeM wfiOi hlsr eventful lAor^. 

*^Pi^ifmsl^ to the embttrkatibn* of 
m^ti^ineriU Gh«4«d informed ixid, tluit' 
He bMl'ftbi^d'time «& platie our deir hri<r 
fkAt under iSie'cMtH^of dsm^ AildteSDiiV' 
bttt tH«e H^ had Ib^eii disia^oii9tM> m 
not lil&ititig witfe' hifi^ <k>aj^iD;i tirfao4ad' 
left hi^ fatherVhblls^ before htio anriVal.: 

her every thing it was liecessahy li;»'.her 

to 






td bm^, tfod evkftiMA Ms l&VSer to 
her brotiief, idit'Siiiy^it' Fra^r, whc^ t^as 
sfaoi^y to join heif at CasAe-Fititer. 

^ Fi^m tlie momf^t my iiafottonate 
Charles landed on a hostite ^tmf^ my 
aD^iety f(^ his safety y^at sUOb^ that 
vree^ nfter t^^ d^iEM^d without ei^ 
dmng my wondbfr thii« M^» PmMrbad 
dei&y^ td* add¥eS9 tuei 

<< &svfillo\ved Up^ in ot)€^ jMiiWftfiil^a^d^ 
promiAent/ idea^ I becialiie eompaiti^t&ly 
indifferent te every tesB*i^ tfVM, ^feft f 
was one qicrnhfig summbtied tx> ti» pdi. 
vafe study of my slfeWi fethei*.— « Eidy 
Mary/ he aaid, with' evdn tnow ihUH: his* 
usual haughtiness, 'it is my pfewure' 
that on your nei* birtfrday y^3tt should 
become >marchio!iess* of D^et^u^A H& 
tlien presented' tde a diWRf oti hifr' 
bankei< for a thousand pourlds^, tbl(( i^fie' 
the ftmily jewefe^ he had-ordet^ to be 
new set tot the occ^sioit, at^d requ«s6ed' 
P would spare no ekpence irtprovidittg 
my nuptial habilimetifib; but^ draw- oti 

him 
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him for any sums I might require. 
With a silent bend of his head he then 
dismissed me, when, in a state of vio- 
lent agitation, I sought refuge in my 
own chamber. 

** Yqu, my kind uncle, were not then 
in England, and on lady Lindore's bosom 
alone could I pour out the agony of my 
soul. She soothed with words of com- 
fort the perturbation of my mind. More 
than two months had still to elapse be- 
fore the arrival of the dreaded day, and 
she promised in that time to devise the 
means of conveying me to Scotiand, and 
placing me under the protection of tlie 
father of my Charles. 

** When that dHy did arrive, it ibund 
me a raving maniac. Almost the first 
shot tba^ was fired in the crusade against 
Paris stretched my husband a lifeless 
corpse on the ground.^ The news 
reached me through the medium of the 
Gazette, and alone and unsupported I 
sunk senseless on the floon When re- 
collection 



(Dottaetion Mtum^d^ t (Mud tnjTMlf oi 
btd^ ureak and.feehl^ as an kifittit, md 
CaMline Liadora W9$png orer jne. 

*' As I gnduaUy faoot^red BtFengtli, t 
kaniedb fyoim my gabtle fkieiid that in 
the daUrium of the fever my aMadi>- 
memli'tor captain Kraaar had l^ieeft dia- 
dmed to ti^e proud ditfteii my fhthav* 
who faMl nearer aftap entered my ciiaoA^ 
bar. 

^[ Youtb and a geed enstituticm at 
k»igth, however^ pvettdled, and at the 
^and of miany nK»iths I wa# deolnt^d eat 
^dtoger. My fijfst care Yi«a to* write 
to daatlmd, fettt hei^ a kiew trial a^raifjh 
ed me*: by the retani of poat I lecoived 
iBi^hWut {torn sir SimMt Fiaeer, contain*- 
ing the^mttUttidholy newa that hia aiat^ 
"iiraa no. mora^ and that^dame Andefaan, 
jwitii -her ktfttit chatgiat bad hat^ pe- 
nihtd » the ^M^es^ faHnr totti^ having 
bean aaei^mtolly bumib td ^e gnxind. • 
• ^ A long and aavere^kiasB auoeaaded 
.tlii^. ' h^art^rMdng^ ^ intdUiganee ;. and 
. JiroL. IV. K scarcely 
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learoelgr wta wy health restoied ere I 
WAS commanded by my unfeeling £b^ 
ther to prepare to ceoeive the mavqim of 
Devereux u my future lord. 

** Reckleaa of what became of me^ and 
iinaUe to contend with the violence of 
the enn^d duke^ I was led an unreinst- 
ing victim to the altar. Almost immeir 
diately after the aeremony^ I aooooqpa^ 
nied my husband to India; but neithejr 
wealth VQf ii|ilendQur could, give ease to 
my lacerate^ beart^t and the far^fiipie^^ 
the eniriedtr sod ^dmived marchionessi of 
Deveveux aev^ ei^yed a moment's »* 
pose. Eyeu; tb^ caresses of my dariiD^ 
boy» your youthful hiothe^ only ^emind- 
^ me of the treasures I h»d loet^ and 
often have I bathed his in&nt faee wHIn 
tears. of .beact&lt bitterness. About a 
year ago I rpt^^med to this country^ n 
seoond time a widow* •My&ther'adeiifth 
had preceded that of the marquis of Det 
tereux by smmi. ye§n. Death ted al« 
10 deprived me.<^ the fiieod of my yoaUi» 

the 
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the amiable Carofine Lihdore; but iir 
Ae society of her heart-broken Inother, 
ita the ^soothing kmdness of my venerated 
uncle, and the tender endearments of 
my darling boy, I found at last a bi^m 
to my wounded mind. 

•* The letter of sir ^mon Frazer; 
wfaieb' had at the time appeared to me 
siiffident evidence of the death of youv 
my beloved Mary, was not regarded in 
the i^ame point of view by my unde. 
Besidei^ the mercenary diaracter of the 
baronet, and the ftet of his being next 
heir to his uncle's vast possession!9, oer-^ 
tftinly iififorded, to a mind like his, ^ 
strong temptation to coneeel from lord 
WHUma ¥tsaer tHe existenee of a gnmd^ 
ehUd ; and impatiently have we^ Waited 
the liberation of that wbrthy nobkman 
ftom IVanoe, that togetboar we might 
mvestigate the truth or fidiai^ of his 
statem^t ^ 

^' My unde told me, when he was last 
in LondcNi, that he had m^ fiequentijr 

X S with 
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with 8 Mifi Fei^giMon, itfho^ifmlif «#» 
seaalikd me; hok I kii^ir sat tiU ihe 
liappif meeting of to<diQr«. thtt iie iMd .tba 
iBgkbest grounda to mi^ect tfautt ywi 
were iadeed «i y Imt dhild.'' 

^ When the nMrk of tihe fcMwi^ at 
Beamnoiit Ledg9 rMched IiO|idpn> I 
WIS «)jofiag a qiiicft eTebii^ wifcb yirar 
$ti«naoti6 fiieod Mid femfMaofe, MSm 
"Beamnant/' tand kvd Ha^saiRi, tnmiiig 
to faift raeee. ''^dreatljr affMteA hgr hn 
bixither's dariu«0uitMeaoiidii0t><llMl^tib* 
tkougbtleid fcSfy of lis )id$r> sbie» g)ive 
ioMnedJalie Mribqraffin^ her lofeparikiire nasA 
iay; in cddev teaffiird'yott.ttoMiifllim 
6f her fttweme to a BituAkbn m tafi^g. 
Fvom herllaaMad aafldttoh af yMC «ia> 
ly faifllory as to eniiiliafttroi^ b^^ 
yen ^aradadsadtny loBt niaw^ aidtfawt 
t^pat'Dowg rt itaig tf ienad aiid»mi«fii«Niift 
bgr her jftdam ^ounwrkMrtiofia. ;%aw 
firm and df termined conduct, i w idW 'ttiwi 
aiiat>MMni8. of {f«ur f iimd ima^^ Mrs. 
yteaat4 ntada iioa ifciaoe Mdnam 4BAi 

' * * V roua 
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wfmt tD^dlbrd 700 orantmiance and ptcN 
tBOtbiv but I mlrainei my ft^Kngs till 
i tQmUL imseat you to tiie w<nM and 
^fmnr early baiefiictoni as my neatvst 
and daarese fda^Te; The &»lMiata 
meeting betwe» yod and your motbet 
hm^ andmitedl that desirable OTent, and 
I trait a few weeks wiU Msfecire you t0 
afi tile deK^t» of love and friendsb^.' - 
I^sither crniversaUoA was here frefmnU 
•d by the altroiiee of tiie iharquia' et 
2>efv«wiix and bia pMseptw; 

With maternal prides she presented 
to her 9M her loi^lost ssid deeply^ 
lamcnUed daughter; and when {nresslid 
to tbeheart of her youthful bMtfa^, the 
iRifl fide of joy nmAy^ over^wered the 
agitated Mary. Reaainiitg, botrseV^f 
ber aeU-possessioiH she received Hat am^ 
^nituliiitiotia of Mr. aiffi>id, itith the 
^ease'and graee which marked* all her w> 
taon& 

,Die preseviee of thie gentleman and 

the atniiovDeemeiit of dtali» atfbided A 

- k3 relief 
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reiitf to the Ugh- wrought Ariioga lyT 
our little party; and in theeveaihgHiuy 
Ktumed to i&e villa of her friends* es- 
corted by the youthful marquis* in order 
to make pi^i^iatians for her final ,«. 
moyal to her future home. 

With the lark she wa? aroused by the 
voice of Ormond* who, too happy to 
sleep, had run oyer to invite his new- 
found ^ter to join him in a .SMraing 
ramble. Tegethar they traversed the 
grounds around the house; m^ Mttry, 
del^bted with the vivadty of the 
idharming boy,' entered with aa« interest 
into all his little schetties, which endear- 
ed her still mor^ to his youthful heart* 

Tears of delight stole^down Ihei^e^ks 
of the happy mother as the youthful 
pair entered the breakfast-saloon, with 
countenances flushed with exercise and 
eyes sparkling with pleasure. ** I have 
given Mary a present of Tamerlane^ mo- 
ther* and I wish you would let James 
take him to town to be fitted with a 
'. saddle* 



ttddle» as we are to take a long ride to- 
morrow before breakfast" 

A smiling assent was f^ven ; and the 
rest of the day passed in the calm enjoy- 
ment of domestic affection. 

Sincerely did the benevolent Mrs. St. 
John and her niece rejoice in the fortu- 
nate discovery that had taken plaoe in 
their absence. 

Scarcely a day passed that the two &- 
milies did not meet; and while the seni- 
ors enjoyed the pleasure of unrestrained 
and friendly converse. Miss St. John be- 
cflfkne tiie companion of Mary and her 
biother, in manjr a pleasant ride to ex* 
ploM the beauties of the surrounding 
eountiy. 



t 
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H« haib bis. Dative abore, and fressef qo, 
Faocying that, m^ecl toil atid peril o'er, 
lU ahall topoM him «ii iIm myrtle bed 
, . Ofcalm domestic peace. How Tain tbe.blif»«*! 
How sbost tbe prptpect of believiD|{ man !, 

Tboicsoh. 

PftO»PBBi>U8 ;gs^ qttlekly Wafted Hof^ 
¥«ie Fi^ser to Ms natiye shores. ' Hav- 
ipg bei^B kifhrmod M the last Ictbter be 
taoeived ifom Many before \^\m% the 
iskaftdy that she an^' hier firimds were A^ 
most immediately to leave Londoiip he 
had scarcely landed ere he threw himself 
into the Edinburgh mail, so impatient' 
was he to embrace the dear friends he 
had left behind. 

On reaching that city, he flew on the 

wings of love to the apartments of his 

parents. Here he beheld his assembled 

' ' . friends. 
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friends, vlio iiad met to welcome tiuf 
arrivaL of his brotbtv; hat his eje waii<^ 
dered in vain round the . chamber^ ill 
que^t of her who was dearer to him thm 
all the world besides. 

The embarrassed looka of all pi^nnt 
filled his soul with dread ; ajad unaUe 
longer to control his feelings, he uttBres^ 
m hurried accents, the name of Mary. 

With as much tendesqeas aa eiacual^ 
stances would adarit^ the ooeorrenoes eS 
the {Mst months were made Imowii ta 
the impatient youth. 

Rage, indignal3on» and sofrem, by 
turns ass»ilied his niind» and he decltired 
his determined reselution to aebout iim 
moment he had' ddiTered up his a^ 
eoupts^.&e. to Mr..lieslie, in order to 
chastise the seducers of his Iqst love. 

Ifis gallant bvot^ier piomplly offered 
himself as the oeimpanion of his journey ; 
and . the Monday of the following woek 
waa fished on for their departum. 

While eaptuA' Fcaaer trembled fbr 

k5 the 
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the issue of their entei^rise, he yet glo^^ 
ried in the undaunted spirit of his brave 
boys ; and their aiTectionate mother still 
hoped that some drcumst^ice might 
occur to prevent the consequences' she 
dreaded. Happily in this hope she was 
n6t disappointed, for the next post 
brought to Mr. Murray the anxiously- 
looked-fbr letter fh)m sir Theodosius 
Beaumont, in answ^ to the commnfii;- 
cation he had addressed to him on the 
subject of Miss Ferguson's disappear- 
ance. 

With a candour.Hiat did him h<moiur, 
the baronet blamijid himself for his base 
diid unmanly conduct towards an iinid- 
cent ahd lovely gitj, whom, by aU the 
laws of hospitality, he was bound to pip^ 
tect. He gave due praise to the steaid]^ 
virtue and dignified conduct of die 46- 
jured Mary ; and concluded by iiifeAii- 
ing Mr. Murray that the amiable girt, 
hurt by the unkind and crud suspiek)^ 
of Mrs. Frasaer, had determined '^iefti- 

ploy 
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pipy ber intents to secure ul h<»iouraUe 
iodepaeideiice. 

** That sbe is safe under the proteetic» 
of aoiue (me of my good sistef s nume* 
X0us£imds, is the only consolation I can 
,ta^ myself or impart to you^ under 
liresent drcumstances, since Juliana ob- 
Ktinatdly I'efiises to divulge Miss Fergu* 
901^8 abode, haviog, it seemSi promised 
to .maintain an inviolable silence on the 
iuiiyect. How, my dear sir," concluded 
the ^ratmet, '^ can I deprecate your dis-^ 
pleasure for my neglect of your lovely 
piece? That my conduct admits of no 
^poldgy ifr most true^ but the for^veness 
0f my angel wi& will, 1 trust, be followed 
hy ijk^ of her revered uncW 

<,I|iel0sed in the foregping were a few 
lines &CHnMfi3S Beaumont, assuring Mr. 
Muimy that Mary was safe, under the 
piutection of one of her oldest and most 
#0toepDbc4 friends, , though without her 
-owa ^xmsent she wa& not at liberty to 
disdosa the place. of her residence. , Sbe 
.. I k6 commended 
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^ommnMBit the iugb-spinted f(iri fti 
step to which the ungeneroM tui 
cf Mrs. Fmxer had Ha{>ell«d Icr; ftnd 
eMudoded 1^ sa^rkig, that^ wli^ the kad 
a hdam to raeeive beri no imfint - ie* 
pvbaofaes should evpr again WMind hen 
gentle ^kit; ... 

*As Mr; Murragr aobefaided ieadng 
these eovQOiMueadoQs^ the eyios of 6ap* 
taiii Frazar and his son weve^ ftrthis 
frot time^ fixed on the teader vdfeflnd 
affectienate'Stotiner with looks «fa«ireri^ 
t^, while Bouverie exdahnsd-^^ U • is 
toyour iU^^imedseireritjr then^ madaih^ 
tiittt X Qw^ my paasent sufieaii^a ?^' . 
. Mi&Fiazer lesein silenoei and left 
the room for a £bw monaaiilis. » On her 
nttam, tbm put iotothe fijuidsijoChifir.soa 
a eopf iof tfa« letter she. liad addmHiad to 
Mary« asi also the falank cover iit wfaidli 
the dmft was retnmed. ^ Think Mom 
justly of yoMf lootlier, Boaverie^iliMD to 
deem me capable of bruising thefaroiaBii 
feed, even had I known so liltlanf die 

heart 
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hjBwt I haiQ&*Gftni.fltedied» as to snpfKiw 

that Mary would for one moment Aei/i» 

ate from tlieMvM patbi of iBtegrity ; but 

some deifidii cf xniscshief h^s; I fiMur^ 

hami 4lpwtsiig with Iner repose: Let u» 

rejoice^ hotf^ver^ that '«he is safe for the 

peeseiit^ Bod I trusty ere long, will beire- 

iloreAte her arixioiift frSends.* 

^ : Bouvede prefisxBg the hwd oif UsmOM 

^Hlr, entreated hit to pmakM his petu^ 

iMOet did ibe seituunder of the d$yf wi» 

f§BstA m the gpeittest harmony by the 

aftsemUed fHends. 

Whether fiom the fatigue of hn rapid 
joume]^ the shock he reoeivod oti reech-^ 
tn^ Us home, the elumge <tf "donate, jx 
£roni all* these causes combined^ might 
he cKfBeuli to 4etermi»e ;' buteertahiit 
i0» thefe after passing a restless night, 
BouTerie was unable to leave his bed on 
the fjttowihg morning. 

Folf sevend weeks his anxioua ftiends, 
^r taritBy watehed by h)s poJIow, ore hie 

safety 



•» • 
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aafetjr was fully asotrtaiiied by the medi- 
eal ottefn^anto. 

In the mean tim^ letters were received 
from lord William Frazer, giving hopes 
^ his speedy return t^ his natiw island/ 
on the expected concliisimi of peace. 

• Either owing to this drdumstanee^ or 
to the manly and energetic remomtranoi 
of captain Charles^ Frazer, sir Simon at 
letogth consented to withdraw the action 
sigainst his father^ tind sufl^ all diffisr* 
ences"^ betwixt them to be adjunted by 
two advocates, mutually chosen wHh 
this view. 

He stso! relaxed in hisi3rfanny to his 
unfofttiiiate 'tady and sod, *to the last of 
whom he granted permission to aoeom* 
psiny the junior captain Frazer to Lon-^^ 
don, in ordar to meet and wekotoe his 
utidie^a return ftfom France. 

This excursion was only d^yed till 
Bouverie should have acquired stxflknent 
iMilgth to be of their pasty ; and at the 

termination 
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termination of six' weeks from hisairival 
in Edinburgh he again left it» in the faint. 
lK>pe of discoverii^ the retreat of his be* 
laved Mary. 

In ccMifwmity to the taste and habits 
of captain Eraser, they embarked os^ 
board a Leith packet, in preference to 
performing the journey by land, and in 
four days reached their destined, port ; 
The view of the ^ippii^ in the 
Thames, and the continual bustle which 
everywhere met thar ley^ fiUed the 
youthful bosom of William FriOsw with 
wonder and delight 
; Osptatn Frazer without ddi^ «$ta* 
Uished himself and Ms companions in- a 
fashionable hotel in Albemarle-street 
whither lord William Frasser had ^re- 
quested all letters for him to be direqti^ 
in order that they might be at hand .to 
^receive^ this venerable nobleman qn his 
i^rivai, 

' . Charles Frazer, as a. reward forihiirgaV 
hnt cctaduct during the battle of Trafal- 
gar, 
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^r» had tiot on)y he&n posted, but was 
ako appointed to tl^ ^ Mars of seventy- 
ftmr gini;s, then laid up at Chatham to 
Qpdergo a thorough repair. 

Deteraiined to enjoy his present lei- 
Mfe, ahd at the same time amuse his^ 
IViends, he called on several brother 0^ 
otm then' in town,' aikd among others, on 
capt&m Oi^iversdale, With whom he bad 
seihred on board the Jason. 

At h}s lodging^ he met his oousin, 
lord Iftiversdale, wh6 gave him^ press* 
ing invitation to a ball and supper oh. 
the following evening, to be jgiven by 
his mother on the happy oceasion of the 
peace, and the saffe return of her ne^ 
phew; 

' Witri all the fratikness of his profes- 
sion, he declared how happy he would 
hdvebeen to avail himself of his lordship's 
chrilftjy, 'but added, that he was bur- 
dened with two companions, neither of 
whom had ever before been in London* 
The invitation was consequendy ek- 
• ' i tended 
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tevBcbsd to int SamiB, asd in tkeir aume 
tecepted fay tfaegaUant captain. 

Tbe name of lady Riveradale. I)nd 
beea mentioned with high eomtiieiida^ 
tion IB Mary^ kttetts to her kfrer ; with 
joy, tbetefore, he prepasc^d to fulfil Ibs eln^ 
gagenieiit, m ih« vi«ue hcpe of knrniag 
aomethiag concemng tibe £air fugitive. , 

Tfaeeonipany afiBe0d)lQd hi the sfimt 
did apartmcnto of lady Aimtedafe waa 
Fastheor select than nuinennia. Oift tite 
entnmee of die three young men, lotd 
iUversdale hninediately led tibem fcn^ 
vard, and presented them to his mo« 
ther. 

When the n^me of Boq^seHe WtHZer 
Uras mthtioiied, lady Kiversdsit fixed 
ber «yea on the face of her son ; biit the 
aheerful smile which met her anxioaa 
glance convinced her that she had no 
longer any thing to dread for bis peaoe. 

Having conviersed a few mlmites^ with 
tlie lady of the mansioii, they gave place 
to new visitovs, who also daimed berate 

tention. 
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tention^ rad. were flauntmng thioitjj^ 
the apartments when the tnatquis and 
marchiotieai of Devereux and the ho- 
nourohle Miss Fraser were annoanced. 

BouTerie was standing, with his back 
to the entrance, listening to his faroth^, 
who was pointing out to him and Wil- 
liam the beauties of a superb sea«pieee, 
when the latter, suddenly retinquishii^ 
the arm of Uie captain, bounded across 
the apartment with the speed of an an- * 
idof^ and threw his aims- round the 
neck ei an elegant female^ who stood hy 
the couch on which lady Riv^»dale was 
seated. 

^' My dear, dear Mary r^^^ my dading 
WiUifun,'' was uttered by the delighted 
pflSr, while the animated bojr.hung hi 
an ecstasy of joy round th^ neck of his 
reooyeeed favourite. 

Lord Riversdale was the first to com-* 
prebend the scene, and whisp^^ to the 
astonished marcjiioness to conduct her 
daughter to his mother's dressingrroom, 
. . when 
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^hefi Wffliaw bounded back to^gladdeh 
the heai;* of the dlsooiisohte Bouveiie 
with the news of his fbrtanate discovery, 
ai^dl Hie next moment beheld hnn at the 
feet of his Mr enslaver. 

The marchioness now took the hand 
of young Frazer, and led him* to an anti- 
room^ in order to give the lovefs time 
to compose their agitated feelings. The 
striking resemblance which her youthful 
companion bore to the husband of her' 
choice made her inquire his name; and 
when she learned his near affinity to one 
she had never ceased to mourn, iier agi- 
tatiori became extreme. ■'^' 

Without knowing 4iie aource of her 
perturlMttion^ William essayed all bis 
powers to soothe and compose her feel- 
> ings, and was not wholly nnsucceasftiL 
She entered into conversation with the 
engaging youth, and listened with 
great interest to the desmption be gave 
irf* the distress they had all suflbred from 
tiie disif^fyearaiioe of his fttourke'— ^ My 

unde. 



ttnct^/ lord WflSalKi IVitzen 9$ ttomAt^ 
tdrily expected hom^ from Frme^*' he 
OBntinti^f ** and 1m lovee Mtty aa 
dearly, tliat it would have aksoot tet^en 
his heart had she not bten found.'** 

The marehionest, in older to divert 
the painfiil feelh^s which she fowid ris^ 
ing in her bosom at the mention of her 
awteU^ filtlier-iit-laWy aptfssed a wish 
to fel^m tt> the saloon^ and WiBgmm^ 
aoxieiis tf> find Charks^ art d iia|iart tp 
iiim the^d t&diiigfs^ wittitgly atteodei 

Th9 daneing had aWad}> ecHiimeiicedi 
and they found lady Blvarsdale quietly 
aeated in a corner, eonvershig with lord 
Mftynard, whom bu^Sneis bad detunedf 
at hpmd long after the depaiture of Urn 
ladies* She had scsieely telated the 
moetiifg between . Mary atid, ber loveir 
before tb^y appesired. Bovswerte^ was kih 
trodueed td lord MSymrdf who wes 
mu^h ipifepossessed With laamaaMsra And 
appeaianoe. The now-bafipy jrenitb ww 

his 
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Ma^ Mfiiy earessed and respectied bjr all 
wIk) approached ker^ but as yet he iiras 
ignorant of tbe neur relationship in whi^ 
ahe stood to her present proteetors.. 

WiHiam Ftnaaer had . Itog ranged 
alKHit the rooms hefore he discovered 
Charles, who ivas dancing with Miss 
Riversdale, and who now ap^Mioached to 
pay im coffipKmflits to Mary ; he was 
lOtrodHced by her to^ the marduoness of 
IDteirereux and her soii» and lord Bfay- 
Hard; ftom whom he received a pressii^ 
invitation to breakfast with his -Wother 
aiid WiUiani in Grosvenor-sqnare. 

Overpowered by tiMBir varioiis fiselingsi 
the marchioness and her party retired at 
an eaify hour from the festive scene* In 
the soUttide of'her diambec, S(feryre^ 
ealled the events <^ the evening. 

When fiouverie first entered the 
dressing-room tit lady RiVersdale, the 
joy of beholding him for a 'time drove 
every other idea 'from, her memory; but 
the reeoUection of his mothei^a ifliberal 

suspicions 



suspidqas flftdung on her xxAnd^ she 
ivithdrew £rom his emlvaoe, gravely say- 
ing*^'* Since last we pgrtedi Frazer, an 
unfortunate occurrence has rendered me 
an ali^p to my early friend^. Hy h^irt 
tells me I have been judged ividi unde- 
served severity ; but however great may 
be my aufferingSi no consideration shall 
induce me to renew an intercourse with 
thcne who have n^isjudgied and cruelly 
treated me in my days of adversity. 
Have you seen y<Mir. mother smoe your 
landing, fiouverie?'' 

*' I have," he replied^ *' and come 
with full powers to vindicate her from 
every blame." 

** You have then und^taken a diffi* 
<mlt-~I may say an impossible task,". Ma< 
ry rejoined, with a aigh ; '^ but this is. 
no time for explanation. Call op me to- 
morrow at Grosvenor-square," putting 
into his hand a card of lord Majrnard's, 
** when you shall yourself be the judge 
betwixt us.*^ 

"^ Suffer 
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^ ^' Saffer me first to whisper in your 
ear,** he sud, playfully snatching a. kiss 
from her ruby lips, *' that the letter 
which gave you $Dinudi offence was 
never written by my mother. The one 
she transmitted, inclosing the draft you 
returned, was of a very difibrent tetior, 
as you shall shortly be convinced; and 
no one, betieve me, of your fiiends, has 
suffered teore ftom your desertion than 
this inestimable woman, who has a mind 
fully oqpable of appreciating your va- 
lue,** 



/ t 



r , 



CHAP. 



S9S «Hc kic«KAj» a^snx. 



CHAPTER XII. 



3Qy\$nti f v<ry &cr,: without, t 9knd* 9if%rv$m^ 

Tva iceH th« Auxraiog rke wt* feircst tfgP^, 

Tve seen tl^e s^xring rin wimpliri); tbroai:;h the plain,, 
Increase, and join the ocean without stain. 
' The Mdf graon may be Miliar ^^bti^ ntty smil^ 
lUjoice through life, au' a* your fears beguile. * 

Gentle Shepherd. 

The following morning the three young 
men were punctual to their engagement 
ii> Grosvenor-square. 

They were received by the marchio* 
ness and her unde» lord Maynard, with 
that winning courtesy for which they 
were so much distinguished. Bouveri^ 
eyes, however, wandered to the door, in 
search of her who was never absent from 
his thoughts, when a slight tap on one 
" '^ of 



cf the windoRvs' looldng into b- small 
conservatory drew his attention^ and be 
bdield Mary, flushed with health and 
es^xise, wiating to he. admitted. 

Spiingkig forward, he ^sed the 
window, and« prassiiig her ei^taided 
faaod^ kd hev to the hteak&st^table. 

** Where have yeuibeen ibis morning,, 
my little fugitive ?" said lord Maymrdt 
salutuig her cheek ; ** I hftv^ be«0 vain-- 
ly aearclung for thk hour all 9ver the- 
house and ganden/' 

** I went with Onoond,'* die i^ied, 
^^ to swim CaeaEu* in the Serpentine^IUver, 
and we hastened home with the greatest 
spfed^ lest we had been>b^ind our vktir 
tora'* 

The marquis now bounced into the 
room, fiiUowed by bis-fiivoiirki^ aod af- 
ter ejcchanging: the j»^mk^ ai^totion. 
^witfa: the vuttorsi h» m^ to the mai»* 
cfaionessp— ^' D^ you kiww, mammft, 
thatr sister Maiy iMiMaofped me in m 

TO^iv. L race 
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raoe homeward^ though I am iudi n 

4 

swifl ruimer ?" 

' ** No wonder, my love, for an ex- 
pected plei»ure awaited her at the goal/' 
her ladyship replied, smiling to Boiive* 
rie; " but I trust, my. love, you werf 
not induced to £dlow this wild brother 
of yours in his career through the 
streets?'' 

" The park was the scene of my ex- 
pl<»ts/' she rejoined, laughing, ** and 
the hour too early to dread dther inter- 
ruption or observation." 

The conversation now became gene- 
ral; and when breakfast was finished, 
the lively marquis, accompanied by 
William Frazer, proceeded to take a 
ride. 

Bouverie then requested a few mo- 
ments ccnveisation with Mary alone, 
who blushing, replied, that her kind 
finends were equally intetested with her- 
self in the eacplanatlon he proposed to 
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give of the letter which had driven her 

• 

to seek an asylum among strangers. 

She then produced the letter she had 
reoeired from Mrs. Frazer, and request* 
ed Bouverie to be himself the judge be- 
twixt her and his mother. On casting 
his eyes over the contents, his face as* 
Slimed the paleness of death, — ** Could 
my mother d6 this !" he exclaimed ; 
^* my iiespectable mother ! and then de- 
ny it to her son ! Oh, Mary ! Mary ! 
be merciful,** he continued, ^' nor punish 
the child for the errors of the parent." 

Mary threw a beseeching look on her 
unide, who, pitying the evident distress ^ 
of the lover, inquired what explanation 
of Mrs. Frazer's conduct he had alludecl 
to the night before ? 

Bouverie took from his pocket the 
copy of the letter which his mother had 
as8m*ed him she had written to Mary, 
and presented it in silence to lord May- 
nard. The lofty feeling and the mater- 
nal tenderness which breathed through 

L 3 every 



iS^ THE HIOHLAND CASTLS. 

every line of tliifi epistler >o vudike the 
constrained and vulgar oompoiitkNi g£ 
tbe other, forcibly staruck his lordships 
and on oarefylly comparing the hmd^ 
writing, he beoane eonvinced that the 
<one his niece had actually leceiTed w«s 
a forgery. That- sir Theodosiua Bmu 
mont, with ril his fauHs^ shouid oonde- 
scend to sudi an aet| be could not be> 
Keve, and his suspicions iamiediaitely 
fixed on Mrs. Iiesnngion. 

With joy inexpiessi^le did the. agi- 
tated youth Ksten to the opinion of lord 
Maynard. Even the renewed hope of 
gaining the hand of Maiy was» for the 
moment, swallowed up in the delight 
of knowing his revered mother freefiom 
an act of duplicity that would for ever 
have stmkhar inhis^estimatiMi. Turn- 
ing his eyes, beaming with k>v« apd 
tenderness, on the &ir objfeot of his fint 
and only love, he entreated her onee 
more to return to the home and heart 
of her attaclied and earliest friendir 

In 
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]ji %afcilAe language, he ^esoribed the 
tnisery ker silenoe had ooeasioiied tbem^ 
the journey Mr. Murray undertook w 
seaf^ 9[ her, the srgony he liimfielf en-' 
dured on landing <m bis native shores, 
vrhidi only admitted df idleviatioia frooi 
*the assunuiiGe of ^her safety, ccmveyed in 
a letter fronot sir Theedoteus Beaumont 
i:o tihte worthy solicitor. 

** My young fricdid,'' ^d the Haaa^~ 
^lioiiesi^ *' I w\H ao loqgesr keep yon 
in s^spen^e. The ^itvatton of Mary is 
<ti)uch flfteited since last you .ported. She 
was then 9 iriaidless oi^)han, uncon- 
nected in Hfe, «nd wht^y dependi^nt on 
thie kuadness and t)eneyolanoe - of your 
family ; now she is rieh in the gifts of 
fortune^ biased with 9^ sififeetionate 
mother add tender relatives. . When 
poor and friendless, you oiG^ed her your 
hand and heart, and, i£ i rightly inter- 
pret the looks of my daughter, every 
^worldly good would he valueless if de- 
prived of your alflfection. Beoeive her, 

L 3 . then. 
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then, from a mother^s band, and may 
you be as bappy as my ^mrmest wishes 
«n make you !" 

Bouverie clasped the blushing^ girl to 
bis beating heart, and in animated lan- 
guage thanked the marcbionestr fbr the 
precious gift—** And her uncle too," said 
lord Maynard, presenting his hand to 
his future nephew, ** ought to ckun a 
share in your gratitude, as the sphynx 
who unriddled the mystery that threat- 
ened to separate two attached hearts.** 

More and more astonished, Bouverie 
entreated an explanation of the wonders 
which surrounded him, which was sue- 
cinetly given by lord Maynard^ after the 
ladies retired to dress. 

Captain Frazer, who had been calling 
at lady Riversdale's, attracted thither by 
the lively Jane, now entered, alid w^ 
shortly after followed by the* y outbid 
equestrians. < '..^,*^ i^t .■ 

They were soon made ptiftakers iri 
the general joy. William Frazer was 

frantic 
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fir^ntic with delight, in finding, a near 
relartive in his favourite Mary, and anr 
ticipated the satisfaction it would coi^ 
vey to the nlind of his disconsolate mo- 
then 

The day was spent in the greatest 
harmony by our joyous dr^e, and the 
young men did not repair to their hotel 
till a late hour in the evening. 

Before retiring to rest» Mary poured 
out her heart to her beloved Ipdy Frazer. 
She. also wrote to the mother of her 
Bouveri^, detailing, the means by which 
she had been betnr^ed into a belief of 
her unkindness. This pleasing duty 
performed^ she threw herself on her bed/ 
to dream of future happiness. 

The next morning, the young friends 
had the happiness of welcoming lord 
William Frazer and his reverend com^* 
panion to their native Britain, after a 
long and enforced absence. 
/ This veneraUe nobleman was in part 
prepared for the blessing wl^h awaited 

L 4 him. 



likn. Id tmvelling between Paris onifl 
-Calais, they stopped «t a small ,inn on 
ibe Foad during the night. As they 
were abo«it to sit down to supper, a re- 
quest was sent in by ^ countryman of 
tivEor own^ requesting a few nrinutes 
con^ersatien with his lordship. Think- 
ing he niight: be in di^ress^ erders were 
given for Im immediate admittance ; but 
^eat Indeed was the sm^se of both 
gentlemen, *0 behold in the strao^ger 
the old servant of sir Simon Fmtfer. 

With mtidi dnnunlbcutien, he «on- 
iessed Ihe memy liefarious transactiORS 
in whkfh he had been emplo)^ fey 9iift 
lale master, fie detailed the attempt 
he made by Iris orders to carry iiflT Maiy 
from dencross Cottage when an infant, 
who he beBeved to be. a near reiiilSon of 
sir Simon^s, from seme letters he iieA in 
his possesion. He related «Ue hieans 
employed by him to afestraet tHe will df 
the late Mr. Ferguson, wfcSdS'lie ^carried 
with hkn to Fmnee, as ivell >as artk^s 
• of 
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4X fiepamtion betwixt 1^ InoHmet and 
Iiis lady, in order to ensUre the promised 
reward. 

In ccnn^banrtion of tbe truth of hiis 
istory, he pfit the papers above mentioned 
Into the hands of lord William Frazer. 
One of the ktters was that from hb late 
lamented son to Hden Fiazerj, entrusted 
Co the cpve of her brother^ but which the 
'baronetr from motives of oipidity, had 
wfaofiy suppressed, and the non->arrivaT 
isf which had given so much pain to ^tie 
hn^ days of the gende Helen. 

On her deathbed, the affectionate 
girl confided to lady Frazer and. Mr. 
M'Gregw the secret of her ceui^'s mar^ 
riage^ and the birth: of his daughter»> 
which he had^itmsted to her in c6n£*> 
denee ; but of the name of his wife she 
was ignotant, or the fate of his infant 
dattg^tev, whom he bad fdiled to txmduet 
to Soodand, though he obtained her so- 
temn pvomxse to be a motber to his diitd, 

L 5> till. 
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till ciratmstances should permit ham to 
acknowledge his marriage. 

At the request of Marion FrAzer, .the 
worthy divine took a. journey to the 
South, in order to communieatd these 
particulars to the father of Charles, and 
it was on this imperfect information that" 
his lordship was travelling in quest of 
these dear relics of a beloved son, when 
he was detained by the decree of the 
l^reneh ruler. How. sincerely did he k- 
joice at the fortunate disoovei^, that in 
the orphan Mary he should embrace the 
daughter of his lamented Charles ! 

The meeting between lord William 
and these dear relatives was indescribably 
affecting; again and again he pressed 
these new-found treasures to his bosom; 
while tears of mingled joy and giief 
flowed down his furrowed cheeks. 

After a time lord Maynard, in pity to 
the feelings of the little party, claimed 
tb9 notice of lord William as an old^ae- 

quaintanee ; 
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quakitanee; anid the young men ahoftly 
after entering, some degree of oomposufe 
/was restored. 

After a few days given to rest by the 
travellers, the united party set out for 
\Scotlaiid;^ where they arrived in safety, 
and were received by their affectionate 
friends with the sincerest joy. 

In proportion to the marchionelss's self- 
fiondemnatiicm foi" the weak terrors which 
had prevented her braving the anger of 
the duke her fatlier, and thus commit- 
ting her infant to the care of strangers, 
was her gratitude to the proteotprs; and 
friends of Mary. To the desolate lady 
¥razer she particularly attached biBrself^» 
nor was she ever weary x>f listening to 
the anecdotes of the early days of her 
child. 

« 

Unwilling to expose his unworthy 
nepbew to public scorn or legal punish- 
ment» lord William Frazer, ailter a few 
daj's given to the deli]^tS(Of;£»eudsbip 
and affection, consulted with Mr. Mut* 

ray 
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ray hmtr1)e«t tb<>^m|»el lit«i to rel^nifik 
the ptt^^erty lie hod weeAed fit>m the 
rightful owners, and to reluiqilash in fu- 
ture, all eontrcd over hk unfortunate 
lady and her son. 

Furnished with an attei^te^ copy cit 
the important proofs of hit goilt, the 
worthy tolieitor once tnor^ set out for 
GlMcross Cottage. 

At firrt he frnmA ^k Sinion Tioknt 
and Tefractory» but having suflRsred him 
toexhattst tlie ebullitions of his rage, he 
quietly placed ihe important docutment^ 
befoie him> $ayiiig» that the agent of hie 
Tillany was in custody, ready to appear 
against him in a court of justice, if hie 
did not speedily and unconditionally ae-^ 
cede to the terms proposed by his good 
and lenient unde. — " When you have 
Gonsi^ered the subject, baronet^'* Mr. 
Murray continued, *" I i^U expect to 
be honoured with yovir Unal detertnina- 
taon f and so saying, be took up his hfit 
9nd left the room. 

He 
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H^ w^ Idsurely proceeding to the 
liouse of the steward, when a message 
irom sir Simon Frazer recalled him to 
the house. — " This is an awkwapd affair, 
Mr. Murray," he said, as the soiicitor re- 
ent^ed the room ; ** but the sooner a dis- 
agreeable "business is got over A^e tietter : 
is the agreement ready ?'* 

Mr. Murray's clerk was called in, ivhc( 
r^d tlie instrument by wliicfa sirSitnon 
Fraser bound hhnself to rc^nquish Use 
^estates and other property bdonging 
to the late Mr. Ferguson, in texms 
ofthat gentleman's will; toi^esign the 
guardianship of his wife and ison to tis 
)Uncle, I<»xl William Frazer, cimiftituting 
him and Mr. Murray joint trustees of 
his property for their behoof, and ba^ 
nisbing himself for life to the'Continet^t, 
in -consideration of receiving the annual 
sum af one thousand pouif)dsfor his sole 
and separarte use. 

This deed being properly signed and 
witnessed, Mr. M^n^t^i^ leave of tiie 

J erring 
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erring man, who, strange as it may seem, 
^evinced no outward symptoms o£ re- 
morse for the depth of disgrace he had 
brought upon himself. 

In four days he left Glencross Cottage^ 

and shortly afterwards embarked f<»r the 

Continent, accompanied by Mrs. Dear^ 

who was now the mother of two chiL' 

jdren. 

Mrs. Saunderson and John Brown 
were reinstated in their forma* station 
at the Cottage ; nor ^as poor pussey for* 
gotten, who had been kincUy cherished 
by the good old danie for the sake <^ her 
dear absent bairn. 

Feate having once more revisited the 
amiable drde assembled in the hosiHta*- 
ble noansion of lord William Fiazef, 
Bouverie pled his eause so effectually 
with the gentle Mary, that, with the 
approbation of her dear relatives^ she 
consented to become his at the end of a 
fortnight 

Aftar the ceremony, the new^narried: 

pair 
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pait retired to Glencross Cottage, where 
ki a few days they were joined by their 
friends. v 

In the happiness of their darling M^ry, 
lord William Frazer and the marchio- 
ness endeavoured to forget their regrets 
for the husband and son. they had so 
long mourned; while lady Frazer» amid 
her native woods, blessed in the affectio^ 
of her scwQ, recovered a degree of tran- 
quillity to which she had been long a 
stranger. 

With ease of mind, the declining 
hedth of captain Frazer gradually im- 
proved. He. was instantly reinstated in 
the possession of his estate by lord Wil- 
liam Frazer and Mr. Murray, and re- 
imbursed for the heavy expences he had 
incurred in the action. 

He rejoiced with the faithful partner of 
his pilgrimage in the prosperity, of their 
children, and looked forward to the uni- 
on of the blooming Marion with Wil- 
liam Frazer at no very diataiit period. 

Amidst 



Amidst iShe happineRS of his relatiVelSy 
captain Charles Frazer alone lookeii tsad ; 
and no sooner had he attended the bri- 
dal festivities of his brother than he de- 
parted, us he said» to look after the Mars. 
But the truth was, that the image of 
Jane Kiversdale had travelled along y^th 
the young sailor, and •• nothing venture, 
nothing mn^ being his motto, Ih love as 
ivdl as in war, he posted back to LoHt 
don, and commenoed sudh a brisk siege 
against the heart of his fair enslaver, 
that, in one montib after hi^ departure 
from £ldinburgh, lie called for the coii- 
gratulaitions of his friends on his vmion 
with Miss Hiversdale. 

The young couple shbrtJy 'after ar- 
rived <Xi a visit to their friends in Sect- 
land, accompanied % lord Riversdale, 
and soon it appeared that the virtues and 
graces of Emily Frazer had made Wdee^ 
impression on his lordship's heai*t. 

The gentle Emily, at the earnest re- 
quest of her new Kister, accompaHBed Mt 

ta 



toXiOiidon* whafe, at; the e^epiriilion of 
ten.TQo^ths, with thle approbation of the 
relatives on both sides, she became la^y 
Riversdale. 

The following spring, Mary had the 
happiness of pressing to her heart the 
now happy lady Beaumont and her 
worthy sister-in-law, to whose unwea- 
ried kindness she owed so much in the 
hour of her adversity. Sir Theodosius, 
cured of his passion and happy in the af- 
fection of his Henrietta, embraced Mary 
with true brotherly affection, while Bou- 
verie extended to him the hand of 
friendship. 

Loving and beloved, constituting the 
happiness of their parents and friends, 
lived Bouverie and his Mary. 

Amidst prospects the most cheerless 
and desolate, she had never sunk into 
uttor despondency, and now, when ele- 
vated to the height of prosperity, her 
greatest pleasure consisted in the exer- 
meof efi^«gedaiferti0B8, mctiiidiffUs* 
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ing comfort and happiness to all who 
moved within the sphere of her influ- 
ence. 
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